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1
TUBE EXPANSION JOINT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The instant application claims priority of U.S. Ser. No.
09/593,788, filed Jun. 14, 2000, and abandoned Jul. 22,
2002, which claims priority of U.S. Ser. No. 60/139,203
filed Jun. 15, 1999. Both of these applications are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to pipelines con-
taining pressurized fluid, and more particularly to a junction
for connecting adjacent pipes in a pipeline such that the
pipeline is capable of accommodating accumulated thermal
expansion in the pipes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Pipelines carrying pressurized fluid over long distances
are known for a variety of applications. For example, vehicle
systems have been proposed which comprise an elongated
tubular guideway for storing and delivering pressurized
fluid, typically air, to a vehicle for levitating and/or propel-
ling the vehicle along the guideway. One such system is
described, for example, in commonly owned U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 08/912,245 filed Aug. 15, 1997, now
U.S. Pat. No. 5,909,710. In such systems, the guideway
itself is a twin tube pipeline made up of a plurality of pipes
each having a pair of sealing bulkheads located at opposite
ends thereof. The tube segments are joined end-to-end to
define the guideway, which may include lateral supports for
the vehicles or serve as a direct support or track for the
vehicles. In many vehicle systems of the type thus far
described, the pipes are elevated above ground by a series of
supports spaced along the guideway.

A recognized problem, particularly in locations where
wide variations in outdoor temperature are known to occur,
is that of thermal expansion and contraction of the pipes
forming the guideway or pipeline. The pipes must be sup-
ported and connected in a manner that allows for significant
longitudinal (axial) thermal expansion while maintaining
accurate guidance of the vehicles traveling therealong. This
must be done while maintaining a pressure seal throughout
the length of the pipeline/guideway, and allowing a continu-
ous flow passage for filling and pressure recovery over the
length of the pipeline/guideway. The axial thrust generated
in the pipes by internal pressure should either be safely
constrained or neutralized, and the stiffness and load carry-
ing ability of the pipes should be compromised as infre-
quently as possible by joints and interconnections.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises a junction for joining a
first section with an adjacent second section in a guideway
carrying pressurized fluid. The junction comprises female
end portions on a first section, male end portions on a second
section partially received within the female end portions,
and a vessel. The vessel comprises a plenum bounded at one
end by a piston. The plenum is in flow communication with
a pressure source.

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a pipeline junction for a single or twin tube guide-
way that compensates for pressure changes in the fluid and
length changes in the pipeline.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
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description of the preferred embodiments taken with the
accompanying drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
junction formed in accordance with a first embodiment of
the present invention,

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
Junction formed in accordance with a second embodiment of
the present invention similar to the first embodiment and
employing an external source of pressurized fluid;

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
junction formed in accordance with a third embodiment of
the present invention,

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
junction formed in accordance with a fourth embodiment
similar to the third embodiment and employing an external
source of pressurized fluid;

FIG. 5 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
junction formed in accordance with a fifth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a pipeline
junction formed in accordance with a sixth embodiment of
the present invention similar to the fifth embodiment and
employing an external source of pressurized fluid;

FIG. 7 is a sectional schematic view showing a pressure
regulator for use in connection with the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a top view of a twin tube guideway junction
formed in accordance with a seventh embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 9 is a top view of a twin tube guideway junction
formed in accordance with a seventh embodiment of the
present invention, showing the junction after thermal expan-
sion of the guideway tubes;

FIG. 10 is a side view of a twin tube guideway junction
formed in accordance with a seventh embodiment of the
present invention, taken at Plane A—A in FIG. 8;

FIG. 11 is a side view of a twin tube guideway junction
formed in accordance with a seventh embodiment of the
present invention, showing the junction after thermal expan-
sion of the guideway tubes, taken at Plane B—B in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a top cross-sectional view of a twin tube
guideway junction formed in accordance with a seventh
embodiment of the present invention, taken at Plane C—C
in FIG. 10; and

FIG. 13 is a top cross-sectional view of a twin tube
guideway junction formed in accordance with a seventh
embodiment of the present invention, showing the junction
after thermal expansion of the guideway tubes, taken at
Plane D—D of FIG. 11.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to FIG. 1, a pipeline junction formed in
accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention
is shown and designated generally by the reference numeral
10. Junction 10 forms a connection between a first pipe 12
and a second pipe 14 adjacent thereto in a pipeline 2 in a
manner designed to accommodate accumulated thermal
expansion or contraction of the individual pipes making up
the pipeline. As will be understood from the present
specification, junction 10 compensates for thermal-induced
increases in axial thrust tending to separate adjacent pipes in
the pipeline by providing a plenum chamber wherein fluid
pressure acts opposite to the axial thrust to maintain the
connection between the pipes. For lengthy pipes fabricated
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of steel, for example pipes extending approximately five
miles long, axially directed expansion of up to thirty-three
feet must be accommodated. It is contemplated to space a
plurality of junctions 10 at intervals along the length of
pipeline 2 as dictated by design demands such as pipeline
material, curves or direction changes in the pipeline, internal
pressures, climate, etc. Pipes 12 and 14 are preferably
supported by rollers 16 engaging the underside of external
rails 17 on each lateral side of the pipe to allow axially
directed expansion and contraction of the pipes.

First pipe 12 in FIG. 1 includes a female end portion 18
sized to slidably receive a fitted part of a male end portion
20 of second pipe 14. A vessel 22 is carried by first pipe 12
and includes a venting end 24 fixed to first pipe 12 at or near
female end portion 18, a wall 26 extending in an axial
direction beyond the extent of female end portion 18, and a
closure end 28 extending radially inward for fitted closure
about the exterior of second pipe 14. Male end portion 20
includes a radially enlarged flange 30 sized for slidable fit
with vessel wall 26. A circumferential sealing member 32 is
situated between sliding surfaces of closure end 28 and pipe
14 for maintaining a fluid tight seal at rest and during axially
directed relative movement. Likewise, another circumferen-
tial sealing member 34 is provided between sliding surfaces
of flange 30 and vessel wall 26 for maintaining a fluid tight
seal even while axially directed relative movement takes
place. Yet another circumferential sealing member 36 is
preferably inserted between the exterior of male end portion
and the interior of overlapping female end portion 18.
Sealing members 32, 34, and 36 may be O-rings held within
a corresponding groove or rolling seals, depending upon the
configuration of the surfaces between which the particular
sealing member acts. Consequently flange 30, wall 26,
closure end 28, and the exterior of second pipe 14 cooperate
to define an annular plenum chamber 38 having a volume
that varies with the occurrence of axially directed thermal
expansion and contraction of pipes 12 and 14.

In accordance with the present invention, plenum cham-
ber 38 communicates with a source of pressurized fluid such
that force is applied against the area of closure end 28 and
against the area of flange 30 to counter axially directed thrust
in pipeline 2 incident to a rise in temperature and resulting
rise in internal pipeline pressure. In the first embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, the source of pressurized fluid is the
pipeline itself, which may be carrying pressurized air or
some other fluid for a vehicle guideway or other application.
Plenum chamber 38 preferably communicates with pipeline
2 via a plurality of ports 40 extending through second pipe
14 to the plenum chamber. Due to the open construction at
venting end 24 of vessel 22, atmospheric pressure acts upon
flange 30 opposite the plenum chamber pressure. As pres-
sure within pipeline 2 increases, so does the pressure within
plenum chamber 38, thereby countering axial thrust effects.
As pipeline pressure decreases, a corresponding decrease in
pressure within plenum chamber 38 occurs.

FIG. 2 shows junction 10' formed according to a second
embodiment of the present invention. Junction 10' is struc-
turally similar to junction 10 of the first embodiment,
however an external source of pressurized fluid 42, rather
than pipeline 2, communicates with plenum chamber 38 in
a controlled manner. External source 42, represented sym-
bolically by a pressure tank in FIG. 2, communicates with
plenum chamber 38 by way of a line 44 connected to a
pressure regulator 46 and a line 48 from the pressure
regulator to the plenum chamber. External source 42 pref-
erably supplies hydraulic or pneumatic pressurization to
plenum chamber 38, however any suitable fluid may be used
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depending upon the specific application and environmental
factors. A sampling line 50 is used for sensing pipeline
pressure, thereby allowing pressure within the plenum
chamber to be adjusted based on the pipeline pressure. The
sensing of pipeline pressure and corresponding adjustment
of pressure within plenum chamber 38 may be carried out by
an entirely mechanical pressure regulator, or by an electro-
mechanical pressure regulator that employs a transducer
located within pipeline 2 or otherwise exposed to the pipe-
line pressure to provide a signal representative of the pipe-
line pressure. As pressure increases within pipeline 2, fluid
from external source 42 is delivered to plenum chamber 38
to increase pressure therein for countering axial thrust
effects. When pipeline pressure decreases, pressure regulator
46 provides for venting from plenum chamber 38 to atmo-
sphere to decrease pressure in the plenum chamber.

A junction formed according to a third embodiment of the
present invention is illustrated in FIG. 3 and designated
generally by reference numeral 60. Junction 60 differs from
junction 10 of the first embodiment in that venting end 24 of
vessel 22 is now fixed to second pipe 14, while flange 30 is
located on female end portion 18 of first pipe 12. In view of
this alternative construction, the plurality of communication
ports 40 between the interior of pipeline 2 and plenum
chamber 38 are located through first pipe 12. FIG. 4 shows
a fourth embodiment junction designated 60' that is substan-
tially similar in construction to third embodiment 60, how-
ever it utilizes external source 42 rather than pipeline 2 to
communicate with plenum chamber 38 in a manner analo-
gous to that described above with respect to second embodi-
ment junction 10' of FIG. 2.

Attention is now directed to FIG. 5, which shows a
pipeline junction 70 formed in accordance with a fifth
embodiment of the present invention. Junction 70 includes
one or more retracting actuators 72 each comprising a
cylinder 74 fixed to first pipe 12, and a corresponding piston
76 on a piston rod 77 fixed at one end to second pipe 14 to
define a plenum chamber 38. Each actuator 72 includes a
vent 78 to the atmosphere on a side of piston 76 opposite
plenum chamber 38. A fluid tight sealing member 36 is
provided between female end portion 18 and male end
portion 20, and each actuator 72 includes fluid tight sealing
members 32 and 34 between piston rod 77 and a closed end
of cylinder 74 and between piston 76 and the internal wall
of the cylinder, respectively. In the embodiment of FIG. 5,
pipeline 2 serves as a source of pressurized fluid commu-
nicating with plenum chambers 38 through lines 80. As can
be appreciated, when the total surface area of pistons 76 is
the same as the pipe joint area being sealed, the repulsive
force between the ends of the pipe is neutralized. The
actuators 72 thereby perform the same temperature compen-
sating function as the concentric configurations of the first
through fourth embodiments by presenting equal areas to the
pipeline area, such that the applied pressure counters the
repelling force between female end portion 18 and male end
portion 20.

FIG. 6 shows a junction 70' formed according to a sixth
embodiment of the present invention based largely on junc-
tion 70 of the fifth embodiment. Junction 70' includes
external source 42 connected to each plenum chamber 38
through pressure regulator 46 for pressurizing the plenum
chambers and venting the plenum chambers as internal pipe
pressure rises and falls.

Of course, further embodiments analogous to those shown
in FIGS. 5 and 6 are possible wherein cylinders 74 are fixed
to second pipe 14 at or near male end portion 20, and piston
rods 77 are fixed to first pipe 12. One such embodiment
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would have the plenum chambers in communication with
pipeline 2, while another such embodiment would have the
plenum chambers in communication with external source 42
through pressure regulator 46.

In instances where it is desirable to prevent internal
exposure of the actuating surfaces to the pipeline fluid, such
as when the pipeline fluid is corrosive or “sludge-like,” or in
instances where it is desirable to use smaller and higher
pressure actuators employing a different actuating fluid from
the pipeline fluid, the fluid within plenum chamber 38 can be
isolated from the pipeline fluid by a diaphragm located
between each fluid. This diaphragm can be an integral part
of pressure regulator 46. FIG. 7 shows one possible con-
figuration of pressure regulator 46 that achieves fluid sepa-
ration by incorporating a pair of pressure ratio diaphragms.
Pressure regulator 46 in FIG. 7 is designed to control the
pressure within plenum chambers 38 to be equal to the
pipeline pressure or to some multiple thereof. In the latter
case, the use of higher plenum chamber pressures would
reduce the surface area requirements of the plenum chamber
or chambers. Pressure regulator 46 operates by delivering
fluid from external source 42 to each plenum chamber 38, or
by venting fluid from plenum chamber 38 to atmosphere, to
maintain a predetermined ratio between the pipeline pres-
sure and the plenum chamber pressure. Pressure regulator 46
includes a supply valve 100 for controlling flow between
external source 42 and a supply chamber 102 of the pressure
regulator, and a venting valve 104 controlling flow through
a passage 106 between supply chamber 102 and a venting
chamber 108, which in turn communicates with ambient
atmosphere through a vent port 109. Supply valve 100 and
venting valve 104 are operably coupled with a pipeline
sensing chamber 110 by pressure ratio diaphragms 112A and
112B positioned between supply chamber 102 and sensing
chamber 110. When the ratio of the pipeline pressure to
plenum chamber pressure exceeds a predetermined value, 20
supply valve 100 is forced open by the action of diaphragms
112A, 112B and venting valve 104 is held closed by spring
bias, thereby allowing flow from external source 42 through
the supply valve, supply chamber, and line 48 to plenum
chamber 38 until the predetermined pressure ratio is once
again achieved. Conversely, when the ratio of the pipeline
pressure to plenum chamber pressure drops below the pre-
determined value, venting valve 104 is forced open by the
action of diaphragms 112A, 112B and supply valve 100 is
held closed by spring bias, thereby allowing flow from
plenum chamber 38 through line 48, supply chamber 102,
passage 106, venting valve 104, venting chamber 108, and
vent port 109 to atmosphere until the predetermined pressure
ratio is reached. In addition to maintaining a desired pressure
ratio, pressure regulator 46 of FIG. 7 keeps the pipeline and
plenum chamber fluids separated at all times.

Of course, other types of pressure regulators, including
electro-mechanical pressure regulators, can be substituted
for the pressure regulator shown in FIG. 7 without departing
from the scope of the present invention as set forth in the
claims.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 10, a twin tube guideway
junction formed in accordance with a seventh embodiment
of the present invention is shown and designated generally
by the reference numeral 210. Junction 210 forms a con-
nection between a first section 212 and a second section 220
adjacent thereto in a manner designed to accommodate
accumulated thermal expansion or contraction of the indi-
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6

vidual pipes making up guideway 211. First section 212 is
made up of first pipe 214 and second pipe 216. Second
section 220 is made up of first pipe 222 and second pipe 224.
Both first section 212 and second section 220 include cross
flow tubes 230.

In the first section 212, first pipe 214 and second pipe 216
in FIG. 12 include a female end portion 218 sized to slidably
receive a fitted part of a male end portion 226 of first and
second pipes 222 and 224 of second section 220. A circum-
ferential sealing member 228 is situated between sliding
surfaces of male end portions 226 and female end portions
218 maintaining a fluid tight seal at rest and during axially
directed relative movement. A vessel 240 is located between
the pipes of guideway 211. Vessel 240 is connected at a first
end 241 to the pipes of the guideway by structural supports
243. At a second end 242, piston shaft 250 extends into
vessel 240. Piston 246 is at the end of piston shaft 250.
Piston 246, the interior wall of vessel 240, and the exterior
of piston shaft 250 cooperate to define annular fluid plenum
248 having a volume that varies with the occurrence of
axially directed thermal expansion and contraction of sec-
tions 212 and 220. Fluid plenum 248 is in flow communi-
cation with the guideway pipes through passage 244. Pas-
sage 244 is shown in FIG. 12 to lead to pipe 222, but it
should be readily apparent to one skilled in the art that any
of the four pipes can be used, and all of these configurations
are within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed.
A circumferential sealing member 252 is situated between
sliding surfaces of piston 246 and the wall of vessel 240
maintaining a fluid tight seal at rest and during axially
directed relative movement. Circumferential sealing mem-
ber 254 is situated between the sliding surfaces of piston
shaft 250 and the wall of vessel 240. Vent 256 is located in
the wall of vessel 240 at the first end 241, allowing air
plenum 258 to be in communication with the outside atmo-
sphere.

In accordance with the present invention, fluid plenum
248 communicates with the pressurized fluid in guideway
211 such that force is applied against the piston 246 and
against the area of second end 242 of vessel 240 to counter
axially directed thrust in guideway 211 incident to a rise in
temperature and resulting rise in internal guideway pressure.
Due to vent 256 at first end 241 of vessel 240, atmospheric
pressure acts upon piston 246 opposite the fluid plenum
pressure. As pressure within guideway 211 increases, so
does the pressure within fluid plenum 248, thereby counter-
ing axial thrust effects. As guideway pressure decreases, a
corresponding decrease in pressure within fluid plenum 248
oceurs.

FIGS. 8, 10, and 12 show the guideway junction with the
pipes at their nominal length. FIGS. 9, 11, and 13 show the
guideway junction after the pipes have lengthened due to
thermal expansion. Piston 246 has been forced into vessel
240 towards first end 241. Fluid plenum 248 has increased
in volume, and more fluid from second pipe 222 has entered
fluid plenum 248 through passage 244. Air plenum 258 has
been reduced in volume. Air has left air plenum 258 through
vent 256. This reduces the fluid pressure in the guideway,
which would have otherwise increased due to the increase in
temperature.

If the guideway then cools, the junction returns to the
configuration shown in FIGS. 8, 10, and 12. The piston is
drawn back towards second end 242 of vessel 240. Air
plenum 258 increases in volume, which draws air through
vent 256. Fluid plenum 248 decreases in size, and fluid
returns to the guideway through passage 244. This will
increase the pressure in the guideway, which otherwise
would have dropped due to the decrease in temperature.
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Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having
ordinary skill in the art, and these modifications are intended
to be within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed.

What I claim is:

1. A junction for a twin tube guideway carrying pressur-
ized fluid, said junction comprising:

female end portions on a first pipe and a second pipe of

a first section;

male end portions on a first pipe and a second pipe of a
second section partially received within said female
end portions; and

a vessel comprising a plenum bounded at one end by a
piston, said plenum in flow communication with one of
said pipes, said piston connected to said one of said
pipes in flow communication with said plenum.

2. The junction recited in claim 1 wherein said one of said

pipes in flow communication with said plenum is said first
pipe of said first section.
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3. The junction recited in claim 1 wherein said one of said
pipes in flow communication with said plenum is said
second pipe of said first section.

4. The junction recited in claim 1 wherein said one of said
pipes in flow communication with said plenum is said first
pipe of said second section.

5. The junction recited in claim 1 wherein said one of said
pipes in flow communication with said plenum is said
second pipe of said second section.

6. The junction recited in claim 1, further comprising a
sealing member between said piston and an internal wall of
said vessel for providing a fluid-tight seal while permitting
axially directed relative movement between said piston and
said internal wall of said vessel.

7. The junction recited in claim 1 further comprising a
sealing member between said male end portions and said
female end portions of said pipes for providing a fluid-tight
seal while permitting axially directed relative movement
between said first section and said second section.



