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STATOR TORQUE TRANSMISSION
ASSEMBLY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/797,474,
filed May 4, 2006, which application is incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a torque con-
verter, more particularly, to a torque converter stator, and,
more specifically, to a torque converter stator engaged with an
assembly capable of transmitting torque from the stator.

BACKGROUND

Hydraulic torque converters, devices used to change the
ratio of torque to speed between the input and output shafts of
the converter, revolutionized the automotive and marine pro-
pulsion industries by providing hydraulic means to transfer
energy from an engine to a drive mechanism, e.g., drive shaft
or automatic transmission, while smoothing out engine power
pulses. A torque converter includes three primary compo-
nents: an impeller, sometimes referred to as a pump, directly
connected to the engine’s crankshaft; a turbine, similar in
structure to the impeller, however the turbine is connected to
the input shaft of the transmission; and, a stator, located
between the impeller and turbine, which redirects the flow of
hydraulic fluid exiting from the turbine prior to reentry into
the pump, thereby providing additional rotational force to the
pump. This additional rotational force results in torque mul-
tiplication. Thus, for example, when the impeller speed is
high and the turbine speed is low, torque may be multiplied by
a 2:1 or higher ratio, whereas when the impeller and turbine
speeds are approximately the same, torque can be transferred
at about a 1:1 ratio.

Conventional torque converters include two ports, or paths,
available to input power to or extract power from the torque
converters. Normally power is input from an engine’s crank-
shaft, through a flexplate, and into the torque converter pump
weldment. Power is extracted from the torque converter via
the turbine, and is subsequently sent through the transmission
input shaft, thereby driving the transmission.

A separate shaft emanating from the transmission, the sta-
tor shaft, enters the torque converter, however power is not
transmitted through this path as the shaft is stationary. Often
torque converters include a one-way clutch between the stator
and the stationary shaft which permits the stator to rotate in
response to changing fluid forces resulting from increased
turbine speed, i.e., as the turbine speed increases in response
to increased pump speed. Thus, when the pump rotates more
quickly than the turbine, the stator remains stationary. While
contrarily, as the turbine rotation speed approaches the speed
of the pump, the stator begins to rotate due to increased fluid
forces. When the turbine rotates at substantially the same
speed as the pump, the stator freewheels, and as described
supra, torque is transmitted at approximately a 1:1 ratio
between the engine and the transmission. Accordingly,
throughout the range where the rotation of the turbine is
insufficient to drive the rotation of the stator, energy is lost
which could be recovered provided the torque converter and
transmission included means to transfer energy from the sta-
tor to the transmission.
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FIG. 1 shows a lever diagram depicting the energy paths
from an input shaft through a prior art transmission, while
FIG. 2 depicts a cross sectional view of a torque converter and
a prior art transmission arranged according to FIG. 1. One of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that lever diagrams are
a common means of describing the interactions within plan-
etary gear sets. Each lever includes one point where power is
received, one point where power is transmitted, and a fulcrum
point. In some embodiments, a fulcrum is disposed between
the locations where power is received and transmitted, while
inother embodiments, a fulcrum is located at an end of a lever
and the locations of power receipt and transmission are along
the length of the lever. The direction of lever movement, i.e.,
left to right and right to left when viewing F1G. 1, determines
the direction of gear rotation. Each lever consists of two arms,
i.e., the distance between the fulcrum point and location of
power receipt and the distance between the fulcrum point and
location of power transmission. The ratio between the two
lever arms diagrammatically represents the gear ratio.

FIGS. 1 and 2 represent the teaching disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 5,106,352, which teaching is incorporated herein by ref-
erence. It is well known in the art how to efficiently obtain six
forward gears and one reverse gear from three epicyclic gear
sets, three clutches and two braking devices. Transmission 10
broadly includes epicyclic gear sets 12, 14 and 16 and further
includes clutches 18, 20 and 22, as well as braking clutches 24
and 26. Epicyclic gear set 12 comprises sun gear 28, planet
gear carrier 30 and ring gear 32, epicyclic gear set 14 com-
prises sun gear 34, planet gear carrier 36 and ring gear 38, and
epicyclic gear set 16 comprises sun gear 40, planet gear
carrier 42 and ring gear 44. Transmission 10 receives power
through input shaft 46 and transmits power through output
shaft 48. In order to obtain six forward gears and one reverse
gear, clutches 18, 20 and 22 and braking clutches 24 and 26
are configured in various combinations according to Table 1
below. An ‘X’ denotes an engaged clutch/braking clutch and
a blank indicates a disengaged clutch/braking clutch.

TABLE 1
Braking Braking

Gear Clurch 18  Clutch20 Clutch 22 Clutch24  Clutch 26
Forward 1 X X
Forward 2 X X
Forward 3 X X
Forward 4 X X
Forward § X X
Forward 6 X X
Reverse X X

FIG. 2 more fully describes the coupling of torque con-
verter 50 to transmission 10. A rotary drive unit (not shown),
e.g., a vehicle engine, is fixedly secured to drive plate 52 via
studs 54. Drive plate 52 is secured to housing shell 56 of
torque converter 50 via rivets 58, thereby enabling the transfer
of power from the rotary drive unit to torque converter 50.
Power is transferred within torque converter 50 by fluid. As
torque converter 50 rotates, pump 60, fixedly connected to
housing shell 56, transmits fluid to turbine 62. Upon exiting
turbine 62, the fluid passes through stator 64 which redirects
the flow of the fluid prior to reentry into pump 60. Turbine 62
is secured to hub 66, which in turn is rotationally engaged
with input shaft 46. As described supra, input shaft 46 drives
ring gear 32. Planet gear 68 is rotatably mounted to planet
gear carrier 30 viashaft 70. Ring gear 32 is arranged to engage
planet gear 68 and thus plant gear carrier 30. As shown in FIG.
1, power is introduced into transmission 10 through the pre-
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viously described path, and subsequently, the desired gearing
of transmission 10 is obtained by orienting the engagement/
disengagement of clutches 18, 20 and 22 and braking clutches
24 and 26 according to Table 1.

One-way clutch 72 is operatively arranged between stator
64 and stator shaft 74. Stator shaft 74 is fixedly secured to
casing segment 76, thereby precluding any movement and/or
rotation of stator shaft 74. Similarly, movement of sun gear 28
is restricted by extension 78 which is integral to stator shaft
74. During periods of use when the rotational speed of turbine
62 is less than the rotational speed of pump 60, stator 64 is
prevented from rotating via the interaction between one-way
clutch 72 and stator shaft 74. As the ratio of rotational speeds
between pump 60 and turbine 62 approaches unity, one-way
clutch 72 permits stator 64 to freewheel, thus permitting it to
rotate at a speed substantially similar to pump 60 and turbine
62. As described supra, energy imparted on stator 64 by the
fluid is essentially lost due to the non-rotation of stator shaft
74.

As can be derived from the variety of devices and methods
directed at providing means to couple a torque converter
stator to a transmission, many means have been contemplated
to accomplish the desired end, i.e., high efficiency coupling
between an engine and a transmission, without sacrificing
energy provided by the engine, and thus resulting in better
fuel efficiency and performance. Heretofore, tradeoffs
between efficiency of coupling and transmission design were
required. Thus, there has been a longfelt need for a torque
converter having a stator operatively arranged to transfer
torque to the transmission, thereby recovering a larger portion
of the energy produced by the engine.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly includes a stator torque
transmitting assembly for a vehicle including a stator shaft
connected to a stator in a torque converter in the vehicle and
arranged to rotate in a first rotation direction and a gear
assembly rotationally connected to the stator shaft and to an
epicyclic gear set in a transmission in the vehicle and
arranged to transfer torque in a second rotation direction,
wherein the second rotation direction is opposite the first
rotation direction. In some aspects, the gear assembly is
arranged to reverse a rotation of the stator shaft or is an idler
gear. The stator shaft is arranged to transmit torque from the
stator to the idler gear during a torque conversion mode for the
torque converter. In some aspects, the idler gear includes a
first planetary gear set with a first sun gear, first planetary
carrier, and first ring gear. The stator shaft is rotationally
connected to the first sun gear, the first planetary carrier is
grounded, and the first ring gear is rotationally connected to
the epicyclic gear set.

In some aspects, the epicyclic gear includes a second plan-
etary carrier and the first ring gear is rotationally connected to
the second carrier. In some aspects, the second planetary
carrier and the first ring gear are integrally formed. In some
aspects, the torque converter includes an output hub con-
nected to a turbine, the vehicle includes a first transmission
input shaft rotationally connected to the hub, and the epicy-
clic gear set includes a second sun gear and a second ring gear.
The second sun gear is grounded and the first transmission
input shaft is rotationally connected to the second ring gear. In
some aspects, the assembly includes a second transmission
input shaft rotationally connected to the gear assembly and to
the epicyclic gear set. In some aspects, the stator includes a
one-way clutch rotationally connected to the stator shaft.
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The present invention also broadly includes a stator torque
transmitting assembly for a vehicle including a stator shaft
rotationally connected to a one-way clutch for a stator in a
torque converter for the vehicle and arranged to transmit
torque from the stator during a torque conversion mode for the
torque converter and a first planetary gear set with a first sun
gear, a first planetary carrier, and a first ring gear. The first sun
gear is rotationally connected to the stator shaft, the first
carrier is grounded, and the first ring gear is rotationally
connected to a second carrier in a second planetary gear set in
a transmission in the vehicle. A second ring gear in the second
planetary gear set is rotationally connected to a transmission
input shaft and the input shaft is rotationally connected to a
turbine in the torque converter.

The present invention further broadly includes a stator for
a torque converter including a rotatable stator shaft and a
blade assembly connected to the stator shaft. In some aspects,
the stator shaft is operatively arranged to engage a gear
assembly. In some aspects, the gear assembly is operatively
arranged to engage an epicyclic gear set in a transmission or
the gear assembly is operatively arranged to reverse a rotation
of the stator shaft.

A general object of the invention is to increase vehicle
performance and/or efficiency.

Another object of the invention is to minimize energy loss
within a torque converter.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide means to
transmit torque from a torque converter stator to a vehicle
transmission.

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the
present invention will become readily apparent to one having
ordinary skill in the art upon reading the detailed description
oftheinvention in view of the drawings and appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1is aleverdiagram depicting the energy paths froman
input shaft through a prior art transmission;

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of a torque converter and a
prior art transmission arranged according to FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a lever diagram depicting a present invention
stator torque transmitting assembly engaged with a transmis-
sion;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the stator torque trans-
mitting assembly and transmission shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of the stator torque trans-
mitting assembly and transmission shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a graphical representation of stator rotational
speed versus the ratio of rotational speed between turbine and
pump with and without a present invention assembly;

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation of pump torque capac-
ity versus the ratio of rotational speed between turbine and
pump with and without a present invention assembly; and,

FIG. 8 is a graphical representation of torque converter
efficiency versus the ratio of rotational speed between turbine
and pump with and without a present invention assembly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural elements of the invention.
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While the present invention is described with respect to what
is presently considered to be the preferred embodiment, it is
to be understood that the invention as claimed is not limited to
the preferred embodiment.

Furthermore, it is understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and as such may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein s for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only, and is not
intended to limit the scope of the present invention.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of the invention, the preferred methods,
devices, and materials are now described.

Adverting now to the figures, FIG. 3 shows a lever diagram
depicting the energy paths from an input shaft through a
present invention transmission, FIG. 4 depicts a schematic
diagram of a torque converter and a present invention trans-
mission arranged according to FIG. 3, while FIG. 5 shows a
cross sectional view of a torque converter and present inven-
tion transmission arranged according to FIG. 3.

Stator torque transmitting assembly 100 is engaged with
transmission 101. Assembly 100 broadly comprises stator
shaft 102 and gear assembly 104. Stator shaft 102 is rotation-
ally connected to stator 106 in torque converter 108 in a
vehicle (not shown). Gear assembly 104 is rotationally con-
nected to stator shaft 102 and to epicyclic gear set 110 in
transmission 101. By rotationally connected, or secured, we
mean that gear assembly 104 and stator shaft 102 are con-
nected such that the two components rotate together, that is,
the two components are fixed with respect to rotation. Rota-
tionally connecting two components does not necessarily
limit relative movement in other directions. For example, it is
possible for two components that are rotationally connected
to have axial movement with respect to each other via a spline
connection. However, it should be understood that rotational
connection does not imply that movement in other directions
is necessarily present. For example, two components that are
rotationally connected can be axially fixed one to the other.
The preceding explanation of rotational connection is appli-
cable to the discussions infra. In the discussions infra, a
connection is assumed to be a rotational connection unless
otherwise specified.

Stator shaft 102 is arranged to transmit torque from stator
106 to gear assembly 104 during a torque, conversion mode
for torque converter 108. In some aspects, gear assembly 104
may be an epicyclic gear set comprising sun gear 112, planet
gear 114, and ring gear 116. In such an arrangement, stator
shaft 102 is rotationally connected to sun gear 112, planet
gear 114 is grounded to casing segment 117 by shaft 118, and
ring gear 116 is rotationally connected to epicyclic gear set
110. Furthermore, epicyclic gear set 110 may include planet
gear carrier 120 rotationally connected to ring gear 116. In
some aspects, planet gear carrier 120 and ring gear 116 may
be integrally formed, however, one of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that other means of securing carrier 120 and
gear 116 are also possible, e.g., a splined shaft disposed
between carrier 120 and gear 116, and such variations are
within the spirit and scope of the claimed invention. By inte-
grally formed, we mean that at least part of the carrier and ring
gear are formed from a single common piece, that is, the
carrier and ring are not separate pieces joined together
directly or indirectly.
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Torque converter 108 typically includes output hub 122
connected to turbine 124. The vehicle typically includes
transmission input shaft 126 rotationally connected to hub
122. In some aspects, epicyclic gear set 110 includes sun gear
128 and ring gear 130. Sun gear 128 is grounded via flange
132 in transmission 101, while input shaft 126 is rotationally
connected to ring gear 130.

In some aspects, input shaft 134 rotationally connects gear
assembly 104 with epicyclic gear set 110. In some aspects,
stator 106 includes one-way clutch 136 rotationally con-
nected to stator shaft 102.

In some aspects, gear assembly 104 is arranged to reverse
the rotation of stator shaft 102 prior to imparting the torque
provided by stator shaft 102 to epicyclic gear set 110. In other
aspects gear assembly 104 may be an idler gear, although one
of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that other types of
gears are possible and such gears are within the spirit and
scope of the invention as claimed.

It should be understood that assembly 100 is not limited to
use with transmission 101 and that assembly 100 can be used
with transmissions having other types and numbers of com-
ponents and configurations. Additionally, it should be appre-
ciated that stator 106 coupled to rotatable stator shaft 102 may
beused in other arrangements than those described above. For
example, it may be desirable to extract power exclusively
from the stator for certain low torque applications, e.g., to
power components outside of a transmission. Hence, one of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that the use of stator
106 in combination with stator shaft 102 is not limited to the
embodiments described, and such variations are within the
spirit and scope of the claimed invention.

With the arrangement described supra, power is introduced
into epicyclic gear set 110 of transmission 101 via two paths,
i.e., input shaft 134 to planet gear carrier 120 and input shaft
126 to ring gear 130. Subsequently, the power is transferred
within transmission 101 in substantially the same way as
described above in view of transmission 10. Thus in this
embodiment, transmission 101 further comprises epicyclic
gear sets 138 and 140 and further includes clutches 142, 144
and 146, as well as braking clutches 148 and 150. Epicyclic
gear set 138 comprises sun gear 152, planet gear carrier 154
and ring gear 156, and epicyclic gear set 140 comprises sun
gear 158, planet gear carrier 160 and ring gear 162. Trans-
mission 101 transmits power through output shaft 164. In
order to obtain six forward gears and one reverse gear,
clutches 142, 144 and 146 and braking clutches 148 and 150
are configured in various combinations according to Table 2
below. An ‘X’ denotes an engaged clutch/braking clutch and
a blank indicates a disengaged clutch/braking clutch.

TABLE 2

Clutch Clutch Braking Braking
Gear 142 Clutch 144 146 Clutch 148 Clutch 150
Forward 1 X X
Forward 2 X X
Forward 3 X X
Forward 4 X X
Forward 5 X X
Forward 6 X X
Reverse X X

FIGS. 4 and 5 more fully describe the connection between
torque converter 108 and transmission101. A rotary drive unit
(not shown), e.g., a vehicle engine, is fixedly secured to drive
plate 166 via studs 168. Drive plate 166 is secured to housing
shell 170 of torque converter 108 via rivets 172, thereby
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enabling the transfer of power from the rotary drive unit to
torque converter 108. Power is transferred within torque con-
verter 108 by fluid. As torque converter 108 rotates, pump
174, fixedly connected to housing shell 170, transmits fluid to
turbine 124. Upon exiting turbine 124, the fluid passes
through stator 106 which redirects the flow of fluid prior to
reentry into pump 174. Turbine 124 is secured to hub 122,
which in turn is rotationally engaged with input shaft 126. As
described supra, input shaft 126 drives ring gear 130. Planet
gear 176 is rotatably mounted to planet gear carrier 120 via
shaft 178. Ring gear 130 is arranged to engage planet gear 176
and thus planet gear carrier 120, thereby providing power to
drive transmission 101. As shown in FIG. 3, power is intro-
duced into transmission 101, in part, through the previously
described path.

One-way clutch 136 is operatively arranged between stator
106 and input shaft 102. Input shaft 102 is rotatably mounted
within transmission 101 and, in some aspects may be integral
to sun gear 112. Thus, as input shaft 102 rotates, sun gear 112
also rotates. In turn, the rotation of sun gear 112 causes planet
gear 114 to rotate about fixed axis 118. Axis 118 is rotatably
secured to casing segment 117, and as planet gear 114 rotates,
ring gear 116 is caused to also rotate. Planet gear carrier 120
is rotationally connected to ring gear 116 by an input shaft,
1.e., input shaft 134, which, in some aspects, may be integral
to ring gear 116. Thus, planet gear carrier 120 and planet gear
176 rotate as ring gear 116 rotates. One of ordinary skill will
recognize that although input shaft 134 is integral to ring gear
116, other arrangements are also possible, e.g., a spline con-
nection between ring gear 116 and input shaft 134, and such
arrangements are within the spirit and scope of the claims. As
shown in the figures, planet gear carrier 120 may provide
additional power to transmission 101 depending upon the
configuration of clutches 142, 144, 146 and braking clutches
148 and 150.

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 depict calculated performance of torque
converters 50 (see FIG. 2) and 108 (see FIG. 5) in combina-
tionwith transmissions 10 and 101, respectively. Specifically,
FIG. 6 shows a graphical representation of the rotational
speed of stators 64 and 106 on the y-axis versus the ratio of
rotational speed between turbine 62 and pump 60 and turbine
124 and pump 174, respectively, on the x-axis. FIG. 7 shows
a graphical representation of the torque capacity of pumps 60
and 174 on the y-axis versus the ratio of rotational speed
between turbine 62 and pump 60 and turbine 124 and pump
174, respectively, on the x-axis. FIG. 8 shows a graphical
representation of the efficiency of torque converters 50 and
108 on the y-axis versus the ratio of rotational speed between
turbine 62 and pump 60 and turbine 124 and pump 174,
respectively, on the x-axis. On each of the graphs, the x-axis
represents the ratio of rotational speed between the turbine
and the pump. For example, when a vehicle is stationary, the
pump rotates while the turbine is still stationary, and thus the
speed ratio (SR) equals zero. Whereas, after the vehicle speed
has stabilized, and the pump and the turbine are rotating at
substantially the same speed, the SR approaches one.

Returning to FIG. 6, dashed line 180 represents stator 64,
configured according to FIGS. 1 and 2, ie., a traditional
torque converter, while solid line 182 represents stator 106,
configured according to FIGS. 3 through 5. Dashed line 180
shows that the configuration including a fixed stator shaft
prevents the stator from rotating until the SR reaches the
torque converter coupling point, when the SR is approxi-
mately equal to 0.9, at which time stator 64 begins to rotate,
i.e., freewheel. Contrarily, solid line 182 shows that the con-
figuration including a rotatably mounted stator shaft permits
stator 106 to rotate at a speed proportional to the opposite of
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the turbine speed, however stator 106 will still freewheel
when the SR approaches the torque converter coupling point.
At SR equals zero and SR equals one, dashed line 180 and
solid line 182 are the same, and thus the stall torque ratio and
torque capacity of both configurations are identical.

Returning to FIG. 7, dashed line 184 represents stator 64,
configured according to FIGS. 1 and 2, i.e., a traditional
torque converter, while solid line 186 represents stator 106,
configured according to FIGS. 3 through 5. Dashed line 184
shows that the configuration including a fixed stator shaft
maintains approximately the same pump torque capacity
across the range of SR from zero through approximately 0.8.
Solid line 186 shows that the configuration including a rotat-
ably mounted stator shaft increases the pump torque capacity,
over that of a traditional torque converter, across the range of
SR from zero through approximately 0.8.

Returning to FIG. 8, dashed line 188 represents stator 64,
configured according to FIGS. 1 and 2, i.e., a traditional
torque converter, while solid line 190 represents stator 106,
configured according to FIGS. 3 through 5. Solid line 190
shows that the configuration including a rotatably mounted
stator shaft increases the torque converter efficiency, over that
of a traditional torque converter, i.e., dashed line 188, across
the range of SR from zero through approximately 0.75. In
short, the overall torque converter efficiency of the instant
invention is higher than that of a conventional torque con-
verter across the middle SR range from approximately 0.2
through 0.7.

By allowing stator 106 to rotate as described, pump 174
must balance more of the torque of turbine 124, and therefore
the torque capacity of pump 174 is increased. In view of the
foregoing, it can be seen that under certain conditions, for
example, middle speed ratios between the turbine and the
pump, allowing stator 106 to extract power from torque con-
verter 108 increases the overall torque converter efficiency
from that of a traditional torque converter/transmission
arrangement.

Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having ordi-
nary skill in the art, which modifications are intended to be
within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. It also
is understood that the foregoing description is illustrative of
the present invention and should not be considered as limit-
ing. Therefore, other embodiments of the present invention
are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A stator torque transmitting assembly for a vehicle,
comprising:

a torque converter comprising a turbine and a stator;

said stator comprising a one-way clutch;

a stator shaft rotationally connected to said one-way clutch
and arranged to transmit torque from said stator during a
torque conversion mode for said torque converter;

a first planetary gear set comprising a first sun gear, a first
planetary carrier, and a first ring gear; and,

a transmission comprising a transmission input shaft and a
second planetary gear set, said second planetary gear set
comprising a second sun gear, a second planetary carrier
and a second ring gear, wherein said stator shaft is rota-
tionally connected to only said first sun gear, said first
planetary carrier is grounded, said first ring gear is rota-
tionally connected to said second planetary carrier, said
second ring gear is rotationally connected to said trans-
mission input shaft, said transmission input shaft is rota-
tionally connected to said turbine and said turbine is
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arranged to rotate and wherein said second planetary
carrier and said first ring gear are integrally formed.

2. The stator torque transmitting assembly of claim 1
wherein said stator shaft is arranged to transmit torque from
said stator to said first planetary gear set during said torque
conversion mode for said torque converter.
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3. The stator torque transmitting assembly of claim 1
wherein said torque converter further comprises an output
hub connected to said turbine, said transmission input shaft is
rotationally connected to said output hub, and said second sun
gear is grounded.



