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for receipt within the guide channels and for movement
lengthwise thereof; the improvement comprising a mounting
opening extending through one of the side walls in align-
ment with the guide channel thereof, the opening being sized
to permit at least a portion of one of the guide members to
project outwardly therethrough to a degree sufficient to
accommodate installation of the follower within the file
drawer by inserting the follower into the file drawer to
assume a starting position with the body portion arranged at
an angle of other than 90° relative to the side walls and the
one guide member arranged to project outwardly through the
opening and then twisting the follower to assume an
installed position with the body portion arranged at an angle
of approximately 90° relative to the side walls and the guide
members positioned within the guide channels.

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
FOLLOWER FOR FILE DRAWER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the construction of file
drawers of the type commonly used for retaining file folders
upstanding in an orderly fashion within the drawer. In a
typical construction, an adjustable follower is formed with a
body portion, which extends transversely across the interior
of the file drawer between its sidewalls, and a pair of guide
members, which are arranged to project normal to the body
portion and are slidably received within a pair of guide
channels arranged to extend lengthwise of the side walls
between front and rear ends of the file drawer.

In prior constructions of the type having guide members
formed integrally with the body portion, it is known to
assemble the follower within a file drawer by inserting the
follower between the side walls, before the front wall or rear
wall is joined to the side walls and by spreading apart
resilient metal side walls of a fully assembled file drawer
sufficiently to receive the follower therebetween. It is also
known that a follower formed of flexible plastic material
may be physically deformed incident to insertion thereof
within the file drawer, whereafter the follower is permitted
to return to its as-formed condition.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an improved file drawer
and follower construction allowing a fully assembled fol-
lower to be installed within a fully assembled file drawer
without requiring deformation of either the file drawer or the
follower.

In accordance with the present invention, one side wall of
a file drawer is formed with a mounting opening, which is
aligned with its guide channel and sized and arranged to
allow at least a portion of one of the guide members of the
follower to project outwardly therethrough to a degree
sufficient to accommodate installation of the follower.
Specifically, the follower is inserted into the file drawer to
assume a starting position, wherein the body portion of the
follower is arranged at an angle other than 90° relative to the
side walls and the one guide member is arranged to project
outwardly through the mounting opening. The follower is
then twisted to assume an installed position, wherein the
body portion is arranged at an angle of approximately 90°
relative to the side walls and the guide members are posi-
tioned within the guide channels for sliding movement
lengthwise thereof.

The guide members engage with guide surfaces of the
guide channels to define forward and rearward tilted posi-
tions of the follower within the file drawer, wherein items
stored within the file drawer intermediate the follower and
the front of the drawer, and in engagement with the follower,
tend to move the follower into its forward tilted position,
wherein the follower is temporarily locked against move-
ment lengthwise within the file drawer. Preferably, in all
tilted positions of the follower, excepting one position at or
adjacent to the rearward tilted position of the follower, the
shape and orientation of mounting opening is such as to
prevent twisting of the follower from its installed position
into its starting position, thereby to avoid unintended dis-
assembly of the follower relative to the file drawer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description taken with the accompanying drawings wherein:
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FIG. 1 is a prospective view showing a follower placed in
a file drawer to assume a starting position;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing the
follower after it is twisted to assume an installed position;

FIG. 3 a sectional view taken generally along the line
3—3in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken generally along the line
4—4 in FIG. 2;

FIG. § is a side elevational view of one side of the file
drawer showing its follower mounting opening and the
follower arranged to assume a rearward tilted position; and

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 5, but showing the
follower arranged in its forward tilted position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention is shown in the drawings as com-
prising a file drawer 10 in combination with a follower 12,
wherein the file drawer is conventional from the standpoint
that it includes a pair of spaced apart side walls 14a and 14b
having their opposite ends joined to front and rear end walls
16 and 18, and arranged together with the front and rear
walls to upstand from a rectangular bottom wall 20. In a
typical construction, side walls 14a and 14b are formed with
facing guide channels 224 and 225, which extend lengthwise
of the side walls intermediate their upper and lower edges
24a,26a and 24b, 26b, respectively. The guide channels 22a
and 22b are in turn defined by facing upper and lower guide
surfaces 28a, 30a and 28b, 30b, respectively, which are
joined by connecting surfaces 32a and 32b.

Follower 12 generally includes a body portion 34 having
a pair of spaced side edges 36a and 36b; and a pair of guide
members 38a and 38b upstanding from the body portion
adjacent side edges 36a and 36b, respectively. Preferably,
body portion is defined by upper and lower panel portions 40
and 42 having generally planer forwardly facing or front
surfaces 40a and 42a with surface 40a being inclined
rearwardly relative to surface 42a generally along a line or
bend area 44 extending transversely between side edges 36a
and 36b in alignment with guide members 38a and 38b.

In that guide members 38a and 38b are of like
construction, only guide member 38a will be specifically
described with like parts of guide member 38b being des-
ignated by like numerals bearing a “b” suffix.

Guide member 38a is best shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 as
including a forwardly projecting or leading guide portion
46a and a rearwardly projecting or trailing guide portion
48a. Leading guide portion 46a is bounded by upper and
lower edge portions 50a and 52a, which are arranged to
converge in a direction extending towards drawer front end
or end wall 16 and preferably joined by a rounded front end
edge portion 54a.

Trailing guide portion 48a is bounded by upper and lower
edge portions 56a and 584, which are arranged to converge
in a direction extending towards drawer rear end or end wall
18 and preferably joined by a squared off rear end edge
portion 60a. Upper edge portions 50a and 564 are joined by
an upper intermediate, rounded edge portion 62a, and lower
edge portions 52a and 58a are joined by a lower, interme-
diate rounded edge portion 64a.

It will be understood that after mounting of follower 12
within drawer 10 in the manner to be described, body
portion 34 extends transversely within the drawer between
side walls 14a and 14b with panel surfaces 44a and 46a
arranged to face relatively towards drawer front end wall 16
and guide members 38a and 38b slidably received within
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guide channels 22a¢ and 22b, respectively. When so
positioned, items such as files, not shown, stored within file
drawer 10 intermediate follower 12 and front end wall 16
and in engagement with the follower, and particularly with
front surface 42a of lower panel 42, tend to tilt the follower
forwardly towards a maximum forward tilted position
shown in FIG. 6, which is defined by engagement of lower
edge portions of leading guide portions 46a and 46b with
guide channel guide surfaces 30a and 30b, respectively, and
by engagement of upper edge portions of trailing guide
portions 48a and 48b with guide channel guide surfaces 28a
and 28b, respectively.

Follower 12 may also be tilted rearwardly towards a
maximum rearward tilted position, not shown, which may be
defined by engagement of the upper edge portions of leading
guide portions 46a and 46b with guide channel surfaces 284
and 28b, respectively, and by engagement of the lower edge
portions of trailing guide portions 48a and 48b with guide
channel guide surfaces 30a and 30b, respectively.

Reference is now made to FIGS. 3—6, wherein file drawer
side wall 14a is shown as being formed with a through
opening 70, which is arranged in alignment with connecting
surface 32a of guide channel 224 and sized to permit at least
a portion of guide member 38a to project ourwardly there-
through to a degree sufficient to accommodate for installa-
tion of follower 12 within file drawer 10 in the manner to be
described. Opening 70 preferably corresponds in shape to
leading guide portion 46a and is formed with upper and
lower edge portions 72 and 74, which are arranged to
converge in a direction extending towards drawer front end
16. The front and rear ends of edge portions 72 and 74 are
joined by a rounded front edge portion 76 and a straight rear
edge portion 78. It is preferable to arrange opening 70 such
that upper edge portion 72 is arranged between the position
shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, wherein it forms a relatively small
acute angle relative to guide surface 28a on the order of
about 15 degrees and a position in which it is disposed
essentially parallel to such upper guide surface.

Follower 12 is installed within drawer 10 by manually
inserting the follower downwardly into the drawer between
side walls 14a and 14b, while the follower is arranged
intermediate its maximum forward and rearward tilted posi-
tions with body portion 34 disposed at an angle on the order
of about 45° degrees relative to the side walls; with panel
front surfaces 40a and 42a arranged to face generally
towards drawer front wall 16, and with guide members 38a
and 38b disposed in vertical alignment with and relatively
adjacent guide channels 224 and 22b. Follower 12 is then
tilted and moved lengthwise within the drawer as required to
position leading guide portion 464 of guide member 38a in
alignment with through opening 70 to permit the follower to
be twisted about a line extending vertically through drawer
bottom wall 20 to cause the leading guide portion to move
outwardly of the drawer through the opening to assume a
starting position. In this starting position, leading guide
portion 46a projects outwardly through opening 70 and
trailing guide portion 48b projects into guide channel 22b
with sufficient clearance to permit subsequent manual twist-
ing of follower 12 relative to drawer 10 to assume an
installed position, wherein body portion 34 is disposed
normal or extends transversely of side walls 14a and 14b and
guide members 38z and 38b are positioned essentially
parallel to connecting surfaces 32a and 32b and for sliding
movement lengthwise within guide channels 22a and 22b.

After follower 12 is arranged in its installed position, it
can be moved lengthwise of drawer 10 and tilted relative
thereto between its maximum rearward and forward tilted
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positions. The positioning of opening 70 with its upper edge
portion 72 arranged as shown in FIGS. § and 6 serves to
prevent movement of follower 12 between its installed and
starting position for all positions of the follower except
when same is intentionally pivoted rearwardly into its rear-
ward tilted position shown in FIG. 5. For all other positions
of follower 12, guide member 384 may be moved within
guide channel 22a past opening 70 without such opening
interfering with sliding movement of such guide member or
permitting unintended disassembly of the follower relative
to drawer 10.

What is claimed is:

1. In the combination of a file drawer provided with a pair
of spaced-apart vertical side walls having guide channels
extending lengthwise thereof intermediate front and rear
ends of said file drawer; and a follower having a body
portion sized to be received within said file drawer with a
pair of spaced side edges thereof arranged adjacent said side
walls and a pair of guide members upstanding from said
body portion adjacent said side edges and sized and arranged
for receipt within said guide channels and for movement
lengthwise thereof, the improvement comprising in combi-
nation:

a mounting opening extending through one of said side
walls in alignment with said guide channel thereof, said
opening being sized to permit at least a portion of one
of guide members to project outwardly therethrough to
a degree sufficient to accommodate installation of said
follower within said file drawer by inserting said fol-
lower into said file drawer to assume a starting position
with said body portion arranged at an angle of other
than 90° relative to said side walls and said portion of
said one guide member arranged to project outwardly
through said opening and then twisting said follower to
assume an installed position with said body portion
arranged at an angle of approximately 90° relative to
said side walls and said guide members positioned
within said guide channels, each of said guide members
includes leading and trailing guide portions projecting
in opposite directions normal to said body portion
relatively towards said front and rear ends, respectively,
said portion of one of said guide members is said
leading guide portion of said one guide member and
projects outwardly through said opening and said trail-
ing guide portion of the other of said guide members
projects into the guide channel of the other of the side
walls when in said starting position,

said opening corresponds in shape to said leading guide
portion of said one guide member, said guide channels
have upper and lower lengthwise extending guide
surfaces, said leading and trailing guide portions each
define downwardly and upwardly facing edge portions
arranged to removably engage with said lower and
upper guide surfaces of said guide channels, said down-
wardly and upwardly facing edge portions of said
leading and trailing guide portions engaging with said
lower and upper guide surfaces, respectively, to limit
the extend of forwardly tilting movement of said fol-
lower within said file drawer to define a maximum
forward tilted position, said upwardly and downwardly
facing edge portions of said leading and trailing guide
portions engaging with said upper and lower guide
surfaces, respectively, to limit the extend of rearwardly
tilting movement of said follower within said file
drawer to define a maximum rearward tilted position,
wherein items stored within said file drawer interme-
diate said follower and said front end of said file drawer
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in engagement with said body portion tend to tilt said
follower to assume said maximum forward tilted
position, and said leading guide portion of said one
guide member is tilted from alignment with said open-
ing when said follower is in said forward tilted position,
so as to prevent twisting of said follower from said
installed position into said starting position.

2. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
leading edge portion of said one guide member is aligned
with said opening when said follower is relatively adjacent
said maximum rearward tilted position.

3. In the combination of a file drawer provided with a pair
of spaced-apart vertical side walls having guide channels
extending lengthwise thereof intermediate front and rear
ends of said file drawer; and a follower having a body
portion sized to be received within said file drawer with a
pair of spaced side edges thereof arranged adjacent said side
walls and a pair of guide members upstanding from said
body portion adjacent said side edges and sized and arranged
for receipt within said guide channels and for movement
lengthwise thereof, the improvement comprising in combi-
nation:

a mounting opening extending through one of said side
walls in alignment with said guide channel thereof, said
opening being sized to permit at least a portion of one
of guide members to project outwardly therethrough to
a degree sufficient to accommodate installation of said
follower within said file drawer by inserting said fol-
lower into said file drawer to assume a starting position
with said body portion arranged at an angle of other
than 90° relative to said side walls and said portion of
said one guide member arranged to project outwardly
through said opening and then twisting said follower to
assume an installed position with said body portion
arranged at an angle of approximately 90° relative to
said side walls and said guide members positioned
within said guide channels, each of said guide members
includes leading and trailing guide portions projecting
in opposite directions normal to said body portion
relatively towards said front and rear ends, respectively,
said portion of one of said guide members is said
leading guide portion of said one guide member and
projects outwardly through said opening and said trail-
ing guide portion of the other of said guide members
projects into the guide channel of the other of the side
walls when in said starting position,

said opening corresponds in shape to said leading guide
portion of said one guide member, said guide members
engage with said guide channels alternatively to define
forward and rearward tilted positions of said follower
within said file drawer, wherein items stored within
said file drawer intermediate said follower and said
front end in engagement with said body portion tend to
tilt said follower to assume said forward tilted position,
and said portion of said one guide member is mis-
aligned with said opening when said follower is in said
forward tilted position, so as to prevent twisting of said
follower from said installed position into said starting
position.

4. In the combination of a file drawer provided with a pair
of spaced-apart vertical side walls having guide channels
extending lengthwise thereof intermediate front and rear
ends of said file drawer; and a follower having a body
portion sized to be received within said file drawer with a
pair of spaced side edges thereof arranged adjacent said side
walls and a pair of guide members upstanding from said
body portion adjacent said side edges and sized and arranged
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for receipt within said guide channels and for movement
lengthwise thereof, the improvement comprising in combi-
nation:

a mounting opening extending through one of said side
walls in alignment with said guide channel thereof, said
opening being sized to permit at least a portion of one
of guide members to project outwardly therethrough to
a degree sufficient to accommodate installation of said
follower within said file drawer by inserting said fol-
lower into said file drawer to assume a starting position
with said body portion arranged at an angle of other
than 90° relative to said side walls and said portion of
said one guide member arranged to project outwardly
through said opening and then twisting said follower to
assume an installed position with said body portion
arranged at an angle of approximately 90° relative to
said side walls and said guide members positioned
within said guide channels, each of said guide members
includes leading and trailing guide portions projecting
in opposite directions normal to said body portion
relatively towards said front and rear ends, respectively,
said portion of one of said guide members is said
leading guide portion of said one guide member and
projects outwardly through said opening and said trail-
ing guide portion of the other of said guide members
projects into the guide channel of the other of the side
walls when in said starting position,

said opening corresponds in shape to said leading guide
portion of said one guide member, said portion of said
one guide member and said opening have upper and
lower edge portions arranged to converge in a direction
extending towards said front end of said file drawer,
said guide channels have upper and lower guide sur-
faces engageable with said guide members and permit-
ting tilting movement of said follower within said file
drawer between forward and rearward tilted positions,
items stored within said file drawer intermediate said
follower and said front end and in engagement with
said body portion tending to tilt said follower towards
said forward tilted position, said upper and lower edge
portions of said portion of said one guide member are
disposed out of alignment with said upper and lower
edge portions of said opening when said follower is in
said forward tilted position.

5. The improvement according to claim 4, wherein said
upper edge portion of said opening forms an acute angle
with said upper guide surfaces of said guide channels equal
to or less than about 15°.

6. In the combination of a file drawer provided with a pair
of spaced-apart vertical side walls having guide channels
extending lengthwise thereof intermediate front and rear
ends of said file drawer; and a follower having a body
portion sized to be received within said file drawer with a
pair of spaced side edges thereof arranged adjacent said side
walls and a pair of guide members upstanding from said
body portion adjacent said side edges and sized and arranged
for receipt within said guide channels and for movement
lengthwise thereof, said guide members engage with said
guide channels to define a forward tilted position of said
follower within said file drawer, wherein items stored within
said file drawer intermediate said follower and said front end
in engagement with said body portion tend to tilt said
follower to assume said forward tilted position, the improve-
ment comprising in combination:

a mounting opening means extending through one of said

side walls in alignment with said guide channel thereof,
said opening means being sized and arranged to permit
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at least a portion of one of guide members to be have upper and lower edge portions arranged to converge in
projected outwardly therethrough when said follower is 3 direction extending towards said front end of said file
. . .. .. . rawer.
disposed na rfzarwardly. tilted posms)n. 0 permlt 8. The combination according to claim 6, wherein each of
removable Insertion 9f said f(?llower “flthm said ﬁl.e s said guide members includes leading and trailing guide
drawer, and said portion of said one guide member is ° portions projecting in opposite directions normal to said
misaligned with said opening means when said fol- body portion relatively towards said front and rear ends,

lower is in said forward tilted position, so as to prevent respectively, said portion of said one guide member is said
leading guide portion of said one guide member, and said

reryoval of se}id ’follower‘ from said file firawer vaen opening means corresponds in shape to said leading guide
said follower is disposed in said forward tilted position. g portion of said one guide member.

7. The improvement according to claim 6, wherein said
portion of said one guide member and said opening means I T T
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