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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for detecting damage done to a clutch having at
least two components that transfer torque by frictional
engagement comprises the following steps: determining the
friction power L introduced into the friction surfaces of the
components by slippage between the torque-transferring
components, calculating an individual damage value ESW=f
(L,t), wherein t denotes time, and rating the clutch as dam-
aged when ESW exceeds a predetermined value.

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR DETECTING
DAMAGE DONE TO A CLUTCH HAVING AT
LEAST TWO COMPONENTS THAT
TRANSFER TORQUE BY FRICTIONAL
ENGAGEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application claims priority of German Patent
Application No. 10 2005 002 590.0 filed Jan. 20, 2005, which
application is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method and a system for detect-
ing damage done to a clutch having at least two components
that transfer torque by frictional engagement.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Modern motor vehicles increasingly use automated
clutches the friction disks of which are made to transfer
torque by motor actuators regulated by a control device. It is
important for both the start-up and the gear shifting that the
operation of the clutch, namely accurate adjustment of the
torque to be transferred, be flawless.

From DE 10131 434 A1 is known a wear-detection device
for a motor vehicle disk clutch whereby, depending on adap-
tations of the clutch performance curve (for example, reset-
ting of the engagement point of the clutch) a wear index is
formed which, for example, indicates the extent to which the
clutch is already worn. In addition to the wear index, another
operation-dependent clutch value is formed whereby, for
example, the temperature of the friction disks is determined
and integrated over the time interval during which the tem-
perature exceeds a critical value.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The method of the invention allows instantaneous detec-
tion of an inadmissibly high stress exerted on the clutch with
inadmissibly high power application to the friction surfaces
so that it is possible to undertake instantaneous countermea-
sures such as reducing the power, or the torque, applied by the
driving engine, faster closing of the clutch, etc.

Itis advantageous to calculate the individual damage value
ESW only during time intervals during which L exceeds a
threshold value. For a friction power that is below the thresh-
old value, there is practically no damage to or wear of the
clutch. By operating with a programmed permanent micro-
slippage, the said threshold value prevents constant damage
or constant energy input.

Advantageously, the function whereby ESW is calculated
contains a term of the form [Idt wherein n denotes a number
greater than zero.

Moreover, the function whereby ESW is calculated advan-
tageously has the general form: ESW=f{(p,T,t) wherein T
denotes a quantity corresponding to the temperature of the
friction surfaces.

The method of the invention, however, can be developed
further by determining a total damage value GSW by sum-
ming the individual damage values ESW and rating the fric-
tion surfaces as worn when GSW exceeds a limiting value.

In determining GSW, the magnitude of ESW resulting
from a previous clutch actuation and the time elapsed since
the end of the previous clutch actuation are advantageously
taken into account.
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The part of the objective of the invention that concerns the
said system is reached with the aid of a system for detecting
damage done to a clutch having at least two components that
transfer torque by frictional engagement, which system con-
tains a device for determining friction power applied to the
frictionally engaged friction surfaces of the components and
an evaluation unit that determines wear according to one of
the aforesaid methods.

Advantageously, the system of the invention contains a
device for determining a friction surface temperature and
determines the evaluation unit of a single damage value
according to the function of general form: ESW=f(L, T t).

Advantageously, the evaluation unit contains a model that
indicates individual damage depending on the duration of the
friction power application and another model that indicates
individual damage depending on the temperature of the fric-
tion surfaces and places the two thus-determined individual
damages into a mutual relationship.

The object of the invention is to detect critical load condi-
tions for a clutch which, for example, lead to damage to the
clutch as a result of excessive load on the friction lining
caused by short-lasting excessive local temperatures, and
thus to be able instantly to counteract such critical load con-
ditions.

This objective can be reached with the aid of a method for
detecting damage to a clutch having at least two components
that transfer torque by frictional engagement, said method
comprising the following steps:

determining the friction power L introduced into the fric-

tion surfaces of the components by slippage between the
torque-transferring components,

calculating an individual damage value ESW=f(L,1),

wherein t denotes time, and,

rating the individual damage value for the clutch when

ESW exceeds a predetermined value.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, the invention, which can be applied to
virtually all kinds of components that transfer power or torque
by friction, will be explained by reference to examples shown
by schematic drawings and additional details. In the draw-
ings,

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of the drivetrain
of a motor vehicle;

FIG. 2 shows plots indicating the wear of the friction lining
for different energy inputs and constant friction power;

FIG. 3 shows plots indicating the wear of the friction lining
for different friction power values and constant energy input;
and,

FIG. 4 shows a schematic representation intended to
explain different clutch protection strategies.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to FIG. 1, a drivetrain of a motor vehicle con-
tains an internal combustion engine 2 which by a clutch 4 and
a transmission 6 is connected to a propeller shaft 8 which in
turn, through a differential 10, drives the wheels 12 of a motor
vehicle. Itis understood that the drivetrain can be a drivetrain
of a front-wheel drive vehicle or a four-wheel drive vehicle.

Clutch 4 is preferably a friction disk clutch with dry friction
disks, said clutch being actuated by an actuator 14.

Transmission 6 can be of any design. It can be a manually
shifted transmission, an automated manually shifted trans-
mission, an automatic transmission with planetary gear sets,
a continuously variably transmission [CVT], etc. In the
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example shown here, transmission 6 is, for example, an auto-
mated manually shifted transmission actuated by an actuator
device 16.

Internal combustion engine 2 has a power control member
18 actuated by actuator 20.

For the actuation of actuators 14, 16 and 20 there is pro-
vided an electronic control device 22, containing a micropro-
cessor and program and data memories and the inputs of
which are connected with an accelerator pedal sensor 24, a
sensor 26 for sensing the speed of rotation of propeller shaft
8, a sensor for sensing the speed of rotation of the crankshaft
of the internal combustion engine 2 and optionally other
sensors, such as a position sensor for sensing the position of
the actuation member of clutch 4, a sensor for sensing the
temperature of the internal combustion engine, a sensor for
sensing the position of the accelerator pedal, etc. The func-
tions ofthe electronic control device 22 can be divided among
different control devices connected to each other by a bus
system. The design and function of the arrangement
described to this point are in themselves known and, hence,
will not be explained in further detail.

According to the invention, there is provided an evaluation
unit 30 which, for example, is integrated into electronic con-
trol device 22 or is connected therewith by a bus line 32. With
the evaluation unit is connected an indicating unit 34, for
example an optical and/or acoustic indicating unit for dis-
playing warning information.

A problem encountered with current drivetrains with auto-
matic or automated clutch 4 is that increased wear occurring
in extreme situations is not detected which can lead to damage
to the clutch, damage that can be prevented according to the
present invention.

FIGS. 2 and 3 show the results of wear measurements
indicated on the ordinate as V in millimeters. The figures
represent the wear of the friction lining measured after nine
loadingcycles. FIG. 2 shows three plots obtained for different
energy inputs at constant friction power. FIG. 3 shows three
plots for different friction powers transferred at constant
energy input. As can be seen, with increasing friction power,
wear at constant energy input increases disproportionately.

From the results of the measurements, it is possible to
derive the individual damage value ESW as a measure of
clutch damage or clutch wear, for example with the aid of the
following equations:

ESW,=[L?dt(=L*E)
ESW,=[L3dt(=L**E)
ESW,=[L*d(=L**E) wherein

L denotes the slip power and E the slip energy. The expression
in parentheses indicates the integral at constant slip power L.

The slip power introduced into the friction disks of a slip-
ping clutch 6 can be calculated in control unit 22 or evaluation
unit 30 by, for example, determining the power given off by
internal combustion engine 2 to clutch 4 from the torque given
off by the internal combustion engine, said torque being
determined from the position of the power-setting organ, the
temperature and a program map, and the speed of rotation,
and by determining the torque acting on the motor vehicle
from its traction resistance, for example speed, motor vehicle
program map, slope or a torque acting in propeller shaft 8 and
the speed of rotation of the propeller shaft. From the differ-
ence of the two power values, for which additionally the
efficiency of transmission 6 and the losses between transmis-
sion and drive gear may be taken into account, it is possible to
determine the friction power introduced into clutch 4 on-line,
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namely without the time delay affecting all temperature mea-
surements made a distance from the friction surfaces.

This friction power is converted practically instanta-
neously into a temperature increase of the friction surfaces
and can be removed only to a limited extent by cooling the
clutch. If, as a result, an inadmissibly high temperature arises
directly at the friction surfaces which can lead, for example,
to a sintering of the material, the clutch is irreversibly dam-
aged. It is therefore advantageous to rate as inadmissibly high
clutch stress the stress observed when the friction power
during a minimum predetermined time interval exceeds a
limiting value that depends on the time interval. Once this
inadmissibly high clutch stress has been determined, it is
indicated by indicator unit 34, and the electronic control unit
applies countermeasures, for example, by reducing the power
output of the internal combustion engine and/or by opening
the clutch or closing it, depending on the direction in which
the friction power input into the clutch decreases.

Overall, it was found advantageous to calculate an indi-
vidual damage value ESW per clutch actuation or per clutch
slippage event according to the equation ESW=f(L,t), where
f(L,t) is equal to, or contains at least one term of the form
[L”dt, the integration being performed over the time interval
of the power input.

Even more generally, ESW can be calculated as a function
ESW=f(L,T,t) wherein T denotes a clutch temperature mea-
sured with the aid of an additional sensor 36 so that the
friction power input is, for example, rated the higher the more
the measured clutch temperature increases. The clutch tem-
perature can also be determined from a clutch model by
calculating the clutch temperature for the particular clutch
from the temperature variation of the friction power.

By summation or integration of the individual damage
values, it is possible to determine a total damage value for the
clutch indicating the total wear of the clutch. If in the calcu-
lation of the individual damage values ESW the temperature
was not also taken into account, it is advantageous, in the
integration or addition of the individual damage values, to
take into account the time elapsed between two clutch actua-
tions by not setting to zero the individual damage value imme-
diately after the end of the clutch actuation but to reduce it to
zero gradually according to a time function. This time func-
tion can be linear, a polynomial, a time-lag element or an
exponential function. After a subsequent clutch actuation, the
calculation of the individual damage values ESW then starts
with the value to which the individual damage value from the
previous clutch actuation had decreased. The time elapsed
between two events or clutch actuations can also be taken into
account in the temperature-dependent calculation of the dam-
age value.

The clutch-protection strategy will be explained schemati-
cally by reference to FIG. 4.

In the traffic-light representation, the endangering of the
clutch increases from bottom to top. Region I represents, for
example, a region in which at a normal clutch actuation pro-
cess according to the equation ESW=[L*dt=(L**E) there is
obtained an individual damage value ESW of less than, for
example, 1.5 kW?kJ/(cm®*kg), or a temperature of less than
250° C. at a depth of 4 mm is obtained from a temperature
model. Region I represents normal clutch actuation so that no
clutch protection is needed.

In region II, the ESW values are above 1.5 kW?kJ/(cm*kg)
and, for example, below 2.2 kW2kJ/cm*kg or the temperature
of, for example, a pressure plate of the clutch at a depth of 4
mm below the friction surface is between 250° C. and 300° C.
Attheupper limit of this region 11, a clutch protection strategy
is needed, namely it is necessary to prevent the ESW from
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reaching this value, for example by electronically reducing
the power of the internal combustion engine.

Still higher individual damage values or temperatures
would cause fading of the clutch which would endanger both
the clutch and the operational safety of the motor vehicle.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

2 internal combustion engine
4 clutch

6 transmission

8 propeller shaft

10 differential

12 wheel

14 actuator

16 actuator device

18 power-adjusting element
20 actuator

22 electronic control device
24 accelerator pedal sensor
26 sensor

28 sensor

30 evaluation unit

32 bus line

34 indicating unit

36 sensor

What is claimed is:

1. A method for detecting damage to a clutch having at least
two components that transfer torque by frictional engage-
ment, comprising the following steps:

determining by an evaluation unit, the friction power L

introduced into the friction surfaces of the components
by slippage between the torque-transferring compo-
nents,

calculating by the evaluation unit, an individual damage

value ESW according to the function ESW=f(L,t)
wherein t denotes the time,

rating , by the evaluation unit, as clutch damage, any indi-

vidual damage value ESW exceeding a predetermined
value, and

activating countermeasures if the individual damage value

ESW exceeds the predetermined value, wherein the
countermeasures directly or indirectly manipulate the
clutch to prevent further damage to the clutch.

2. The method defined in claim 1 whereby the individual
damage value ESW is calculated only during the time interval
in which friction power L exceeds a threshold value.

3. The method defined in claim 1 wherein the stress exerted
on the clutch is rated as inadmissibly high when the friction
power L during a time interval exceeds the limiting value that
depends on the time interval.

4. The method defined in claim 1 wherein the function
whereby ESW is calculated contains at least one term of the
form [L"dt, with n denoting a number greater than zero.

5. The method defined in claim 1 wherein the function
whereby ESW is calculated has the general form:

ESW=L,T1)

wherein T is a quantity corresponding to the clutch tempera-
ture.

6. The method defined in claim 1 wherein a total damage
value GSW of the clutch is determined by summing the
individual damage values, and the friction surfaces are rated
as being worn when the GSW exceeds a limiting value.

7. The method defined in claim 6 wherein in the determi-
nation of GSW the magnitude of ESW from a previous clutch
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actuation and the time interval since the end of the previous
clutch actuation are taken into account.

8. The method recited in claim 1 wherein the countermea-
sures are selected from the group consisting of reducing the
power to a driving engine coupled to the clutch, quickly
closing the clutch, and quickly opening the clutch.

9. A system for detecting damage to a clutch having at least
two components that transfer torque by frictional engage-
ment, comprising:

a device configured to determine the friction power that is
introduced into frictionally engaged friction surfaces of
the components; and,

an evaluation unit configured to:

determine the friction power L introduced into the friction
surfaces of the components by slippage between the
torque-transferring components,

calculate an individual damage value ESW according to
the function ESW =f(L,t) wherein t denotes the time, and

rate as individual clutch damage ESW values exceeding a
predetermined value.

10. The system as defined in claim 9 comprising a device

for determining a clutch temperature, wherein the function
whereby ESW is calculated has the general form:

ESW=AL,T1)

wherein T is a quantity corresponding to the clutch tempera-
ture.

11. The system as defined in claim 10 wherein the evalua-
tion unit contains a model indicating an individual damage
that depends on the time variation of the friction power, and a
model that indicates an individual damage that depends on the
temperature of the friction surfaces, and which evaluation
unit places the two individual damages thus determined into
a mutual relationship.

12. The system recited in claim 9 wherein the system
activates countermeasures to prevent damage to the clutch as
aresult of the individual damage values exceeding the prede-
termined value.

13. The system recited in claim 12 wherein the counter-
measures are selected from the group consisting of reducing
the power to a driving engine coupled to the clutch, quickly
closing the clutch, and quickly opening the clutch.

14. A method for detecting damage to a clutch having at
least two components that transfer torque by frictional
engagement, comprising the following steps:

determining by an evaluation unit the friction power L.

introduced into the friction surfaces of the components
by slippage between the torque-transferring compo-
nents;

calculating, by the evaluation unit, an individval damage

value ESW according to the function ESW=f(L,t)
wherein t denotes the time;

rating by the evaluation unit, as clutch damage, any indi-

vidual damage value ESW exceeding a predetermined
value; and

providing a visual or audible warning that clutch damage

has occurred via an indicator unit.

15. The method defined in claim 14 whereby the individual
damage value ESW is calculated only during the time interval
in which friction power L exceeds a threshold value.

16. The method defined in claim 14 wherein the stress
exerted on the clutch is rated as inadmissibly high when the
friction power L during a time interval exceeds the limiting
value that depends on the time interval.

17. The method defined in claim 14 wherein the function
whereby ESW is calculated contains at least one term of the
form [L”dt, with n denoting a number greater than zero.



US 7,603,220 B2

7

18. The method defined in claim 14 wherein the function
whereby ESW is calculated has the general form:

ESW=L,T1)

wherein T is a quantity corresponding to the clutch tempera- 5
ture.

19. The method defined in claim 14 wherein a total damage
value GSW of the clutch is determined by summing the

8

individual damage values, and the friction surfaces are rated
as being worn when the GSW exceeds a limiting value.

20. The method defined in claim 19 wherein in the deter-
mination of GSW the magnitude of ESW from a previous
clutch actuation and the time interval since the end of the
previous clutch actuation are taken into account.
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