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LUBRICATING OIL SALVAGING BLOCK
ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In certain machines, such as vertical, numerical con-
trol machines, wherein a head mounting a main tool
drive spindle is supported by a pair of machine ways for
vertically directed reciprocating movements relative to
a workpiece suoporting table, it is common practice to
provide an essentially continuous supply of oil to the
machine ways for lubrication purposes and of dissimilar
coolant fluid to the workpiece in order to remove heat
generated during a machining operation. A problem
heretofore encountered with machines of this general
tyoe is that lubricating oil flowing downwardly along
the machine ways continuously drips into the coolant
collection reservoir and contaminates the coolant. As
the degree of contamination increases, a point is
reached after which the coolant can no longer be satis-
factorily used in connection with the machining opera-
tion and thus it must be drained from the machine and
replaced with fresh or new coolant. Aside from envi-
ronmental considerations connected with the disposal
of contaminated coolant, the required periodic replace-
ment of coolant greatly increases the cost of machine
operation, due both to the relatively high cost of cool-
ant material and the operator/machine time lost during
the coolant draining/replacement operation.

An additional problem resulting from lubricating oil
contamination of coolant is that an oil film is built up on
surfaces of the machine contacted by the contaminant
coolant with the result that chips and other debris cre-
ated during a machining operation tend to stick or ad-
here to such oil film and greatly increase the degree of
difficulty and time involved in cleaning such debris
from the machine.

Devices in the form of shields have been employed to
prevent splashing of coolant onto the machine ways in
order to prevent its interference with the proper lubri-
cation thereof, but such devices are ineffective in pre-
venting lubricating oil contamination of the coolant.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed towards means
adapted to prevent contamination of coolant employed
during operation of a numerical control machine or the
like by lubricating oil flowing downwardly along the
machine ways forming a part of such machine. More
specifically, the invention contemplates fitting each
machine way with a block assembly cooperating with
guide surfaces of such machine way to define a reser-
voir for collecting lubricating oil flowing downwardly
therealong and to permit transfer of collected oil to a
separate collection tank. The construction of the block
assembly is such as to also minimize contamination of
the lubricating oil by the coolant, otherwise resulting
from the splashing of the latter onto the machine ways
during operation of the machine.

DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present
invention will now be more fully described in the fol-
lowing detailed description taken with the accompany-
ing drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing lubricating oil
salvaging block assemblies of the present invention
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fixed one to each of a pair of machine ways forming a
part of a numerical control machine or the like;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, exploded perspective view of
the right hand block assembly shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2, but with the block
assembly displaced through 180°; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken generally -
along the line 4—4 in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

To facilitate understanding of the present invention,
reference is first made to FIG. 1, wherein is illustrated
a pair of vertically extending machine ways 10 and 10’
of the type provided in diverse types of workpiece
shaping machines 12 for the purpose of supporting a
tool drive or mounting head, not shown, for vertically
directed reciprocating movements relative to a work-
piece supporting table or the like, also not shown. In a
typical numerical control machine installation of this
general type, supply means, not shown, is provided to
supply lubricating oil to the upper ends of the machine
ways 10 and 10’; and further means, also not shown, is
provided to direct one or more streams of a dissimilar
coolant fluid against the workpiece during the machin-
ing operation in order to maintain workpiece/tool tem-
peratures at desired levels. Coolant fluid is normally
collected in a reservoir arranged relatively beneath the
workpiece supporting table for purposes of reuse until
such time as it becomes contaminated to an unaccept-
able degree by pollutants, including lubricating oil
flowing downwardly along the machine ways and drip-
ping from their lower ends into the collant collecting
Teservoir.

In accordance with the present invention, lubricating
oil contamination of coolant fluid is avoided by remov-
ably fitting machine ways 10 and 10' with a pair of oil
salvaging block assemblies 14 and 14', which serve to
collect or capture lubricating oil adjacent the lower
ends of the machine ways at a point beneath the normal
range of travel of the tool mounting head of the ma-
chine; the block assemblies having suitable means, such
as flexible tubes 16 and 16’, providing for flow of col-
lected oil to a remote point, such as a collection tank or
sump, not shown, from which it may be removed for
reuse or discarded.

In FIG. 1, machine ways 10 and 10’ are shown as
being of typical mirror image construction, and thus
only machine way 10 will be specifically described as
having front, rear, inner side and outer side guide or
bearing surfaces 18, 20, 22 and 24, respectively; the
corresponding guide or bearing surfaces of machine
way 10’ being designated by like primed numerals. In
like fashion, block assemblies 14 and 14' are of mirror
image construction, thereby permitting only block: as-
sembly 14 to be specifically described in detail with
prime numerals being employed to designate like parts
of block assembly 14'.

Reference is now made more particularly to FIGS. 1,
2 and 3 wherein block assembly 14 is shown as prefera-
bly including a pair of or first and second block sections
26 and 28, and coupling means 30 for coupling the block
sections one to another and contiguous to guide surfaces
18, 20, 22 and 24. Sections 26 and 28 have a generally
L-shaped plan view configuration defined by first or
relatively long leg portions 32 and 34, respectively, and
integrally formed second or relatively short leg portions
36 and 38, respectively. The leg portions have generally
rectangular cross-sectional configurations defined by
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upper and lower surfaces designated by like numerals
having “a” and “b” suffixes, respectively, and oppo-
sitely facing inner and outer surfaces designated by like
numerals having “c” and “d” suffixes, respectively.
Thus, when block sections 26 and 28 are joined together
and clamped to machine way 10 by coupling means 30,
inner surfaces 32c and 38¢ are disposed essentially paral-
lel to each other and contiguous to guide surfaces 24
and 22, respectively, whereas inner surfaces 34¢ and 36c¢
are disposed essentially parallel to each other and con-
tiguous to guide surfaces 18 and 20, respectively.

In accordance with the present invention, inner sur-
faces 32¢, 34¢, 36¢ and 38c¢ are provided with first reces-
ses designated by like numerals having the suffix “e”,
which open upwardly through upper surfaces 324, 34a,
362 and 38a; and second recesses designated by like
numerals having the suffix “f’. When sections 26 and 28
are mounted on machine way 10, as an incident to the
coupling or joining the sections together, as viewed in
FIG. 1, their inner surfaces are disposed essentially in
surface to surface or clamping engagement with the
guide surfaces of machine way 10 and the ends of first
recesses 32e and 34e and the ends of second recesses 32f
and 34f are placed in flow communication. When
placed in communication, the first recesses cooperate
with one another to define a recess sized and shaped to
extend substantially throughout the transverse extent of
guide surfaces of machine way 10 and cooperate with
such guide surfaces to define an upwardly opening
reservoir 40 for collecting lubricating oil flowing down-
wardly along the guide surfaces, as best shown in FIGS.
1 and 4. Qil collecting in reservoir 40 may be drained
therefrom by any suitable means, such as by providing
leg portion 36 with a drain opening 42 sized to friction-
ally receive an end of tube 16.

Block sections 26 and 28 could be sized and shaped
such that their inner surfaces are adapted to engage the
guide surfaces of machine way 10 in a fluid sealed rela-
tionship sufficient to prevent seepage oil from reservoir
40 downwardly therebetween. However, manufactur-
ing tolerances render this impractical, and thus it is
preferable to prevent seepage of oil from reservoir 40
by providing block sections 26 and 28 with separate
sealing means, which is in the form of an oil resistant,
permanently flexible sealing material 44 received within
second recesses 32/, 34f, 36/ and 38 and adapted to
provide an effective fluid seal between the inner sur-
faces of the block sections and the machine way guide
surfaces throughout their transverse extent. It is antici-
pated that diverse types of sealing materials would be
adapted for use in the present invention. However, it
has been found that an effective and inexpensive seal
may be created by using an air curable silicone base
caulking material or compound of the type available
commercially in flexible tube containers and adapted
for caulking cracks around bathroom tubs or the like. In
any event, the sealant material would be applied to
block sections 26 and 28 immediately prior to mounting
thereof on machine way 10 with care being taken to
insure that sufficient sealant is applied to completely fill
the second recesses, as indicated at 44 in FIG. 4, and
preferably to slightly overfill such second recesses such
that when the block sections are clamped in place the
sealant is forced to flow away from the second recesses
and to create a thin film 44’ essentially completely coat-
ing the contiguous portion of inner surfaces 32¢, 34c,
36¢, 38¢ and guide surfaces 24, 18, 20, 22, respectively.
Commercially available caulking compound of the type
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referred to above possesses the additional advantage
that it tends to expand slightly during its curing cycle
and this tends to both insure complete filling of the
second recesses and provide a slight force tending to
positively maintain the sealant in fluid sealing surface
engagement with the contiguous portions of the inner
and guide surfaces.

While coupling means 30 may be variously defined, a
preferred form thereof is shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 as
comprising a machine screw device 46 adapted to be
freely received within a stepped diameter, through bore
opening 48, which extends transversely within a free
end of leg portion 26 between its inner surface 32¢ and
outer surface 32d, and threadedly received within a
threaded opening 50, which opens through an end sur-
face 34g of leg portion 34 disposed normal to surfaces
3442-344. End surface 34g and the facing portion of
inner surface 32c may be machined so as to provide for
an intimate surface-to-surface engagement thereof suffi-
cient to prevent escape of oil from reservoir 40 therebe-
tween. Alternately, a fluid seal may be provided be-
tween surfaces 32¢ and 34g by extending second reces-
ses 32f and 34/ to define sealant receiving risers, not
shown, comparable to risers 56 and 58 formed as exten-
sions of second recesses 36/ and 38/ adjacent the free
end portions of inner surfaces 36¢ and 38c¢, respectively.

In that surfaces 34g and 32¢ tend to slide or rotate
relative to each other about the axis of screw device 46,
as an incident to the latter being threaded into opening
50, it is preferable to incorporate as a part of coupling
means 30 suitable means to constrain such movement.
In the preferred form of the present invention, such
constraint means is defined by a key in the form of a
cylindrically shaped pin 60, which is releasably clamped
within mating cylindrically shaped recesses 62 and 64
formed in surfaces 34g and 32¢, respectively.

Again referring to FIG. 4, it will be understood that
the height and width of reservoir 40, as measured from
the upper and inner surfaces of block sections, respec-
tively, is to some degree a matter of choice. However,
it is preferable that the width of reservoir 40 be as small
as practical in order to minimize direct entry thereinto
of splashed coolant and machinery debris. Further, if
desired, the upper surfaces of the leg portions may be
downwardly and outwardly inclined, as indicated in
broken line in FIG. 4 for the case of upper surfaces 34a’
and 36¢’, in order to direct splashed coolant and debris
away from reservoir 40.

Coolant, which may splash onto the machine ways 10
and 10’ at a point above which block assemblies 14 and
14’ are mounted, will of course flow downwardly for
collection in reservoir 40 and thus lead to contamination
of the lubricating oil. While contamination of the lubri-
cating oil in this manner is undesirable, since it reduces
the effective life of such oil, it does not represent a
serious economic loss in view of the relatively low cost
of purchasing/reprocessing/disposal of such oil. How-
ever, if desired, coolant contamination of the lubricat-
ing oil may be prevented by fitting a machine with a
conventional shield or curtain arranged to prevent
contact of splashed coolant with both the machine way
and the present block assembly.

While only a preferred form of my lubricating oil
salvaging block assembly has been described in detail, it
is contemplated that alternate forms thereof may be
devised without departing from the present invention.
As by way of example, it is contemplated that more than
two block sections may be employed in forming each



4,499,969

5

assembly, particularly for situations wherein the config-
urations of the machine ways on which the assembly is
to be mounted differ from the typical machine way
construction illustrated in the drawings and/or machine
clearance considerations are such as to make it difficult
to mount L-shaped block sections on the machine ways.
Additionally, it is contemplated that a reformed sealing
device may be employed to prevent escape of oil from
the reservoir downwardly between the guide surfaces
and the inner surfaces of the block sections, such as may
be defined by a resiliently deformable plastic or neo-
prene strip or gasket suitably attached to the block
sections or applied to the guide surfaces prior to mount-
ing of the assembly.

I claim:

1. An assembly adapted for mounting on a vertically
disposed machine way for purposes of collecting Iubri-
cating oil passing downwardly along vertically elon-
gated guide surfaces thereof, said assembly comprising
in combination:

a block having at least two sections of L-shaped plan
view configurations defined by integrally formed
first and second leg portions having inner surfaces
cooperating to define a recess means sized and
shaped to extend substantially throughout the
transverse extent of said guide surfaces;

coupling means for clamping free ends of said first leg
portions together thereby to couple said sections
one to another and contiguous to said guide sur-
faces with said recess means arranged for coopera-
tion with said guide surfaces to define an upwardly
opening lubricating oil collecting reservoir;

means for providing a fluid seal between said sections
and said guide surfaces substantially throughout
the transverse extent thereof and relatively below
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said reservoir when said sections are contiguous to
said guide surfaces; and

means providing for flow of lubricating oil collected

in said reservoir remotely of said block.

2. An assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
sealing means includes second recess means defined by
said inner surfaces and a sealant material received
within said second recess means.

3. An assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
coupling means includes a bore opening extending
through said free end of one of said first leg portions
between said inner surface and an outer surface thereof,
a threaded opening extending lengthwise of the other of
said first leg portions and opening through an end sur-
face disposed normal to said inner surface thereof, and
a screw device freely received within said bore opening
and threadedly received within said threaded opening
for clamping said end surface in surface-to-surface en-
gagement with said inner surface of said one of said first
leg portions.

4. An assembly according to claim 3, wherein said
coupling means includes constraining means for con-
straining relative movement between said end surface
and said inner surface of said one of said first leg por-
tions normal to the axis of said screw device.

5. An assembly according to claim 4, wherein said
constraining means includes a cylindrical pin and mat-
ing recesses in said end surface and said inner surface of
said one of said first leg portions for clamping said pin
therewithin. -

6. An assembly according to claim 5, wherein said
sealing means includes second recess means defined by
said inner surfaces and a sealant material received

within said second recess means.
* * % * *
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