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1
DIFFUSER

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to diffusers
for diffusing radially expanding fluid flows. More spe-
cifically, the present invention relates to diffusers for
diffusing a radially expanding supersonic flow to a
higher pressure subsonic flow. More specifically yet,
the diffuser of the present invention relates to a diffuser
particularly adapted to diffuse the supersonic radial
flows of a cylindrical supersonic radial flow laser.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 4,011,522 as one example, discloses a
radial flow laser in which low pressure, high velocity
flows are used to form lasing zones of useful length for
lasing species having rapid relaxation characteristics.
With such lasers, high pumping requirements resulting
from the low pressures and high velocities introduce
significant weight disadvantages. These weight penal-
ties can be minimized if a diffuser is provided to recover
a significant portion of the pressure of the high Mach
number, low static pressure flow. The exhaust pumping
requirement may then be reduced.

The design of adequate supersonic diffusers is diffi-
cult, however, due to the fact, among others, that the
Reynolds numbers associated with the lasing species of
the supersonic laser are normally low. One prior ap-
proach for diffusing radially expanding supersonic
flows has been to provide a multiplicity of linear diffus-
ers located circumferentially around the cylindrical
nozzle of the cylindrical laser. U.S. Pat. No. 3,998,393
and the references cited therein may be consulted as
_examples of such conventional linear diffusers which
depend on boundary layer growth and probably separa-
tion, to create multiple oblique and Lambda shocks
which decelerate the supersonic flow to a subsonic
Mach number. )

In a conventional prior art cylindrical laser, a large
number of conventional linear diffusers are arranged
around the central cylindrical axis of symmetry like the
spokes of a wheel at approximately 4 or 5 degree spac-
ings. To be effective, such conventional linear diffusers
require a channel length to height ratio of the order of
10 to 1, making the employment of from 90 to 100 vanes
necessary in order to reduce the diffuser diameter to an
acceptable size. As a result, the half angle of the leading
edges of the vanes is on the order of two degrees or less.

Disadvantages of the above prior art design have
become self-evident. First, the sharp leading edges of
the vanes cause cooling difficulties. Coolant passages
within the vanes must typically be spaced a consider-
able distance from the sharp leading edge where the
temperature is at its greatest. Second, the channel
length to height ratio of about 10 in most applications
requires vanes of such lengths that the available radial
distance is largely used up so as to leave little or no
room for further pressure recovery through subsequent
subsonic diffusion. Typical diffusers currently being
proposed for cylindrical lasers require a ratio of outside
diameter to nozzie diameter of approximately 5 to 1 and
achieve an 80% (or less) normal shock recovery. And,
finally, prior art designs have typically resulted in large,
heavy and generally inefficient devices.
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THE INVENTION

These and other difficulties and disadvantages of the
prior art are overcome by the present invention which
accomplishes the functions of pressure recovery and
diffusion of a supersonic flow to a subsonic flow by
inducing the formation of a shock wave which is sub-
stantially normal to the direction of flow. Transition
from supersonic to subsonic flow is thus forced to occur
through a nearly normal shock. Since the flow down-
stream of the shock wave is subsonic, the diffuser diam-
eter is determined primarily by the length required to
optimize the subsonic diffuser section.

The normal (or nearly normal) shock wave is estab-
lished by disposing a plurality of obstacles in the path of
the radially expanding supersonic flow. Each obstacle is
configured to create a detached bow shock upstream
therefrom. The obstacles are further angularly spaced
one from another so that the detached bow shocks pro-
duced thereby coalesce to form a continuous shock
which extends across the flow field in a substantially
normal manner. The spacing between and profile of
each obstacle are selected to both avoid choking and to
cause adjacent bow shocks to coalesce with one another
in a manner which avoids intersection of the coalesced
shock with the sonic lines associated with the obstacles.
A plurality of subsonic diffuser vanes may extend
downstream of the shock so as to define a plurality of
subsonic diffusion channels.

. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention may be better understood and
its numerous objects and advantages will become appar-
ent to those skilled in the art by reference to the accom-
panying drawings wherein like reference numerals refer
to like elements in the several figures and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the diffuser of the
present invention shown in a cylindrical laser applica-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the laser diffuser shown
in FIG. 1 taken along view lines 2—2;

FIG. 3 is an end elevation of the laser diffuser shown
in FIG. 1 taken along view lines 3—3;

FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of the laser dlf-
fuser shown in FIGS. 1-3;

FIG. 5 is a plot of Mach number (M) versus Radius
ratio (Ry)/r showing a family of characteristic curves -
for different numbers of diffuser vanes (N) and for gas
having a specific heat ratio of 1.40; and

FIG. 6 is a plot of Mach number (M3) versus the
radius function (R3—R2)/r for a number of different
fluids having differing heat capacities.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST MODE OF THE
INVENTION

While the invention is susceptible of various modifi-
cations and alternative constructions, there is shown in
the drawings and there will hereinafter be described, in .
detail, a description of the preferred or best known
mode of the invention. It is to be understood, however,
that the specific description and drawings are not in-
tended to limit the invention to the specific form dis-
closed. On the contrary, it is intended that the scope of
this patent include all modifications and alternative
constructions thereof falling within the spirit and scope
of the invention as expressed in the appended claims to
the full range of their equivalents.
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Turning now to FIG. 1, the diffuser of the present
invention is shown in a cylindrical laser application.
Generally, the cylindrical laser is indicated in the figure
at numeral 10 and consists of an exterior housing 12
having an exit 14 and opposite conically shaped end
walls 16. Interior to housing 12 is a central axially ex-
tending cylindrical nozzle structure indicated in phan-
tom at 18, the details of which form no portion of the
present invention. Nozzle 18 produces an axially ex-
tending radially expanding supersonic flow of fluid
necessary for the establishment of the lasing zone of the
laser. U.S. Pat. No. 4,011,522 may be consulted for an
example of a cylindrical nozzle for a radial flow laser.

Turning briefly now to FIG. 3, the diffuser of the
present invention may be best visualized. The diffuser
consists of a plurality of means 20 disposed in the path
of the radially expanding fluid. Means 20, shown as one
example and which are illustrative of the preferred
embodiment, consist of a number of angularly spaced
members of air-foil like vanes which extend in a tapered
manner in the downstream direction to define a plural-
ity of subsonic diffusion channels 36. Members 20 are
profiled and spaced so as to establish an upstream bow
shock wave 30 which is detached from the flow ob-
struction members 20. As most easily seen in FIG. 3,
each member 20 establishes its own bow shock wave
which then coalesces with the adjacent bow shock
waves of adjacent members so as to create a substan-
tially cylindrical coalesced bow shock wave 30 which is
substantially normal to the flow of the fluid passing
thereacross. The blunt inwardly directed ends of mem-
bers 20 are profiled and spaced one from another so as
to prevent choking of the flow of the fluid therebe-
tween.

In accordance with the intent of the present inven-
tion, coalesced bow shock wave 30 divides the up-
stream supersonic flow region 26 from the downstream
subsonic flow region 28. Thus, as the radially expanding
fluid crosses shock 30, it undergoes a supersonic to
subsonic transition. In the conventional radially expand-
ing (or cylindrically expanding) geometry, the subsonic
flow would rapidly reaccelerate, due to the continuing
radial expansion, to once again become a supersonic
flow. In the illustrated geometry, reacceleration to this
degree is prevented by the presence of adjacent vanes
20. As long as adjacent bow shock waves intersect and
coalesce one with another upstream of the sonic lines
(for example see numbers 32 in FIG. 4) which would
exist for each flow obstruction if it were not for the
presence of a neighboring vane 20, reestablishment of a
supersonic flow is avoided.

In order to prevent flow separation from the surfaces
of vanes 20 while maintaining the desired characteris-
tics of an efficient subsonic diffuser having high pres-
sure recovery, it is deemed desirable that the ratio of
diffuser outlet area to diffuser inlet area be maintained at
a value of three (3) or less. One expedient which may be
suitably practiced to accomplish this end is to provide
an exterior housing 12 with conical end walls 16 as
shown in the figures. With such an arrangement, the
subsonic diffusion channels 36 defined by adjacent
vanes 20 and end walls 16, cause the subsonically flow-
ing fluid to undergo a radial expansion and a simulta-
neous axial compression. Another possible, although
perhaps less desirable expedient, would be the insertion
of a wedge shaped vane intermediate each vane 20 so as
to limit the degree of radial expansion in each channel
defined thereby. Of course, in either circumstance, the
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4

total number of vanes 20 and the radial dimensions of
the channels 36 will have an influence on these factors.

As best seen in FIG. 2, vanes 20 are mounted on the
interior of housing 12 by wedge shaped members 24 and
34, which are tapered with their pointed ends facing
upstream. Member 24 takes the form of a continuous
ring extending through 360° and includes flow distribu-
tion means therein for the distribution of a coolant such
as helium. Downstream pointing supersonic nozzles in
member 24 serve to establish a coolant flow that con-
trols the boundary layer conditions along conical end
walls 16. Coolant channels 22 may also be provided
through the blunt ends of vanes 20 so as to prevent their
overheating. The blunt profile readily accommodates
channels 22 in the present embodiment in contrast to
prior art cylindrical laser diffusers which incorporate
sharp, narrow leading edges which are difficult to ade-
quately cool.

EXAMPLE

FIG. 4 has been included to aid in the following
presentation of a design example of the present inven-
tion. In FIG. 4, Ry is the radial dimension of the exit of
the lasing cavity, Ry is the locus of the bow shock api-
ces, R3 is the locus of the centers of the vane leading
edge radii, r is the radius of the profile of the vane lead-
ing edge, S is the passage throat width intermediate
adjacent vanes 20 and N is the number of vanes 20
evenly angularly spaced around the laser central cavity.

In the example, it is assumed that the flow conditions
at Ry are known. Thus Mj, the Mach number of the
radially expanding fluid having a known specific heat
capacity vy is known.

In order to determine conditions at Ry, the area ratio
function is used to calculate My, the Mach number of
the radially expanding fluid as it approaches the bow
shock 30. The area ratio function is as follows:

1 ! 5 l
Y 2 puy
W (l 5 Ml..) Y )

v+l
M2 =D

1 Ry Y -
70 +3

My

FIG. 6 illustrates the functional relationship between
M; and the radius function (R3—R3)/r for a number of
different fluids having different specific heat capacities:
a rather complex equation obtained through a fairly
lengthy and complicated derivation. Accordingly, in
the interest of avoiding undue and unnecessary compli-
cation of the present patent application, the derivation
of the radius function equation will not be presented
here but, rather, FIG. 6 is used in its stead. From FIG.
6 and the value of M3 calculated from the above area
ratio function, (R3—R3)/r is determined for the particu-
lar fluid of interest.

Once again, through an extensive derivation, it can be
shown that the minimum value of S (the separation
distance between adjacent vanes) may be represented
by

. y+l vl
5
S)mmT = ( o : 1 ) D oy My PV (14

y -

3 h

1
7 /
WZ:)-_\ (7-”11 . ../__'__ yY

so that S,,;,;N/R> can be determined.
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If now an integral number of vanes N is selected, the
characteristic curves shown in FIG. § may be used to
determine Ry/r which may be used in turn to find Ra/r
from the previously determined value of (R3—Ry)/r

and the relationship
R3 _ Ry — Ry Ry

r r r
Once Ri/r is determined, the relationship

SN
R3

=27 — 4Nsin—1(ﬁ)

may be used to find SN/R3 which in turn is used in the
relationship (SN/R2)=(SN/R;3)(R3/Rz) where R3/R;
is found by dividing previously found R3/r by Ra/1.
Finally, SN/R3is compared to S.in(N/R2) to determine
if the solution reached is an acceptable one.

In a specific example using the above procedure, it
can be shown that SN/R>=5.476 is an acceptable solu-
tion where Sin(N/R3)=5.30 and R»=20.9, M;=1.87,
v=1.41, N=10, R3=28.05 and r=3.096.

While a preferred embodiment has been disclosed and
described and a specific example presented, it should be
recognized that the invention should not be considered
to be limited thereby. Accordingly, while the cylindri-
cal laser application is the most suitably known applica-
tion for the diffuser at the present time, there are any
number of other practiced applications to which the
invention may be applied other than a cylindrical laser.
For example, the diffuser may be used to advantage in
any application having a cylindrically expanding super-
sonic flow. Furthermore, the broad principle of estab-
lishing a coalesced upstream detached bow shock wave
by a plurality of blunt profiled flow obstructions for the
purpose of causing the supersonic to subsonic transition
across a substantially normal shock may be used in
other radially expanding flows. Such flows might take
the form of a spherical expansion such as may exist at
the exit end of a rocket nozzle at the terminal end of a
simple duct or at the point of transition between a duct
of a first smaller dimension to a second, larger dimen-
sion. Furthermore, while the embodiment disclosed has
utilized a plurality of air-foil like vanes, it is deemed that
the invention as claimed should not necessarily be so
limited.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for diffusing a radially expanding
fluid from a supersonic flow to a subsonic flow thereof,
which comprises a housing having a central region
receiving radially outwardly expanding supersonic flow
of fluid and also having a fluid outlet, and means dis-
posed in the path of said radially expanding fluid in
surrounding relation to said central region for generat-
ing an uninterrupted, coalesced series of detached bow
shock waves upstream therefrom and for controlling
the flow of fluid therethrough to said outlet.

2. The diffusing apparatus as recited in claim 1 char-
acterized in that said means for generating comprises a
plurality of angularly spaced members profiled to estab-
lish said coalesced shock wave.

3. The diffusing apparatus as recited in claim 2 char-
acterized by further including a plurality of tapered
structures extending downstream of said angularly
spaced members, said tapered structures defining a plu-
rality of subsonic diffusion channels.
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4. The diffusing apparatus as recited in claim 2
wherein said plurality of angularly spaced members are
separated one from another sufficiently to prevent
choking of the flow of the fluid therebetween but close
enough for the detached bow shock waves established
thereby to coalesce into a shock wave which is substan-
tially normal to fluid flow. :

5. The apparatus as recited in claim 2 characterized in
that each of said members is profiled to have a blunt
leading surface and includes a passage therethrough for
coolant. ) . )

6. The apparatus as recited in claim 2 wherein said
housing is a cylinder having an axial dimension and said
plurality of angularly spaced members are radially our-
wardly extending airfoil like vanes whose axial dimen-
sion is substantially equal to said axial dimension of said
cylinder. : ’

7. The apparatus as recited in claim 6 further includ-
ing means for causing said radially expanding fluid to
converge. in.the axial direction between said members.

8. The apparatus as recited in claim 7 wherein the
ratio of the outlet area of said members to their inlet
area has a value less than three. .

9. A diffuser for a cylindrical laser of the type having
a cylindrical housing having an outlet and a central
cylindrical nozzle for creating a cylindrical, radially
expanding, supersonic flow of fluid so as to establish an
axially extending cylindrical lasing zone within a super-
sonic flow region surrounding said nozzle but spaced
radially inwardly of the housing, the diffuser compris-
ing:

a plurality of angularly spaced flow obstruction
means surrounding said nozzle for causing the for-
mation of a substantially cylindrical, perimetricaily
continuous shock wave downstream of said lasing
zone but upstream of said flow obstruction means,
said shock wave being completely detached from
said flow obstruction means whereby said super-
sonic fluid flow is transformed from a radially ex-
panding supersonic flow to a radially expanding
subsonic flow while traversing said shock wave.

10. The cylindrical laser diffuser as recited in claim 9
wherein said diffuser includes a plurality of tapered
structures extending downstream of said flow obstruc-
tion means to define a plurality of radially extending

subsonic diffusion channels.
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11. The cylindrical laser diffuser as recited in claim 10
further including means for causing said radially ex-
panding subsonic flow to converge in the axial direction
within said diffuser.

12. The cylindrical laser diffuser as recited in claim 11
wherein said means for causing said radially expanding
flow to converge in the axial direction comprises coni-
cal end walls on said housing. _

13. The cylindrical laser diffuser as recited in claim 10
further including means for causing the value of the
ratio of outlet area to inlet area for each of said subsonic
diffusion channels to be equal to or less than three.

14. A method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow, the steps of the method comprising;

radially expanding the supersonic flow;

forming a plurality of detached bow shock waves at

angularly spaced locations within said radial ex-
pansion; and

forming a continuous shock wave substantially nor-

mal to fluid flow in said radial expansion by coal-
escing said plurality of detached bow shock waves
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whereby said supersonic flow is transformed to a
subsonic flow while traversing said shock wave.

15. The method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow as recited in claim 14 wherein said step of
forming a plurality of detached bow shock waves in-
cludes the step of disposing a plurality of flow obstruct-
ing means in said radial flow, each flow obstructing
means having a blunt leading edge.

16. The method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow as recited in claim 14 further comprising
the step of causing said subsonic flow to diffuse by
passing said subsonic flow through a radially divergent
subsonic flow diffuser.

17. The method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow as recited in claim 16 wherein said sub-
sonic flow is caused to undergo an axial compression
while passing through said radially divergent subsonic
flow diffuser.

18. The method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow as recited in claim 14 wherein said step of
radially expanding the supersonic flow includes the
steps of expanding said flow in a cylindrically symmet-
rical geometry.

19. The method of diffusing a supersonic flow to a
subsonic flow as recited in claim 18 further including
the simultaneously performed steps of radially expand-
ing and axially compressing said subsonic flow, said
radial expansion occurring in a plane normal to the axial
compression.
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20. Apparatus for abruptly terminating supersonic
flow of a fluid to establish subsonic flow thereof, com-
prising in combination:

housing means for defining a flow path for a high

energy fluid and including an inlet region receiving
fluid travelling at supersonic velocity and an outlet
region for discharging the fluid; and

shock generating means separating said inlet and

outlet regions for establishing an abrupt transition
from supersonic to subsonic fluid flow, said shock
generating means comprising a plurality of vanes
disposed in spaced relation to each other trans-
versely of the fluid flow direction between said
inlet and outlet regions, each vane having a blunt
leading edge which creates a bow shock detached
from such leading edge in the upstream direction of
fluid flow, and said vanes being disposed suffi-
ciently close to one another such that the sonic
lines, which do not exist but which would emanate
from each vane if such vane were present alone in
the fluid flow path, would intersect with similar
sonic lines of adjacent vanes in spaced, down-
stream relation to said bow shocks, whereby said
bow shocks coalesce to form an uninterrupted
shock front whereat supersonic flow exists immedi-
ately upstream thereof whereas only subsonic flow
exists immediately downstream thereof.

21. Apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said
housing is cylindrical and said inlet region is disposed

centrally thereof.
* * % Ed *®
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