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1
MAST ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known to support an antenna on a mast, which is in
turn mounted on the upper end of a tower supported adjacent
its lower end for pivotal movement about a horizontally
disposed axis, so as to allow the antenna to be lowered into
a position adjacent to the ground in order to facilitate access
to the antenna. However, while some access to an antenna is
affixed when a tower is tilted into a position near the ground,
such access is somewhat limited in case of larger antennas
by ground engagement of the ends of the antenna boom or
elements, which may have lengths exceeding thirty and forty
feet respectively. Further lowering of the antenna may be
permitted by use of a ladder to access a boom-mast clamp
securing the boom to the mast in order to permit swinging
movement of the antenna about the axis of the boom to lie
more or less parallel to the ground. After work on the
antenna is completed, the tower must be partially raised and
a ladder again used to afford access to the boom-mast clamp
for the purposes of clamping the boom relative to the mast,
such that they are retained in desired orientation relative to
the mast when the tower is again swung into its normal
upstanding or use position.

It has been proposed to telescopically mount a mast in
order to permit lowering of an antenna, but again a ladder
may be required to afford access to the antenna. The use of
ladders tends to be time consuming and undesirable from a
safety standpoint.

It has been a common practice for the case of antenna
mounted fixed upright towers to use a crane or high lift to
provide access to the antenna, but again this requires one or
more workers to work in an elevated position above the
ground where access to the individual elements is somewhat
limited.

OBIJECT OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed towards an antenna
installation, wherein, an antenna carried by a mast mounted
adjacent an upper end of a tower may be lowered into
position closely adjacent the ground incident to downwardly
swinging movement of the tower about a generally horizon-
tally disposed axis into a lowered position.

More specifically, the invention is directed to an antenna
installation, wherein an antenna is mounted on a mast by a
gravity operated hinge mechanism, which permits the
antenna to be unlatched for swinging movement relative to
the mast, as an incident to downward swinging movement of
a tower on which the mast is mounted, whereby to facilitate
access to the antenna from the ground, and subsequently
permits the antenna to be latched in its initial orientation
relative to the mast, as an incident to upward swinging
movement of the tower into its upstanding use position.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a prospective view of the antenna installation of
the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is an enlarged prospective view of a hinge mecha-
nism for use in supporting the antenna for pivotal movement
relative to a tower-supported mast;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the mechanism of FIG.
2, but showing a latch of the mechanism pivoted into a
release position as an incident to pivotal movement of the
mast toward its lowered position;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 3, but
showing the antenna pivoted relative to the mast incident to
pivotal movement of the mast into its lowered position;

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 4, but
showing the antenna fully pivoted relative to the mast under
the influence of gravity, as the latter is disposed in its
lowered position;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken generally along the line
6—6 in FIG. 5; and

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken generally along the line
7—7 in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Reference is first made to FIG. 1, wherein an antenna
installation 10 is shown as having a tower 12, including a
mast 14 mounted adjacent its the upper end; and an antenna
16 mounted on the mast by the hinge mechanism 18. Tower
12 is suitably mounted on a support, such as a ground pad
20, for vertical pivotal movement about a first horizontal
hinge axis 22 between a generally horizontally disposed
lowered position, shown only for the case of mast 14 in
FIGS. 4 and 6; and the vertically upstanding use position of
the mast shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. Any suitable mechanism,
such as a winch 24 shown in FIG. 1, may be employed to
swing tower 12 vertically between its lowered and use
positions. Other means, such as a locking bolts, not shown,
may be employed and to selectively maintain the tower in its
upstanding use position, wherein antenna 16 is elevated
above surrounding buildings/terrain which might adversely
interfere with its operation.

Antenna 16 is shown in FIG. 1 as including a boom 26
disposed adjacent a side of mast 14 arranged to face down-
wardly when the mast is disposed in the lowered position of
tower 12, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6; and a plurality of
generally parallel antenna elements 28 mounted on boom 26
to lie generally within a common plane disposed normal
thereto and normal to mast 14 when the tower is disposed in
its upstanding use problem.

Hinge mechanism 18 is shown in FIGS. 2-7 as including
a mast plate 30 adapted for attachment to mast 14, such as
by a plurality of U-shaped, screw threaded clamps 32; a
boom plate 34, adapted for attachment to boom 26, such as
by a plurality of U-shaped screw threaded clamps 36; and a
pair of parallel side plates 38 and 38 having first edges 38a
and 38a rigidly fixed to boom plate 34 to extend normal
thereto such as by threaded bolts 40, and second edges or
ends 38b and 38b pivotallly coupled to mast 14 for rotation
about a second hinge axis 42 via a bearing pin 44 received
by a bearing plate 46 fixed to mast plate 30 by threaded bolts
48. Second axis 42 is disposed essentially parallel to axis 22.

Hinge mechanism 18 also includes latch means including
a pair of latch plates 50 and 50 arranged parallel to and
outwardly of side plates 38 and 38 and supported thereon for
pivotal movement about a third axis 52 disposed essentially
parallel to axes 42 and 42 by a hinge pin 54. Latch plates 50
and 50 are provided with enlarged or weighted ends 56 and
56, which operate under the influence of gravity to swing the
latch plates between a first position shown in FIG. 2,
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wherein latch arms 58 and 58 carried adjacent opposite ends
of the latch plates operatively engage with a latch receiver
60 fixed to mast plate 30 by bolts 62, and a second position
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, wherein the latch plates are
disengaged from the receiver in order to free boom 26 for
free swinging movement about second axis 42. Also it will
be understood that when the latch plates are in latched
condition, they additionally serve to reduce the wind
induced flexures of antenna 16 about the axis of mast 14.

Preferably a pair of wind shields 64 and 64 are fixed to the
oppositely facing surfaces of side plates 38 and 38 in order
to prevent wind induced pivotal movements of latch arms 58
and 58 from engagement with latch receiver 60 when mast
14 is disposed in its use position.

From the forgoing, it will be understood that tower 12
may be swung downwardly from its upstanding use position
into its lowered position about first axis 22, whenever it is
desired to permit inspection, maintenance or installation of
antenna 16. As tower 12 is lowered, the force of gravity
acting on latch plated 50 and 50 serves to pivot the latch
arms 58 and 58 about third axis 52 away form engagement
with latch receiver 60 in order to free boom 26 for free
downward swinging movement about second axis 42 until
the boom reaches the position shown in FIG. 4 upon
placement of tower 12 in its lowered position. Thereafter,
antenna may be temporarily fixed to assume a position
wherein elements 28 are disposed essentially parallel to mast
14 by means of a latch arm 64, which is pivotally fixed to
boom plate 34 by a pivot pin 66 and arranged to be placed
in removable engagement with boom 14, as shown in FIG.
6. When it is desired to return antenna to its initial elevated
use position, it is necessary to first manually disengage latch
arm 64 from mast 14, whereafter tower 12 may be swung
upwardly into its upstanding position.

Finally, it is preferable to provide hinge mechanism 18
with a stabilizer plate 68, which is fixed to bridge between
side plates 38 and 38 and provided with a mast receiving
recess 70, which opens in direction away from the boom
plate 34, as shown in FIG. 7.

We claim:

1. In an antenna installation having a tower including a
mast supported adjacent its upper end and in turn being
supported by a first hinge means for pivotal movement about
a first horizontal axis between a generally horizontally
disposed lowered and vertically upstanding use positions,
and an antenna including a boom mounted on an mast and
a plurality of antenna elements mounted on said boom to lie
within a plane disposed generally normal to said mast when
in said upstanding use position, the improvement compris-
ing in combination:

a second hinge means for mounting said boom for pivotal
movement relative to said mast about a second hori-
zontal axis disposed generally parallel to said first
horizontal axis, said boom being disposed adjacent a
side of said mast arranged to face downwardly when
said mast is disposed in said lowered position, and said
boom tending to swing about said second axis in a
direction away from said mast under the influence of
gravity to position said plane at an inclined angle
relative to said mast when in said lowered position.

2. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein latch
means are provided to releasably latch said boom against
pivotal movement relative to said mast about said second
axis.

3. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein said
latch means is a gravity operated latch means tending to
release incident to downward pivotal movement of said mast
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about said first axis and reengage incident to upward pivotal
movement of said mast about said first axis into said
upstanding position.

4. The improvement according to claim 2, wherein further
latch means are provided to releasably support said antenna
on said mast when in said lower position, wherein said plane
is disposed generally parallel to said mast.

5. The improvement according to claim 3, wherein further
latch means are provided to releasably support said antenna
on said mast when in lowered position, wherein said antenna
elements are disposed generally parallel to said mast.

6. The improvement according to claim 1, wherein said
second hinge means includes a mast plate for attachment to
said mast, a boom plate for attachment to said boom, a pair
of parallel side plates rigidly fixed to said boom plate to
extend normal thereto, said mast plate extending sidewise
between said side plates and being connected thereto for
relative pivotal movement about said second axis.

7. The improvement according to claim 6, wherein latch
means are provided to releasably latch said side plates
against movement relative to said mast plate about said
second axis.

8. The improvement according to claim 7, wherein said
latch means includes a pair of pivotally supported, gravity
operated latch plates supported on opposite facing surfaces
of said side plates and arranged to releasably engage with a
latch receiver carried by said mast plate to bridge across said
side plates.

9. The improvement according to claim 8, wherein said
boom plate pivotally supports a further latch means for
releasably supporting said antenna on said mast when in
lowered position, wherein said antenna elements are dis-
posed generally parallel to said mast.

10. The improvement according to claim 8, wherein a pair
of wind shields are fixed to oppositely facing surfaces of said
side plates to prevent wind induced unlatching pivotal
movements of said latch plates when said mast is in said
upstanding use position.

11. The improvement according to claim 10, wherein
further latch means are provided to releasably support said
antenna on said mast when in said lowered position with said
antenna elements being disposed generally parallel to said
mast.

12. The improvement according to claim 11, wherein a
boom stabilizer plate bridges between said side plates and is
provided with a mast receiving recess opening in a direction
away from said boom plate and adapted to removeably
receive said mast when said side plates are releasably
latched against movement relative to said mast plate about
said second axis.

13. A hinge mechanism for supporting an antenna for
pivotal movement about a horizontally disposed axis relative
to an antenna mast of the type adapted to be swung vertically
between a normal upstanding use position and a lowered
position suitable for inspection/maintenance/installation of
said antenna about a lower axis arranged parallel to said
axis, said antenna including a boom and a plurality of
antenna elements fixed to extend normal to said boom in
approximately a common plane, said hinge mechanism
comprising:

a mast plate for attachment to said mast;

a boom plate for attachment to said boom;

a pair of parallel side plates having first edges fixed to
extend normal to said boom plate and opposite second
edges cooperating with said mast plate to mount hinge
means defining said axis;
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a pair of parallel latch plates pivotally supported adjacent
oppositely facing surfaces of said side plates for swing-
ing movement about a common axis;

a latch receiver carried by said mast plate for engagement
by said latch plates to releasably prevent pivotal move-
ment of said boom plate relative to said mast plate
about said axis, and said latch plates being adapted to
be biased by gravity to disengage from said latch
receiver to permit swinging movement of said boom
plate about said axis incident to swinging movement of
said mast into said lower position and to reengage with
said latch receiver to constrain swinging movement of
said boom plate about said axis incident to swinging
movement of said mast into said upstanding use posi-
tion.

14. A hinge mechanism according to claim 13, wherein a
support hook is pivotally mounted on said boom plate and
arranged to releaseably engage with said mast for supporting
said antenna, when said mast is in said lowered position, to
assume a position in which said antenna elements are
disposed generally parallel to said mast.

15. A hinge mechanism according to claim 14, wherein a
pair of wind shields are fixed to oppositely facing surfaces
of said side plates to prevent wind induced unlatching
pivotal movements of said latch plates towards said when
said mast is in said upstanding use position.

16. A hinge mechanism according to claim 185, wherein a
boom stabilizer plate bridges between said side plates and is
provided with a mast receiving recess opening in a direction
away from said boom plate and adapted to removeably
receive said mast when said side plates are releasably
latched against movement relative to said mast plate by said
latch plates.

10

15

20

25

30

6

17. In an antenna installation having a tower including a
mast supported adjacent its upper end and in turn being
supported adjacent its lower end by a first hinge means for
pivotal movement about a first horizontal axis between a
generally horizontally disposed lowered and vertically
upstanding use positions, and an antenna including a boom
mounted on said mast and a plurality of parallel antenna
elements mounted on said boom, the improvement compris-
ing in combination:

a second hinge means adapted for mounting said boom for
pivoted movement relative to said mast about a second
horizontal hinge axis disposed parallel to said first axis;
and,

latch means for releaseably latching said boom against
pivotal movement relative to said mast about said
second axis, and said latch means is gravity operated
tending to disengage and release said boom for free
pivotal movement relative to said mast about said
second axis incident to downward pivotal movement of
said mast away from said upstanding use position and
to reengage and constrain said boom against pivotal
movement relative to said mast about said second axis
incident to upward pivotal movement of said mast
towards said upstanding position.

18. The improvement according to claim 17, wherein
further latch means is provided to releasably constrain said
boom against rotation relative to said mast about said second
axis to retain said boom in a position in which said antenna
elements are proposed to extend generally parallel to said
mast.



