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ACTUATING DEVICE FOR A MOTOR
VEHICLE TRANSMISSION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/655,349,
filed Feb. 23, 2005, which application is incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an actuating device for a
motor vehicle transmission, a motor vehicle transmission unit
having an actuating device of this type, a motor vehicle driv-
etrain having a motor vehicle transmission unit of this type,
and a method for reducing or avoiding control errors due to
mass inertia in the control of gear change actions in a motor
vehicle transmission.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Actuating devices are typically provided for engaging and
disengaging gears in motor vehicle transmissions. Known
actuating devices for classic manual transmissions are typi-
cally provided with a shift linkage. The drive energy, which is
required for engaging and disengaging gears, is essentially
completely applied by the driver in this case, who introduces
it manually into a shift lever coupled to the shift linkage.
Furthermore, actuating devices are known which have an
electric motor and/or an arrangement of electric motors, using
which gears are engaged and disengaged. Actuating devices
of this type are known to be used—in diverse embodiments—
in, for example, auto shift transmissions (AST), uninterrupted
shift transmissions (UST), electrical shift transmissions
(EST), or in parallel shift transmissions (PST) and/or twin-
clutch transmissions (TCT).

The actuating device, including the electric motor(s), is
also referred to as an actuator in the designs of the latter type.
The actuator typically is coupled in the motor vehicle to an
internal gear shifter, which has shift rails and/or shift forks
and/or shift sleeves, for example, and may load this internal
gear shifter. An electronic control unit is known to be pro-
vided to activate the electric motors. This electronic control
unit activates the electric motors, which is typically per-
formed as a function of diverse characteristic values, in par-
ticular operating characteristic values of the motor vehicle,
such as engine speed and/or engine torque or the like. In this
case, an operating element may be provided, via which the
driver may select diverse modes (e.g., forward (D), reverse
(R), park (P), shift up (+), shift down (-)), as a function of
which the electronic control unit activates the electric motors.

Furthermore, it is known that actuators of this type have a
first electric motor, which causes selection movements, and a
second electric motor, different therefrom, which generates
the shift movements. In addition, it is known that the output
and/or drive shafts of these two electric motors are each
coupled via suitable mechanical units to a selector shaft in
such a way that this selector shaft may be pivoted around its
longitudinal axis using one electric motor and may be moved
translationally in the direction of its longitudinal axis using
the other of the two electric motors. The shifting is caused in
this case through a corresponding pivot of this selector shaft
and the selection is caused in this case by a corresponding
translational movement of the selector shaft, or vice versa.
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In addition, the applicant has developed actuating devices
and/or actuators for motor vehicle transmissions, which man-
age with only one electric motor, i.e., in which the selection
and the shifting may be caused using precisely one electric
motor. Exemplary embodiments of this type are disclosed in
DE 10 2004 038 955 of the applicant.

For example, in the embodiments of the type explained in
FIGS. 9a through 24 of DE 10 2004 038 955 a problem may
occur—at least under unfavorable conditions—which is to be
explained in the following on the basis of FIGS. 6a and 65.

FIGS. 6a and 6b show a detail of an exemplary 1-motor
transmission actuator and/or an exemplary actuating device
for a motor vehicle transmission, which may otherwise be
implemented, for example, like the embodiment according to
FIGS. 9a through 24 of DE 10 2004 038 955.

FIGS. 6a and 6 particularly show a threaded spindle 330,
and a spindle nut 332 and a first movably positioned compo-
nent 376, which is particularly an eccentric 376. The first
component 376 is positioned so it is axially fixed and rota-
tionally movable and is referred to in the following as the
eccentric 376. A wedge gearing connection is provided
between the eccentric 376 and the spindle nut 332, which is
schematically indicated in the cutaway area of FIG. 6a by the
arrow 491 and which particularly acts as a rotational carrier
unit. The spindle nut 332 has an internal thread, which
engages in an external thread of the threaded spindle 330. The
corresponding threaded connection is indicated in the cut-
away area of FIG. 6a by the arrow 490.

The threaded spindle 330 is positioned so it is rotationally
movable and axially fixed and may be alternately driven by an
electric motor (not shown) in opposite rotational directions.
The spindle nut 332 is positioned so it is essentially rotation-
ally movable in the axial position, which is shown in FIGS. 6a
and 6b. This axial position may be approached in that the
threaded spindle 330 and/or the electric motor connected
thereto rotates and/or drives in such a way that the spindle nut
332 travels in the direction of the eccentric 376. The corre-
sponding rotational direction of the spindle nut 332 and/or the
electric motor corresponds to the selection direction of this
spindle nut 332 and/or this electric motor. In the axial position
of the spindle nut 332 shown in FIGS. 6a and 64, the spindle
nut 332 stops axially on a stop which, in the event of a
movement of the threaded spindle 330 and/or the electric
motor in the selection direction, blocks the axial mobility of
the spindle nut 332. Inthe event of continued movement of the
threaded spindle 330 and/or the electric motor in the selection
direction in particular, the threaded spindle 330, the spindle
nut 332, and the eccentric 376 rotate and/or move jointly. This
may be exploited to select a gear.

The selection direction of the threaded spindle 330 and/or
the rotational movement of the threaded spindle 330 in the
selection direction and/or the selection movement of the
threaded spindle 330 is schematically indicated in FIG. 6a by
the arrow 492. The (rotational) movement of the eccentric
376 triggered in this case by and/or upon the coupling of
threaded spindle 330, spindle nut 332, and eccentric 376 is
schematically indicated in FIG. 64 by the arrow 494.

Now, however, if in and/or from this state, in which the
spindle nut 332 and the eccentric 376 are rotationally carried
by the threaded spindle 330 (particularly in the selection
direction), the threaded spindle 330 and/or the electric motor
is suddenly stopped—which is schematically indicated by the
symbol 496 in FIG. 6b—the eccentric 376 rotates further
and/or its inertial mass causes the eccentric to be moved
further. In this way (because of this), the spindle nut 332
travels along the threaded spindle 330, particularly in the
direction directed away from the stop and/or the spindle nut
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332. This may particularly be attributed to the inertial mass
and/or energy and/or the mass inertia torque of the eccentric
376 and/or the corresponding influence of any components
coupled thereto and carried therewith (cf. arrow 493 in FIG.
6b). Under unfavorable conditions, this may possibly resultin
the eccentric 376 being moved into a (selection) position,
from which a shift may be made into an undesired gear.
Furthermore, this may result in the position of the spindle nut
332 and/or the eccentric 376 and/or the first component no
longer being able to be concluded sufficiently correctly from
the position information provided by the controller, so that
under unfavorable conditions incorrect operations may result.
This is because, in units of this type, the position information
may be ascertained via an incremental sensor provided on the
electric motor and/or its output shaft and provided to the
controller.

Thus, particularly because of the lack of a “fixed” connec-
tion between the eccentric 376 and connected mass inertias
and the threaded spindle 330 and/or the motor, itis made more
difficult or impossible to stop the mechanism during braking-
particularly without disadvantages. This would be desirable
particularly in regard to short shifting times, however.

It is to be noted that the problem discussed may also pos-
sibly occur—at least partially—if the threaded spindle 330 is
driven in the direction opposite the selection direction, par-
ticularly if the spindle nut 332 is not supported in relation to
the housing or is not supported rotationally fixed in relation to
the housing.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is based on the object of providing an
actuating device for motor vehicle transmissions, in which
the problem described on the basis of FIGS. 6a and 65 is not
as strongly pronounced as in the embodiment therein.

An actuating device for a motor vehicle transmission is
particularly suggested according to the present invention.
This motor vehicle transmission has multiple transmission
steps to form gears. The actuating device has a threaded
spindle, which is mounted so it is rotationally movable and
axially fixed, and a spindle nut, which is positioned on this
threaded spindle and drivable by it. Furthermore, the actuat-
ing device has a first component, which is axially fixed and
positioned so it is rotationally movable for the selection of
gears of the motor vehicle transmission, and is an eccentric,
for example. In addition, a rotational carrier unit is provided,
using which the spindle nut and the first component may be
coupled and/or are coupled. The first component may be
rotationally driven to select gears. This rotational driving may
be performed using the threaded spindle via the spindle nut.
To reduce and/or avoid axial position changes of the spindle
nut caused by mass inertia as a result of braking procedures of
the threaded spindle from a movement rotationally driving
the first component, a braking unit is provided.

The braking unit may, for example, be positioned or act
between the spindle nut and the first component and/or act
during braking. According to the present invention, it is also
suggested in particular that a locking unit be provided
between the first component and the spindle nut. This locking
unit particularly has at least one loosened position and at least
one locked position. The locking unit may, for example, be
used for changing or avoiding axial position changes of the
spindle nut caused by mass inertia as a result of braking
procedures of the threaded spindle from a movement rota-
tionally driving the first component.

In an advantageous embodiment, the first component is
coupled to a second component in such a way that a rotational
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movement of the first component causes a linear movement of
this second component. This may, for example, be done so
that the first component is implemented as an eccentric and is
coupled via a corresponding mechanism to the second com-
ponent. In this case, the movement direction in which the
second component may be linearly moved may belaid essen-
tially perpendicular to the rotational axis of the threaded
spindle. In an especially advantageous embodiment, a second
component of this type, which may be a sleeve, for example,
is coupled to a selector shaft. The second component may, for
example, be positioned concentrically to such a selector shaft.

In an especially advantageous implementation, the longi-
tudinal axis of such a selector shaft is laid essentially perpen-
dicular to the central longitudinal axis of the spindle. This
perpendicular position may be such that an intersection of the
two above-mentioned longitudinal axes exists or such that the
central longitudinal axes discussed are offset to one another.

In particular in an embodiment of the above-mentioned
type, the selector shaft may be axially moved using a rota-
tional movement of the first component and/or eccentric. As
already noted, a second component may be provided which is
coupled to such a selector shaft. In this case, the first compo-
nent and/or the eccentric may be coupled via a corresponding
linkage or guide lever or the like to the second component. In
this case, this linkage and/or the guide lever may have an
annular or (hollow) cylindrical section or be coupled to such
a section, the first component, and/or the eccentric having an
eccentric disk, which has a cylindrical external surface. The
annular or (hollow) cylindrical section discussed may engage
in the external surface of such an eccentric disk. The eccentric
disk is positioned eccentrically in relation to the rotational
axis of the eccentric in such an embodiment, so that a rotation
of the eccentric causes the second component to be able to be
moved axially via the engaging annular or (hollow) cylindri-
cal section and the lever or the linkage. For example, in this
way the selector shaft may be axially displaced for the selec-
tion through a rotation of the eccentric and/or first compo-
nent.

Furthermore, such a selector shaft may be positioned so it
is rotationally movable, particularly in opposite directions,
for shifting and/or engaging and disengaging gears. For the
selection, the selector shaft may be axially movable, for
example. The selector shaft may be provided with a shift
finger. Such a shift finger may particularly be provided for
interaction with an internal gear shifter for engaging gears.
For example, such an internal gear shifter may have multiple
shift rails or shift forks, each of which is provided with a shift
mouth, in which a shift finger of this type may engage for
operation.

Furthermore, the actuating device may be such that a gear
in the transmission may be engaged using it and after such a
gear is engaged, a selection may be made using the actuating
device without the previously engaged gear being disengaged
again at the same time. Furthermore, upon a gear being
engaged, it may be ensured by the embodiment of the actu-
ating device and/or the interaction with an internal gear
shifter of the motor vehicle transmission that all gears of the
transmission or—if multiple partial transmissions are pro-
vided—of the particular partial transmission are disengaged
before shifting into another gear (of this transmission and/or
partial transmission).

In an especially preferred embodiment, the rotational axis
of the first component is laid concentrically to the rotational
axis of the spindle. For example, the threaded spindle may
also extend into or through the first component.

In an advantageous embodiment, the rotational carrier unit
is formed by two interacting wedge gearing, one of these
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wedge gearing being positioned on the spindle nut, the other
of these two wedge gearing being provided on the first com-
ponent.

The braking unit and/or the locking unit have/has a spring
and/or are/is spring-loaded in an advantageous embodiment.
Such a spring may, for example, be a coil spring. The spring
is particularly a pre-tensioned spring. In principle, however,
other springs may be provided, such as a disk spring or a
torsion spring or the like. Furthermore, the braking unit and/
or the locking unit may have at least one element loaded by
this spring. This may, for example, be a ring and/or one or
more balls—which are particularly positioned distributed
around the circumference.

For example, a ring of this type—in relation to its axis—
may be essentially axially loaded by the spring, and this ring
acts on a ball via a contact area. The contact area may be
oriented in this case, for example, in such a way that the force
exerted by the spring on the ball is not laid in the direction of
the spring axis. In particular, it may be oriented transversely
thereto and/or at an angle to the axis discussed.

The spring may, for example, extend parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis of the threaded spindle, which is particularly true
if this is a coil spring, and/or may act parallel to this longitu-
dinal axis.

In an advantageous embodiment, the spindle nut has at
least one impression for receiving an element spring-loaded
using the spring. This depression may, for example, be a
groove, such as an annular groove, or a pocket or the like. The
depression may, for example, be an annular groove, which
extends around the circumference of the spindle. Such an
annular groove may be closed around the circumference.
However, an annular groove of this type may also not be
closed around the circumference, but rather extend only over
a certain angle of the circumference. The depression dis-
cussed is especially preferably intended to receive a ball,
which may be spring-loaded by the spring.

The depression is advantageously implemented in such a
way that the element discussed, i.e., particularly a ball, may
not penetrate completely into this depression in such a way
that the entire element and/or the entire ball is positioned
and/or sunk into the depression. In particular, the depth of the
depression is thus smaller than the extension direction of the
ball laid in this direction. If a spring-loaded element of this
type, referred to in the following as “ball” for simplicity, is
positioned in the depression, the spindle nut then advanta-
geously blocks in relation to the first component, particularly
the eccentric. This blocking and/or locking position is par-
ticularly such that the spindle may press the ball out of the
depression through a corresponding load. In particular, the
retention force of the spring may be overcome in this case,
particularly by having the electric motor load the threaded
spindle with a corresponding drive energy. The spring may
cause the ball to be pressed automatically into the depression
if the threaded spindle is stopped from a state in which it has
driven the first component. The retention force of the locking
unit and/or the braking unit and/or the spring is particularly
such that any mass inertia forces and/or torques and/or energy
of'the first component are insufficient to press the ball and/or
the corresponding part thereof dipping into the depression out
of the depression.

The actuating device may have a housing, which at least
partially receives it. A housing of this type may, for example,
be molded onto a transmission housing and/or be held on such
a housing—particularly removably. In a preferred embodi-
ment, a twist lock for the spindle nut—particularly one fixed
on the housing—is provided. In particular, this twist lock
does not act over the entire axial position range of the spindle
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nut. For example, wedge gearing may be positioned fixed on
the housing and wedge gearing or a wedge or a tooth is also
connected to the spindle nut, which may engage in the wedge
gearing fixed on the housing in order to secure the spindle nut
against twisting. Such a twist lock is particularly imple-
mented so that it acts in both rotational directions. Further-
more, an axial position range of the spindle nut is particularly
provided, in which this nut is moved out of this twist lock
and/or in which the twist lock no longer acts on the spindle
nut. This is particularly a range in which the first component
may be rotated and/or pivoted for the selection using the
spindle via the spindle nut.

As discussed, the threaded spindle may be rotated in oppo-
site directions. In order to drive the spindle in these opposite
rotational directions, an electric motor is particularly pro-
vided, whose output shaft may be driven by it in opposite
rotational directions. One rotational direction of this electric
motor and/or the spindle is particularly a selection direction
in this case, and the other rotational direction of this electric
motor and/or the threaded spindle is particularly a shift direc-
tion. In an advantageous embodiment, the spindle nut travels
axially from a position in which it is twist-locked in relation
to the housing, through driving of the electric motor and/or
the threaded spindle, in its selection direction. In this case,
when the spindle nut has traveled out of its twist lock, this
spindle nut drives the first component to rotate upon contin-
ued rotation of the electric motor and/or the threaded spindle
in the selection direction. A corresponding stop for the
spindle nut may be provided, on which this nut stops upon
continued movement in the selection direction of the spindle,
after it has traveled out of the twist lock. When the spindle nut
stops on such a stop, it may no longer be moved axially in
relation to the threaded spindle, so that it is rotationally car-
ried upon a spindle rotation. It may then carry the first com-
ponent via a corresponding rotational carrier. The spindle nut
may stop on such a stop essentially directly after moving out
of the twist lock discussed. Suitable measures may also sup-
port the spindle nut being able to travel axially after traveling
out of the twist lock discussed upon a rotation of the threaded
spindle. This may be caused, for example, using a friction
unit, which is fixed on the housing and acts on the spindle nut
or the first component, for example.

Furthermore, a freewheel acting on one side may be pro-
vided, which may act directly or indirectly on the spindle nut.
Such a freewheel acting on one side may be formed between
a housing and the eccentric or between a housing and the
spindle nut, for example. Such a freewheel may be imple-
mented in such a way that it allows movement in one rota-
tional direction and blocks movement in another rotational
direction. For this purpose, for example, a corresponding
profile may be positioned on the spindle nut or on the first
component, for example, which interacts with a catch. The
freewheel acting on one side is particularly implemented so
that one rotational direction of the first component is assigned
to the freewheel direction and the opposite direction is
assigned to the block direction of the free wheel. In particular,
the freewheel direction is the direction in which the first
component is driven by the spindle via the spindle nut when
the spindle nut is in a corresponding axial position and the
spindle is driven in the selection direction. The blocking
positions of the freewheel acting on one side are particularly
implemented so that it is ensured that after the selection of a
gear, the corresponding selection position and/or the selec-
tion position range of the first component assigned to a pre-
defined gear is essentially maintained, and/or approaching a
selection position assigned to a neighboring gear or a gear at
a further distance is avoided as much as possible. The latter
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may alternatively also be caused through a corresponding
lock. The freewheel acting on one side may also be used for
the purpose, for example, of ensuring that the spindle nut
“returns” axially when the spindle is driven and/or moved for
shifting in the shift direction after a selection.

In an advantageous embodiment, in a range in which the
spindle is moved axially, using this axial movement of the
spindle nut, the shifting of the transmission may be caused.
For this purpose, a corresponding mechanism may be pro-
vided, for example, which transfers an axial position change
of the spindle nut into a pivot movement of the selector
shaft—if provided. In particular, this mechanism is imple-
mented in such a way that it only acts in a predefined axial
position range of the nut. For example, this may be an axial
position range in which the spindle nut is twist-locked in
relation to the housing or a partial range of an axial position
range in which the nut is twist-locked in relation to the hous-
ing. An exemplary embodiment of a mechanism of this type is
explained in FIGS. 9 through 24 of DE 10 2004 038 955.
Reference is made to the entirety of the embodiment therein,
particularly also in regard to this mechanism discussed, and
made the subject matter of the present disclosure by refer-
ence,

In an advantageous embodiment, an incremental sensor is
provided, using which position changes of the actuator and/or
the output shaft of the electric motor of such an actuator may
be ascertained. The electric motor advantageously has a sig-
nal connection to an electronic control unit and/or may be
activated by such an electronic control unit.

In an especially advantageous embodiment, an actuating
device and/or unit according to DE 10 2004 038 955 or a
motor vehicle transmission according to DE 10 2004 038 955
or a drivetrain according to DE 10 2004 038 955 is refined
according to the present invention, i.e., particularly provided
with a braking unit for reducing and/or avoiding axial posi-
tion changes of the spindle nut caused by mass inertia as a
result of braking procedures of the threaded spindle from a
movement rotationally driving the first component, such as an
eccentric. In regard to refinements of the present invention of
this type, the content of the disclosure of DE 10 2004 038 955,
and particularly the content of the disclosure of FIGS. 9a
through 24 therein, in addition to the associated description,
are included in their entirety in the present disclosure through
reference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention is to be described on the basis of the figures.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary actuating device according to
the present invention in a schematic partial view;

FIG. 2 shows an enlarged detail from FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows the embodiment according to FIG. 1 in a
locked position of the braking unit and/or locking unit;

FIG. 4 shows the embodiment according to FIG. 1 in a
loosened position of the braking unit and/or locking unit;

FIG. 5 shows the embodiment according to FIG. 1; and,

FIG. 64 and FIG. 65 show an embodiment of an actuating
device previously known to the applicant.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1 through 5 show an exemplary actuating device 300
according to the present invention in a schematic partial view.
The actuating device 300 is particularly a transmission actua-
tor, particularly a 1-motor transmission actuator.
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The actuating device 300 has a threaded spindle 330, as
well as a spindle nut 332 and a first movably positioned
component 376.

The threaded spindle 330 is positioned so it is rotationally
movable and axially fixed and may be driven alternately in
opposite directions by an electric motor (not shown). To drive
the threaded spindle 330, the output shaft of such an electric
motor may be coupled rotationally fixed to the threaded
spindle 330, for example. However, further components may
also be connected between the electric motor and the threaded
spindle 330, for example. Thus, for example, one or more
gearwheel stages may be provided between the electric
motor, which cause a transmission that has an absolute value
greater than one, less than one, or equal to one. The threaded
spindle 330 has an external thread 520 on its radial external
surface.

The first component 376 is positioned so it is axially fixed
and rotationally movable. [t may be an eccentric, for example,
and is referred to the following as the eccentric 376. The
rotational axis of the eccentric 376 is concentric to the rota-
tional axis of the threaded spindle 330, and/or is congruent
thereto. The eccentric 376 has an eccentric disk 392. This
eccentric disk 392 has an essentially cylindrical implemented
radial external mantle surface, which is implemented having
a shoulder here. Furthermore, the eccentric 376 has a sleeve-
like section 378. This sleeve-like section 378 extends axially
on both sides of the eccentric disk 392. While the eccentric
disk 392 is laid essentially eccentrically to the rotational axis
of the eccentric 376, the sleeve 378 is laid essentially concen-
trically to this rotational axis.

The eccentric 376 forms a radial internal cavity 522. This
cavity 522 may be implemented as an axial passage or chan-
nel, for example. The threaded spindle 330 extends into and/
or through this cavity 522. This cavity 522 and the threaded
spindle 330 are dimensioned in such a way that a radial
intermediate space 524 is implemented between the threaded
spindle 330 and the eccentric 376.

The spindle nut 332 has an internal thread 526, which
engages in the external thread 520 of the threaded spindle
330. For example, the spindle nut 332 has an axial extension
512, which is implemented like a sleeve here. A first section
528, in the form of an annular disc or cylinder, of the spindle
nut 332 projects radially outward over a type of shoulder
before this axial extension 512. In the direction facing axially
away from the axial extension 512, a cylindrical second sec-
tion 530 of the spindle nut 332 adjoins the first section 528 of
the spindle nut 332, which extends essentially axially. This
second section 530 of the spindle nut 332 may, for example,
be positioned radially on the outside of the first section 528 of
the spindle nut 332. In the direction facing axially away from
the axial extension 512, a third section 532 of'the spindle nut
332, which is implemented as a cylinder or an annular disc,
adjoins the second section 530 of the spindle nut 332. This
third section 532 extends radially outward from the second
section 530 of the spindle nut 332.

The internal thread 526 of the spindle nut 332 is provided
radially on the inside on the axial extension 512 of the spindle
nut 332, but may also be positioned in another location in
another embodiment of the spindle nut 332.

The spindle nut 332 and/or the axial extension 512 of the
spindle nut 332 and/or the radial intermediate space 524
implemented between the threaded spindle 330 and the
eccentric 376 are implemented in such a way that the spindle
nut 332 and/or the axial extension 512 of the spindle nut 332
may extend into this radial intermediate space 524. For
example, the spindle nut 332 and/or the axial extension 512 of
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the spindle nut 332 may extend into this radial intermediate
space 524 in every axial position of the spindle nut 332.

A twist lock may be provided, using which the spindle nut
332 may be secured against twisting in relation to a housing,
such as an actuator housing, which is not shown in FIGS. 1
through 5. Such a twist lock may particularly be one as
provided in the embodiments according to FIGS. 1 through
24 of DE 102004 038 955, and particularly in FIG. 12 therein
(cf. reference numbers 336, 338, and 346 of FIG. 12 therein in
particular). The content of the disclosure of DE 10 2004 038
955 is particularly included in its entirety in the current dis-
closure through reference in this regard. Therefore, a wedge
or tooth may particularly be provided on the spindle nut 332
or a part connected thereto—particularly rotationally
locked—which may engage in a wedge gearing fixed on the
housing in order to cause a twist lock between the spindle nut
332 and the housing. In this case, in particular, the twist lock
may engage for every gear of the transmission and/or for the
rotational positions of the spindle nut 332 which are possibly
assigned to these gears.

A twist lock of this type may particularly be provided in
order to cause and/or support the axial traveling of the spindle
nut 332 as threaded spindle 330 is rotating.

In particular, the twist lock between the housing and the
spindle nut 332 does not act over the entire axial position
range of the spindle nut 332. In relation to FIG. 1 of this
disclosure, the axial position range of the spindle nut 332 in
which such a twist lock acts is particularly provided right of
the axial position, which is shown in FIG. 1.

In an axial position range and/or axial position different
from this axial position range in which the twist lock acts,
which preferably adjoins the above-mentioned range nearly
directly, the spindle nut 332 is positioned so it is essentially
rotationally movable. This may particularly be caused by the
spindle nut 332 having moved out of a twist lock in relation to
the housing in this position range. This range may be
approached in that the threaded spindle 330 and/or the elec-
tric motor connected thereto are rotated and/or rotate in such
a way that the spindle nut 332 travels in the direction of the
eccentric 376. The corresponding rotational direction of the
threaded spindle 330 and/or of the electric motor corresponds
to the selection direction of this threaded spindle 330 and/or
this electric motor. Through driving of the spindle nut 332 of
this type, this nut may be moved into a position shown in
FIGS. 1 through 5 and/or into a stop position, which will be
discussed in the following.

The eccentric 376 and/or a sleeve-like section 378 of the
eccentric 376 and the spindle nut 332 form areas which inter-
act to form a rotational carrier unit—already discussed
above—such as an (external) wedge gearing laid on a radially
internal surface of the eccentric 376 and/or the sleeve-like
section 378 and an (external) wedge gearing, placed on the
radially external surface of the spindle nut 332 or an axial
extension of the spindle nut 332, for engaging in the (internal)
wedge gearing of the eccentric 376 and/or the sleeve-like
section 378. This wedge gearing connection may be imple-
mented in position in such a way as is schematically indicated
in the cutaway area of FIG. 6a by the arrow 491, for example,
which is also schematically indicated by the arrow 491 in
FIG. 1.

A stop is particularly provided for the spindle nut 332. In
the stop position of the spindle nut 332—already briefly dis-
cussed above—on this stop, the spindle nut 332 is caused
essentially to not travel axially and/or be blocked when the
threaded spindle 330 rotates in its selection direction. How-
ever, the stop may also be implemented as elastic or damping,
for example. This stop is particularly implemented so that it
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allows axial travel of the spindle nut 332 and/or does not
block it in the stop position of the spindle nut 332 on this stop
when the spindle nut 332 is loaded by the threaded spindle
330 in the opposite direction, i.e., the threaded spindle 330
particularly rotates in the opposite direction (to the selection
direction). The rotation of the threaded spindle 330 in this
opposite rotational direction corresponds to a shift movement
of the spindle 330.

The stop discussed for the spindle nut 332 may be formed,
for example, by the eccentric 376 and/or its sleeve 378 or by
a radial projection of the threaded spindle 330 or by a stop
fixed on the housing.

In the position shown in FIGS. 1 through 5, the spindle nut
332 is rotationally movable. The stop position discussed of
the spindle nut 332 is particularly provided in this position.
The stop position of the spindle nut 332 discussed may be
achieved essentially directly after leaving the twist lock in
relation to the housing, i.e., after an at least very short axial
displacement path of the spindle nut 332. Embodiments in
which the axial displacement path, which the spindle nut 332
must cover after leaving the twist, lock in relation to the
housing up to the stop position discussed are also preferred.

In particular in order to cause and/or support the axial
travel of the spindle nut in the direction of the stop position
discussed upon a corresponding rotational direction of the
threaded spindle 330 (i.e., after leaving the twist lock dis-
cussed in relation to the housing), a friction unit may act on
the spindle nut 332 or the eccentric 376. In the latter variation,
the traveling discussed may particularly be caused and/or
supported working together with a rotational carrier unit,
which will be discussed in the following.

If'the threaded spindle 330 is loaded (by the electric motor)
in the selection direction and/or in the event of movement
and/or rotational movement, particularly continued in the
stop direction of the spindle nut 332, the threaded spindle 330,
the spindle nut 332, and the eccentric 376 rotate and/or move
jointly, which is particularly true if the twist lock between the
spindle nut 332 in the housing is disengaged. This may be
exploited to select a gear.

In particular, the rotational movement for selecting may be
converted into a linear movement of a second component,
particularly a sleeve (cf., for example, reference number 400
of DE 102004 038 955) using at least one mechanism engag-
ing in the eccentric 376—corresponding to the embodiments
explained on the basis of FIGS. 9a through 24 of DE 10 2004
038 955, for example.

The selection direction of the threaded spindle 330 and/or
the rotational movement of the threaded spindle 330 in the
selection direction and/or the selection movement of the
threaded spindle 330 is schematically indicated in FIG. 1 by
the arrow 492, and the shift direction of the threaded spindle
330 and/or the shift movement of'the threaded spindle 330 in
the shift direction and/or the shift movement of the threaded
spindle 330 is schematically indicated in FIG. 1 by the arrow
534.

In particular, one rotational direction of the electric motor
corresponds to a movement in the shift direction and the
opposite rotational direction corresponds to a movement in
the selection direction.

A braking unit and/or a locking unit and/or a blocking
mechanism 500 is provided between the eccentric 376 and the
spindle nut 332. This braking unit and/or locking unit and/or
this locking mechanism 500 are referred to in the following as
the braking unit 500 for simplicity. However, it is to be noted
that a locking unit and/or a blocking unit may particularly be
provided and/or the braking unit 500 may be implemented
correspondingly.
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The braking unit 500, which may also be implemented
differently in principle, is implemented in such a way in the
exemplary embodiment according to FIGS. 1 through 5 that it
has a spring 502, which is implemented here as a coil spring.
The coil spring 502 extends essentially parallel to the central
longitudinal axis of the threaded spindle 330, particularly the
axis outside the wedge gearing(s), via which the eccentric 376
and the spindle nut 332 are engaged. The spring 502 is sup-
ported on one side on the eccentric 376, on the eccentric disk
392 here, and loads a ball 504 on the other side. A ring 506 is
provided between the ball 504 and the spring 502, which is
axially loaded by the spring 502 and presses the ball 504 into
a passage 508 of the eccentric 376, which extends radially
inward. This passage 508 may be implemented so that it is
essentially circular, for example. For example, it may have a
diameter, which essentially corresponds to the ball diameter
and/or is slightly larger. The passage 508 may, for example,
be provided in a sleeve-like section 378 of the eccentric 376,
as shown in FIGS. 1 through 5.

The spindle nut 332 has a depression 510, which is a groove
or a pocket, for example. A groove of this type may, for
example, be a groove, which extends at least partially or
closed around the central longitudinal axis of the spindle nut
332 and/or in a plane transverse to this longitudinal axis, for
example. This depression 510 is suitable for receiving and/or
partially receiving the ball 504. The depression 510 is pro-
vided in the exemplary embodiment in the radial external
surface of the spindle nut 332 and/or an axial extension 512 of
the spindle nut 332. In a blocking position of the braking unit
500, the ball 504 is pressed into this depression 510. The
depression 510 is implemented in such a way that the ball 504
is not completely positioned and/or sunk into the depression
510 in the blocking position of the braking unit, but rather is
positioned projecting out of this depression and/or blocking
between the spindle nut 332 and the eccentric 376. This is
particularly in such a way that the spindle nut 332 is supported
in relation to the eccentric 376, and/or vice versa.

In particular, in the blocking position of the braking unit
500, this braking unit 500 fixedly couples the nut 332 in
relation to the eccentric 376 in the rotational direction and the
axial direction by interacting with the threaded engagement
between the spindle 330 in the spindle nut 332 and by inter-
acting with the rotational carrier and/or wedge gearing which
is provided between the spindle nut 332 and the eccentric 376.
However, this coupling is implemented in such a way that it
may be loosened. For this purpose, the ball 504 is particularly
held in the depression 510 with a retention force, it being able
to travel out of the depression 510 when this retention force is
overcome. In particular, by adding the braking unit 500
between the eccentric 375 and the spindle nut 332, the mass
inertia energy and/or mass inertia force and/or mass inertia
torque of the eccentric and/or components connected thereto
must overcome the closing force and/or retention force,
which is identified in FIG. 2 by FI, in order to move the ball
out of the depression and/or the pocket 510 and allow the nut
332 to travel along the spindle 330.

The retention force is particularly dimensioned in such a
way that, particularly considering the maximum drive energy
of the electric motor, the inertial energy and/or the mass
inertia torque, and particularly the maximum mass inertia
torque of the eccentric 376 and/or a maximum replacement
mass inertia torque, which also considers the influence of the
inertial masses of any components coupled to the eccentric
376 on the side facing away from the spindle nut 332, is
prevented from being insufficient to move the braking unit out
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of its blocking position and/or to move the ball 504 out of its
depression when the motor and/or the spindle 330 is stopped
in its movement.

Thus, in particular, a load is applied between the eccentric
376 and the spindle 330 using the ball 504 and/or using
multiple balls 504, which are particularly positioned to func-
tion as a block and/or a lock. It may be expedient to imple-
ment the force acting on the lock as small as possible in order
to prevent an interaction with any desired shift action. The
force discussed is, however, particularly greater than the mass
inertia torque which is caused by the rotating mass inertias
and/or replacement mass inertias (cf. above), which are con-
nected to the eccentric and any parts coupled thereto. This
load here is generated using the spring 502, which acts on the
ring and/or closing ring 506. This load may be adjustable by
changing the load applied by the spring 502, which may also
be performed using a suitable adjustment unit, for example.

Particularly when the motor starts from its rest position and
the braking unit is in the block position, the electric motor
loads the spindle 330. which, with sufficient drive energy of
the electric motor, causes, via its engagement with the spindle
nut 332, the ball 504 to be pressed out of the depression, so
that the threaded spindle 330 may drive the spindle nut 332
and the eccentric 376 to rotate. When the spindle nut 332 and
the eccentric 376 are driven to rotate by the threaded spindle
330 and/or the electric motor, and the threaded spindle 330
and/or the electric motor is then suddenly stopped, the spring
502 presses the ball 504 into the depression 510 and/or closes
the braking unit 500, which may particularly be caused auto-
matically.

An actuating device and/or a 1-motor transmission actua-
tor of this type is shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 2 showing an enlarged
detail. This embodiment is also shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the
blocking position of the braking unit being shown in FIG. 3
and the open position of the braking unit being shown in FIG.
4. As may be inferred from FIG. 4, the ball 504 has traveled
out of the depression 510 here, which was caused through a
corresponding drive energy of the electric motor and through
corresponding driving and/or loading of the threaded spindle
330 and/or the spindle nut 332 using the electric motor. As
before, the ball 504 engages in the passage 508, but is not
pressed into the depression 510 via the ring 506. When the
threaded spindle 330 and/or the electric motor is stopped in its
movement, the ball 504 is pressed into the depression 510
again, so that the braking unit is in the blocking position and
further rotation of the eccentric 376 and continued travel of
the spindle nut 332 on the threaded spindle 330 is immedi-
ately prevented. FIG. 5 differs from FIGS. 1 and 3 particularly
in that the eccentric 376 and/or the spindle nut 332 are not
shown cut away on the left.

An inertial mass brake for a 1-motor transmission actuator
is particularly provided by this embodiment. The mechanism
discussed is particularly similar to a quick-acting closure for
a holder for an air hose and/or brake hose, but has a different
application. The embodiment explained on the basis of FIGS.
1 through 5 may be used in principle in all and/or greatly
varying applications of a 1-motor transmission actuator in
order to achieve the most rapid possible shift speeds. How-
ever, the use in an embodiment as was described on the basis
of FIGS. 9a through 24 of DE 10 2004 038 955 is particularly
advantageous. The 1-motor transmission actuator is particu-
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larly implemented in such a way that it may activate shifting
of gears in essentially any arbitrary sequence.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

300 actuating device

330 threaded spindle

332 spindle nut and/or nut

376 eccentric

378 sleeve-like section of 376

392 eccentric disk of 376

490 arrow (threaded connection)

491 arrow (wedge gearing connection)

492 arrow (selection direction of 330)

493 arrow (mass inertia torque and/or mass inertia energy)

494 arrow (selection direction of 376)

496 symbol

500 braking unit and/or locking unit and/or blocking mecha-
nism

502 spring

504 ball

506 ring

508 passage in 376

510 depression in 332

512 axial extension of 332

520 external thread of 330

522 radial interior cavity of 376

524 radial intermediate space between 330 and 376

526 internal thread of 332

528 first section of 332 in the shape of an annular disc or
cylinder

530 cylindrical second section of 332

532 third section of 332 in the shape of an annular disc or
cylinder

534 shift direction of 330 (arrow)

What is claimed is:
1. An actuating device for engaging gears of a motor
vehicle transmission, the actuating device comprising:
a spindle having an external threading, the spindle being
rotationally movable and axially fixed,

15

20

25

30

35

14

a first component comprising a sleeve arranged around the
spindle and a passage adapted to receive an element
therethrough, the first component being axially fixed and
rotationally movable for selecting gears of the motor
vehicle transmission, wherein the sleeve and the spindle
define a radial intermediate space therebetween;

a spindle nut comprising an axial extension extending into
the radial intermediate space, an external depression
adapted to partially receive the element, and an internal
threading threaded with the external threading of the
spindle, wherein the spindle nut is arranged to be driven
in a first axial direction when the spindle is rotated in a
first rotational direction and a second axial direction
when the spindle is rotated in a second rotational direc-
tion; and,

a locking unit comprising a ring arranged around the
sleeve, a spring arranged between the first component
and the ring, and the element, wherein the spring sup-
plies a retention force to the ring in the second axial
direction for pressing the element into the passage and
external depression when the passage and the external
depression are aligned and the spindle nut is not being
driven in the first axial direction, the first component and
the spindle nut are axially and rotationally locked when
the element is arranged within the passage and the exter-
nal depression, and the retention force is overcome and
the element is forced out of the passage and the external
depression when the spindle nut is driven in the first
axial direction.

2. The actuating device recited in claim 1 wherein the

element is a ball.

3. The actuating device recited in claim 1 wherein the first
component further comprises an eccentric disk extending
radially from the sleeve.

4. The actuating device recited in claim 1 wherein the first
component and the spindle share a rotational axis.

5. The actuating device recited in claim 1 wherein the
spring is a coil spring arranged concentrically around the
sleeve.



