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TORQUE-FILLING POWER TRANSFER
ASSEMBLY FOR A MANUAL TRANSMISSION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/796,481 filed May
1, 2006.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to improvements in apparatus for
transmitting force between a rotary driving unit (such as the
engine of a motor vehicle) and arotary driven unit (such as the
variable-speed transmission in the motor vehicle). In particu-
lar, the invention relates to a power transmitting assembly to
provide fill-in torque during a gear shift in a manual trans-
mission. Specifically, the assembly uses a hydrodynamic
component to interface engine and transmission torques.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

During the typical gear shifting operation in a manual
transmission, the transmission is at least partially discon-
nected from the engine in the vehicle providing torque to the
transmission. That is, torque interruptions occur during the
gear shift. Unfortunately, these interruptions can result in
undesirable lurching or other sensations in the vehicle.
Engine power can be supplied to the transmission through
mechanical clutches, for example, clutch packs, to provide
fill-in torque to at least minimize the torque interruptions.
Unfortunately, the operation of the clutches generates signifi-
cant amounts of heat that may require extensive modification
of cooling systems for the drive train in the vehicle.

Thus, there is a long-felt need for a more thermally efficient
means of providing fill-in torque to a manual transmission
during a gear shift in the transmission.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly comprises a power transmit-
ting assembly for a vehicle, including a transmission power
output for a manual transmission in the vehicle and a torque-
filling element. The torque-filling element is arranged for
connection to an engine in the vehicle, is connected to the
transmission power output, is arranged to modify engine
torque from the engine, and is arranged to provide the modi-
fied engine torque to the transmission power output during a
shift to a gear in the manual transmission. The torque-filling
element includes a hydrodynamic torque-transmitting
device. The torque-filling element includes a rotation adjust-
ment element arranged to modify rotational speed associated
with the engine and a coupling element arranged to interface
the engine torque with torque on the transmission power
output. In some aspects, the engine is arranged to rotate at a
speed and the rotation adjustment element is arranged to
multiply the speed.

In some aspects, the rotation adjustment element is
arranged for connection to the engine and has an output
connected to the coupling element. The coupling element is
arranged to transmit the modified engine torque to the trans-
mission power output. In some aspects, the rotation adjust-
ment element is arranged to controllably connect the engine
and the coupling element. The manual transmission includes
a housing, and in some aspects, the rotation, adjustment ele-
ment includes a brake and a first planetary gear set with a sun
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gear. The brake is connected to the sun gear and is arranged to
ground the sun gear to controllably connect the engine and the
coupling element. In some aspects, the coupling element
includes a first connection element connected to the rotation
adjustment element and the coupling element and arranged to
rotationally connect the coupling element and the rotation
adjustment element. In some aspects, the first connection
element is a clutch. The clutch can be hydraulically-actuated
or mechanically-actuated.

In some aspects, the coupling element is arranged for con-
nection to the engine and has an output connected to the
rotation adjustment element. The rotation adjustment ele-
ment is arranged to provide the modified engine torque to the
transmission power output. The assembly includes a second
connection element arranged for connection to the engine,
connected to the coupling element, and arranged to rotation-
ally disconnect the coupling element from the engine. In
some aspects, the second connection element is a clutch. The
clutch can be hydraulically-actuated or mechanically-actu-
ated.

In some aspects, the coupling element is a torque converter
or a fluid coupler and, a fluid coupler gear. In some aspects,
the rotation adjustment element is a planetary gear set or at
least one gear and at least one chain.

In some aspects, the torque-filling element includes an
output shaft arranged to transmit the modified engine torque
and an output gear connected to the torque-filling element
output shaft. The transmission power output includes a trans-
mission output shaft and the output gear is arranged to rota-
tionally connect the torque-filling element output shaft and
the transmission output shaft. In some aspects, the torque-
filling element includes a transmission connection element
connected to the manual transmission, arranged for connec-
tion to the engine, and arranged to rotationally disconnect the
manual transmission from the engine during at least a portion
of the shift to a gear in the manual transmission. The engine
comprises a crankshaft, the manual transmission comprises
an input shaft, and the transmission connection element
includes a flywheel connected to the crankshaft and a third
clutch connected to the flywheel and the input shaft. The
clutch can be hydraulically-actuated or mechanically-actu-
ated.

The present invention also broadly comprises a power
transmitting assembly for a vehicle, including a flywheel
connected to an engine in the vehicle, a planetary gear set with
a planetary carrier connected to the flywheel and with a sun
gear grounded to a case for a manual transmission in the
vehicle, and a torque converter with a pump clutch and a cover
connected to a ring gear for the planetary gear set. The assem-
bly also includes an output gear connected to an output shaft
for the torque converter and connected to an output gear for
the manual transmission and a transmission clutch connected
to an input shaft for the transmission and to the flywheel. The
planetary gear set is arranged to increase a speed at which the
engine is rotating, the pump clutch is arranged to close during
a gear shift in the manual transmission assembly, and the
transmission clutch is arranged to disengage the input shaft
for the transmission and the flywheel during at least a portion
of the gear shift in the manual transmission.

The present invention further broadly comprises a power
transmitting assembly for a vehicle, including a flywheel
connected to an engine in the vehicle, a planetary gear set with
a planetary carrier connected to the flywheel and with a sun
gear, and a brake connected to the sun gear. The assembly also
includes a torque converter impeller connected to a ring gear
for the planetary gear set, an output gear connected to an
output shaft for the torque converter and connected to an
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output gear for the manual transmission, and a transmission
clutch connected to an input shaft for the transmission and to
the flywheel. The planetary gear set is arranged to increase a
speed at which the engine is rotating, the brake is arranged to
close during a gear shift in the manual transmission to ground
said sun gear with a case for said manual transmission to
transmit torque through said ring gear, and the transmission
clutch is arranged to disengage the input shaft for the trans-
mission and the flywheel during at least a portion of the gear
shift in the manual transmission.

It is a general object of the present invention to provide a
means of providing fill-in torque during a gear shift in a
manual transmission.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
means of avoiding torque gaps during a gear shift in a manual
transmission.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a
means of providing fill-in torque during a gear shift in a
manual transmission using a hydrodynamic torque-transmit-
ting device.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be readily appreciable from the following
description of preferred embodiments of the invention and
from the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a present invention power
transmitting assembly with a torque converter cover con-
nected a ring gear;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a present invention power
transmitting assembly with a torque converter impeller con-
nected a ring gear; and,

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a present invention power
transmitting assembly with a mechanically-actuated brake
and clutch.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural elements of the invention.
While the present invention is described with respect to what
is presently considered to be the preferred aspects, it is to be
understood that the invention as claimed is not limited to the
disclosed aspects.

Furthermore, it is understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and as such may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular aspects only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present invention, which is limited only
by the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention,
belongs. Although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of the invention, the preferred methods,
devices, and materials are now described.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of present invention power
transmitting assembly 100 for a vehicle, with a torque con-
verter cover connected to a ring gear. Assembly 100 includes
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transmission power output 102 for manual transmission 104
in a vehicle (not shown) and torque-filling element 106. Ele-
ment 106 is arranged for connection to engine 108, is rota-
tionally connected to transmission power output 102, and is
arranged to modify engine torque from engine, or drive unit,
108. By rotationally connected, or secured, we mean that the
element and the output are connected such that the two com-
ponents rotate together, that is, the two components are fixed
one to the other with respect to rotation. Rotationally con-
necting two compenents does not necessarily limit relative
movement in other directions. For example, it is possible for
two components that are rotationally connected to have axial
movement, via a spline connection, with respect to each other.
However, it should be understood that rotational connection
does not imply that movement in other directions is necessar-
ily present. For example, two components that are rotation-
ally connected can be axially fixed one to the other. The
preceding explanation of rotational connection is applicable
to the discussions infra. Element 106 also is arranged to
transmit the modified engine torque to transmission power
output 102 during a shift to a gear, for example, gear 110, in
the manual transmission. Torque-filling element 106 includes
at least one hydrodynamic torque-transmitting device.

Element 106 includes rotation adjustment element 112
arranged to modify rotational speed associated with engine
108 and coupling element 114 arranged to integrate the
engine torque with torque on transmission power output 102.
In general, element 114 includes the hydrodynamic torque-
transmitting device noted above. In some aspects element 114
is a torque converter. In some aspects (not shown), element
114 is a combination of a fluid coupler and at least one fluid
coupler gear. Rotation adjustment element 112 is connected
to engine 108 and has an output connected to coupling ele-
ment 114. In some aspects, element 112 is a planetary gear
set. In some aspects (not shown), element 112 is a gear and
chain combination. In FIG. 1, coupling element 114 provides
the modified engine torque to transmission power output 102.
Engine 108 rotates at a certain speed, and in general, element
112 is arranged to multiply the engine speed as further
described below.

In some aspects, element 114 includes connection element
116 connected to rotation adjustment element 112 and cou-
pling element 114. When we say a connection element or
clutch is connected to first and second items, we mean that
functional aspects of the connection element or clutch are
located on one or both of the items. That is, element 116
bridges elements 112 and 114. Connection element 116 is
arranged to rotationally connect the coupling element and the
rotation adjustment element. In some aspects, element 116 is
apump clutch and fluid pressures in torque converter 114 are
used to control the operation of the pump clutch as further
described below. In some aspects (not shown), connection
element 116 is a mechanically-actuated clutch.

Torque-filling element 106 includes output shaft 118
arranged to transmit the modified engine torque. In some
aspects, element 106 also includes output gear 120 rotation-
ally connecting output shaft 118 to output shaft 122 of trans-
mission 104.

In some aspects, element 106 includes transmission con-
nection element 124 connected to manual transmission 104
and engine 108 and arranged to rotationally disconnect the
manual transmission from the engine during at least a portion
of the shift to a gear in the manual transmission, noted above.
In some aspects, engine 108 is connected to crankshaft 126
and manual transmission 104 includes input shaft 128. Trans-
mission connection element 124 includes flywheel 130, con-
nected to crankshaft 126, and clutch 132 connected to the
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flywheel and input shaft 128. In some aspects, clutch 132 is
hydraulically-actuated. In some aspects (not shown), clutch
132 is mechanically-actuated.

The operation of assembly 100 is now described in further
detail. During “non-shifting” operation of transmission 104,
that is, the transmission is operating with a gear engaged,
engine torque is transmitted to flywheel 130 and clutch 132 is
closed so that engine torque is transmitted from the flywheel
to input shaft 128. Planetary carrier 134 in planetary gear set
112 is rotationally connected to the flywheel and ring gear
136 is rotationally connected to cover 138 of the torque con-
verter. Sun gear 140 is grounded to cover 142, therefore, the
rotation of carrier 134 is transferred to ring gear 136 and cover
138. However, clutch 116 is open so that impeller 144 in
torque converter 114 is not in contact with cover 138 and does
not receive engine torque from the cover. Thus, there is no
torque output on shaft 118.

At the start of a shift of a gear in the transmission, clutch
132 is opened, disconnecting input shaft 128 from the engine.
To ensure that fill-in torque is available to transmission 104
when clutch 132 is opening, clutch 116 is closed prior to or
simultaneous with the closing of clutch 132. Thus, element
106 is transmitting torque on output shaft 118 when clutch
132 opens. The shifting of the appropriate gear is then initi-
ated using any means known in the art. In some aspects, since
there is no torque on shaft 128 gears can be shifted using claw
clutches, for example, clutch 146. Claw clutches are advan-
tageous to use, since claw clutches do not require synchroni-
zation and are therefore less complex and expensive.

As noted supra, torque-filling element 106 provides torque
to output 102 during the gear shift noted above. There are at
least two factors that must be considered regarding fill-in
torque. First, engine torque may need to be multiplied in some
instances. Second, output torque from element 106 must be
rotationally matched with output 102, for example, in some
instances, a shaft for the output may be rotating faster than the
engine input to element 106. That is, element 106 performs a
clutch function. Thus, element 106 receives torque from
engine 108 and provides adequate torque to output 102 at a
compatible speed. The hydrodynamic torque-transmitting
device noted above, for example, torque converter 114, pro-
vides hydrodynamic bridging of the shafts and also provides
torque multiplication.

The rotational adjustment element, for example, gear set
112, is used to ensure proper input and output speed ratios in
torque converter 114. Specifically, to operate in torque con-
version mode (to multiply torque from engine 108), the speed
of impeller 144 must be greater than the speed of turbine 148.
Otherwise, the torque converter fails to multiply input torque
(turbine and impeller at the same speed) or operates in
“reverse” and acts to brake the engine, resulting in an unde-
sirable loss of engine speed and torque (turbine spinning
faster than the impeller). However, in some instances, the
speed on shaft 118 may be greater than the speed on crank-
shaft 126, for example, when transmission 104 is operating in
higher gears. Planetary gear set 112 provides the necessary
increase in the rotation speed for the impeller. Specifically,
since the engine output is connected to carrier 134, gear set
112 is configured so that the rotational speed of ring gear 136,
and cover 138, is greater than the carrier and engine speed.
Gear set 112 also ensures that the impeller is rotating rapidly
enough to provide the torque necessary when transmission
104 is operating in lower gears.

To provide fill-in torque to output 102 during the gear shift,
pump clutch 116 is closed so that torque is provided to impel-
ler 144 and torque is generated on output shaft 118. The
phasing of the operations of clutches 116 and 132 can be
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staged so as to avoid any undesirable discontinuities in the
power flow to output 102 or transmission 104. Cover 138 is
rotationally fixed to crankshaft 126, therefore, the cover is
rotating whenever engine 108 is running. This is advanta-
geous, since the inertia of an already-in-motion cover 138 is
immediately available at the beginning of'a gear shift. That s,
it is not necessary to overcome the inertia of a non-moving
cover 138 at the start of a gear shift.

When the gear shift in the transmission is completed,
clutch 132 is engaged to provide drive unit torque to shaft 128.
In some aspects, clutch 116 remains engaged as clutch 132 is
closed. That is, drive unit power flows to output 102 through
converter 114 and shaft 118 as well as from transmission 104
via shaft 122. By keeping the torque converter in the power
circuit, the transition to the newly shifted gear in the trans-
mission is smoothed by the hydrodynamic function of the
converter. To complete the shift operation, clutch 116 is
opened and torque converter 114 ceases to provide torque on
shaft 118. Transmission pump 148 is driven by shell hub 150.
Pump 148 charges converter 114 and provides fluid pressure
to control clutches 116 and 132 as well as the gear shifts in
transmission 104.

Clutches in assembly 100 can be formed in any way known
in the art. For example, friction material 152 of pump clutch
116 can be disposed on one or both of impeller 144 and cover
138.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of present invention power
transmitting assembly 200 with a torque converter impeller
connected a ring gear. Assembly 200 includes transmission
power output 202 for manual transmission 204 in a vehicle
(not shown) and torque-filling element 206. Element 206 is
arranged for connection to engine 208, is rotationally con-
nected to transmission power output 202, and is arranged to
modify engine torque from engine, or drive unit, 208. Ele-
ment 206 also is arranged to transmit the modified engine
torque to transmission power output 202 during a shift to a
gear, for example, gear 210, in the manual transmission.
Torque-filling element 206 includes at least one hydrody-
namic torque-transmitting device.

Element 206 includes rotation adjustment element 212
arranged to modify rotational speed associated with engine
208 and coupling element 214 arranged to interface the
engine torque with torque on transmission power output 202.
In general, element 214 includes the hydrodynamic torque-
transmitting device noted above. In some aspects element 214
is a torque converter. In some aspects (not shown), element
214 is a combination of a fluid coupler and at least one fluid
coupler gear.

In general, the discussion of elements 106, 112, and 114 in
the description of FIG. 1 is applicable to elements 206, 212,
and 214, respectively. Rotation adjustment element 212 is
connected to engine 208. Element 212 has an output con-
nected to coupling element 214. In some aspects, element 212
is a planetary gear set. In some aspects (not shown), element
212 is a gear and chain combination. Coupling element 214
transmits the modified engine torque to transmission power
output 202. Engine 208 rotates at a certain speed, and in
general, element 212 is arranged to multiply the engine speed
as further described below.

In some aspects, element 206 includes connection element
216 connected to rotation adjustment element 212. Connec-
tion element 216 is arranged to engage housing 218 to control
the rotation of torque converter 214, specifically, impeller
220. In some aspects, element 216 is a brake connected to sun
gear 222 of gear set 212. Engine 208 is connected to crank-
shaft 224, which is connected to flywheel 226. Flywheel 226
is connected to carrier 228 of gear set 212 and ring gear 230
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of the gear set is connected to the impeller. Brake 216 is used
to control the operation of torque converter 214 as further
described infra. In some aspects, brake 216 is hydraulically-
actuated. In some aspects (not shown), connection element
216 is a mechanically-actuated brake.

Torque-filling element 206 includes output shaft 232
arranged to transmit the modified engine torque. In some
aspects, element 206 also includes output gear 234 rotation-
ally connecting output shaft 232 to output shaft 236 of trans-
mission 204.

In some aspects, element 206 includes transmission con-
nection element 238 connected to manual transmission 204
and engine 208 and arranged to rotationally disconnect the
manual transmission from the engine during at least a portion
of'the shift to a gear in the manual transmission, noted above.
Manual transmission 204 includes input shaft 240. In some
aspects, transmission connection element 238 includes fly-
wheel 226, connected to crankshaft 224 and clutch 242 con-
nected to the flywheel and input shaft 240. In some aspects,
clutch 242 is hydraulically-actuated. In some aspects (not
shown), clutch 242 is mechanically-actuated.

The operation of assembly 200 is now described in further
detail. During “non-shifting” operation of transmission 204,
engine torque is transmitted to flywheel 226 and clutch 242 is
closed so that engine torque is transmitted from the flywheel
to input shaft 240. Brake 216 is opened, so that sun gear 222
is no longer grounded to cover 218. Therefore, the rotation of
carrier 228 is not transferred to ring gear 230 and impeller
220. Thus, there is no torque output on shaft 232.

At the start of a shift of a gear in the transmission, clutch
242 is opened, disconnecting input shaft 240 from the engine.
To ensure that fill-in torque is available to transmission 204
when clutch 242 is opening, clutch 216 is closed prior to or
simultaneous with the closing of clutch 242. Thus, element
206 is transmitting torque on output shaft 232 when clutch
242 opens. The shifting of the appropriate gear is then initi-
ated using any means known in the art. In some aspects, since
there is no torque on shaft 240, gears in transmission 204 can
be shifted using claw clutches, such as clutch 244. Claw
clutches are advantageous to use, since claw clutches do not
require synchronization and are therefore less complex and
expensive.

As noted supra, torque-filling element 206 provides torque
to output 202 during the gear shift noted above. That is,
element 206 receives torque from engine 208 and provides
torque to output 202 at a compatible speed. Further, element
206 acts to bridge or match the torque characteristics of
output shaft 232 and shaft 236 (output 202). Torque converter
214 provides hydrodynamic bridging of the shaft and also
provides torque multiplication. In the description of FIG. 1,
the problem associated with the rotational speed mismatch
between the engine and output 102, or, the ratio of the torque
converter input and output speeds, was discussed. This dis-
cussion is applicable to FIG. 2, and for the sake of brevity is
not repeated here.

To provide fill-in torque to output 202 during the gear shift,
brake 216 is closed so that the sun gear is grounded and
engine torque is transmitted though the carrier and ring gear
to impeller 220 and torque is generated on output shaft 232.
The phasing of the operations of brake 216 and clutch 242 can
be staged so as to avoid any undesirable discontinuities in the
power flow to output 202 or transmission 204.

When the gear shift in the transmission is completed,
clutch 242 is engaged to provide drive unit torque to shaft 240.
In some aspects, brake 216 remains engaged as clutch 240 is
closed. That is, drive unit power flows to output 202 through
converter 214 and shaft 232 as well as through transmission
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204 via shaft 236. By keeping the torque converter in the
power circuit, the transition to the newly shifted gear in the
transmission is smoothed by the hydrodynamic function of
the converter. To complete the shift operation, brake 216 is
opened and torque converter 214 ceases to provide torque on
shaft 232. Transmission pump 246 is driven by crankshaft
224. Pump 246 charges converter 214 and provides fluid
pressure to control brake 216 and clutch 242 as well as the
gear shifts in transmission 204.

Clutches or brakes in assembly 200 can be formed in any
way known in the art. For example, friction material 248 of
clutch 242 can be disposed on one or both of flywheel 226 and
plate 250.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of present invention power
transmitting assembly 300 with a mechanically-actuated
brake and clutch. Assembly 300 includes transmission power
output 302 for manual transmission 304 in a vehicle (not
shown) and torque-filling element 306. Element 306 is
arranged for connection to engine 308, rotationally connected
to transmission power output 302, and arranged to modify
engine torque from engine, or drive unit, 308. Element 306
also is arranged to provide the modified engine torque to
transmission power output 302 during a shift to a gear, for
example, gear 310, in the manual transmission. Torque-filling
element 306 includes at least one hydrodynamic torque-trans-
mitting device.

Element 306 includes rotation adjustment element 312
arranged to modify rotational speed associated with engine
308 and coupling element 314 arranged to interface the
engine torque with torque on transmission power output 302.
In general, element 314 includes the hydrodynamic torque-
transmitting device noted above. In some aspects element 314
is a torque converter. In some aspects (not shown), element
314 is a combination of a fluid coupler and at least one fluid
coupler gear.

In general, the configuration and operation of assembly
300 is the same as that of assembly 200 in FIG. 2, with the
exception that brake 316, analogous to brake 216 in FIG. 2,
and clutch 342, analogous to clutch 242 in FIG. 2, are
mechanically-actuated rather than hydraulically actuated.
Therefore, the discussion in FIG. 2 regarding the operation of
element 206, output 202, and transmission 204 is applicable
to element 306, output 302, and transmission 304, respec-
tively. In the interest of brevity, only the differences regarding
brake 316 and clutch 342 are discussed below.

Control element 350 operates on the brake and clutch as
follows. In position 352, clutch 342 is engaged and brake 316
is disengaged. Thus, engine power is being transmitted to
input shaft 340, torque converter 314 is not receiving torque
or generating torque on output shaft 332. This is analogous to
the “non-shifting” operations discussed supra. That is, trans-
mission 304 is operating in gear. In position 354, both the
brake and the clutch are engaged. As a result, engine power is
being transmitted to input shaft 340 and torque converter 314
is receiving engine torque and generating torque on output
shaft 332. This occurs, for example at the beginning or end of
a gear shift. In position 356, the brake is engaged and the
clutch is disengaged. This occurs, for example, in the middle
ofa gear shift in transmission 304. Therefore, engine power is
no longer being transmitted to input shaft 340 and torque
converter 314 is receiving engine torque and generating
torque on output shaft 332. Brake 316, clutch 342 and control
element 350 can be of any type known in the art. Transmission
pump 358 is connected to engine 308.

In some aspects (not shown), the coupling element is con-
nected to the engine and the rotational adjustment element is
connected downstream of the coupling element. In these
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aspects, a connection element is used to controllably connect
the coupling element to the engine. For example, using the
configuration of FIG. 1 as a starting point, flywheel 130 can
be directly connected to cover 138 so that engine torque is
directly transmitted to the cover. Then, as discussed in the
description of FIG. 1, a pump clutch can be used to activate or
deactivate the torque converter. The rotational adjustment
element is connected to an output ofthe coupling element and
transmits the output of the power transmitting assembly to the
manual transmission power output. As noted in the descrip-
tion of FIG. 1, the rotational mismatch of the engine and the
transmission power output must be addressed. In this con-
figuration, rather than using the rotational adjustment ele-
ment to increase input speed for the coupling element, as is
done in FIGS. 1 and 2, the rotational adjustment element is
used to increase the output speed of the coupling element.

It should be understood that the present invention is not
limited to a particular planetary gear set or torque converter
and that any planetary gear set or torque converter known in
the art can be used. The present invention also is not limited to
use with a particular manual transmission, for example, the
present invention is not limited to a transmission having a
particular number of gears or lay shafts.

Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having ordi-
nary skill in the art, which modifications are intended to be
within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. It also
is understood that the foregoing description is illustrative of
the present invention and should not be considered as limit-
ing. Therefore, other embodiments of the present invention
are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

What we claim is:

1. A power transmitting assembly for a vehicle, compris-
ing:

a transmission power output for a manual transmission in

said vehicle; and,

a torque-filling element including:

a rotation adjustment element arranged to modify rota-
tional speed associated with said engine; and,

a coupling element arranged to integrate said engine
torque with torque on said transmission power output,
the torque-filling element arranged for connection to
an engine in said vehicle, connected to said transmis-
sion power output, arranged to modify engine torque
from said engine, and arranged to provide said modi-
fied engine torque to said transmission power output
during a shift to a gear in said manual transmission,
said torque-filling element comprising a hydrody-
namic torque-transmitting device, wherein:

said engine is arranged to rotate at a speed and said rotation
adjustment element is arranged to multiply said speed;
and,

a torque output of the coupling element is transmittable to
the transmission power output without passing through
shift gears in the transmission.

2. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said rotation adjust-
ment element is arranged for connection to said engine and
has an output connected to said coupling element and wherein
said coupling element is arranged to transmit said modified
engine torque to said transmission power output.

3. The assembly of claim 2 wherein said rotation adjust-
ment element is arranged to controllably connect said engine
and said coupling element.

4. The assembly of claim 3 wherein said manual transmis-
sion further comprises a housing, said rotation adjustment
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element farther comprises a brake and a planetary gear set
with a sun gear, and said brake is connected to said sun gear
and is arranged to ground said sun gear to controllably con-
nect said engine and said coupling element.

5. The assembly of claim 2 wherein said coupling element
further comprises a connection element connected to said
rotation adjustment element and said coupling element and
arranged to rotationally connect said coupling element and
said rotation adjustment element.

6. The assembly of claim 5 wherein said first connection
element is a clutch.

7. The assembly of claim 6 wherein said first clutch is
selected from the group consisting of a hydraulically-actu-
ated clutch and a first mechanically-actuated clutch.

8. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said coupling element
is arranged for connection to said engine and has an output
connected to said rotation adjustment element and wherein
said rotation adjustment element is arranged to transmit said
modified engine torque to said transmission power output.

9. The assembly of claim 8 further comprising: a connec-
tion element arranged for connection to said engine, con-
nected to said coupling element, and arranged to rotationally
disconnect said coupling element from said engine.

10. The assembly of claim 9 wherein said connection ele-
ment is a clutch.

11. The assembly of claim 10 wherein said clutch is
selected from the group consisting of a hydraulically-actu-
ated clutch and a mechanically-actuated clutch.

12. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said coupling element
comprises a torque converter.

13. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said rotation adjust-
ment element comprises a planetary gear set.

14. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said rotation adjust-
ment element comprises at least one gear.

15. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said torque-filling
element further comprises an output shaft arranged to trans-
mit said modified engine torque and an output gear connected
to said torque-filling element output shaft, said transmission
power output further comprises a transmission output shaft,
and said output gear is arranged to rotationally connect said
torque-filling element output shaft and said transmission out-
put shaft.

16. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said torque-filling
element further comprises a transmission connection element
connected to said manual transmission, arranged for connec-
tion to said engine, and arranged to rotationally disconnect
said manual transmission from said engine during at least a
portion of said shift to a gear in said manual transmission.

17. The assembly of claim 16 wherein said engine com-
prises a crankshaft, said manual transmission comprises an
input shaft, and said transmission connection element further
comprises a flywheel connected to said crankshaft and a
clutch connected to said flywheel and said input shaft.

18. The assembly of claim 17 wherein said clutch is
selected from the group consisting of a hydraulically-actu-
ated clutch and a mechanically-actuated clutch.

19. A power transmitting assembly in a vehicle, compris-
ing:

a flywheel connected to an engine in said vehicle;

a planetary gear set with a planetary carrier connected to

said flywheel and with a sun gear grounded to a case for
a manual transmission in said vehicle;

a torque converter with a pump clutch and a cover con-

nected to a ring gear for said planetary gear set;

an output gear connected to an output shaft for said torque

converter and connected to an output gear for said
manual transmission; and,
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a transmission clutch connected to an input shaft for said
transmission and to said flywheel, wherein said plan-
etary gear set is arranged to increase a speed at which
said engine is rotating, said pump clutch is arranged to
close during a gear shift in said manual transmission,
and said transmission clutch is arranged to disengage
said input shaft for said transmission and said flywheel
during at least a portion of said gear shift in said manual
transmission.

20. A power transmitting assembly in a vehicle, compris-

ing:

a flywheel connected to an engine in the vehicle;

a planetary gear set with a planetary carrier connected to
said flywheel and with a sun gear;

a brake connected to said sun gear;

atorque converter impeller connected to aring gear for said
planetary gear set;
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an output gear connected to an output shaft for said torque

converter and connected to an output gear for a manual
transmission in said vehicle; and,

a transmission clutch connected to an input shaft for said

transmission and to said flywheel, wherein said plan-
etary gear set is arranged to increase a speed at which
said engine is rotating, said brake is arranged to close
during a gear shift in said manual transmission assembly
to ground said sun gear with a case for said manual
transmission to transmit torque through said ring gear,
and said transmission clutch is arranged to disengage
said input shaft for said transmission and said flywheel
during at least a portion of said gear shift in said manual
transmission.



