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(57) ABSTRACT

A damper for a torque converter, including: a cover plate for
a damper; a turbine hub with a surface; and a pilot element
rotationally connected to the cover plate and having a surface
slidingly engaged with the surface for the turbine hub. The
respective surfaces for the turbine hub and the pilot element
are at least partially radially aligned and the pilot element is
arranged to center the damper with respect to a longitudinal
axis for the torque converter. In some aspects, the pilot ele-
ment includes at least one axial protrusion engaged with the
cover plate. In some aspects, the pilot element is formed of
stamped metal. In some aspects, the pilot element is axially
stabilized with respect to the turbine hub and the cover plate.
In some aspects, the pilot element includes at least one radial
protrusion slidingly engaged with a radial surface for the
turbine hub.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
PILOT FOR A SERIES DAMPER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/000.303, filed on
Oct. 25, 2007 and incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to improvements in apparatus for
transmitting force between a rotary driving unit (such as the
engine of a motor vehicle) and arotary driven unit (such as the
variable-speed transmission in the motor vehicle). In particu-
lar, the invention relates to a stamped metal pilot for radially
centering a series damper.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known to radially center a series damper in a torque
converter by securing a cover plate for one of the dampers in
the series damper directly to a turbine hub in the torque
converter, for example, by riveting the cover to the hub such
that radial surfaces for the cover and the hub are in contact.
Unfortunately, the above configuration limits the options
available for providing hysteresis forces for the series damper
while using a maximum number of components in all the
configurations.

Thus, there is a long-felt need for a means of radially
centering a series damper in a torque converter while opti-
mizing the modularity of the series damper and the options for
providing hysteresis in the series damper.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly comprises a damper for a
torque converter, including: a cover plate for a first damper; a
turbine hub with a surface; and a pilot element rotationally
connected to the cover plate and having a surface slidingly
engaged with the surface for the turbine hub. The respective
surfaces for the turbine hub and the pilot element are at least
partially radially aligned and the pilot element is arranged to
center the first damper with respect to a longitudinal axis for
the torque converter.

In some aspects, the respective surfaces for the turbine hub
and the pilot element are axially disposed. In some aspects,
the pilot element includes a substantially annular portion
including the surface for the pilot element and the surface for
the pilot element faces radially inward. In some aspects, the
surface of the turbine hub faces radially outward. In some
aspects, the pilot element includes at least one axial protru-
sion engaged with the cover plate. In some aspects, the pilot
element is formed of stamped metal. In some aspects, the pilot
element is axially stabilized with respect to the turbine hub
and the cover plate. In some aspects, the pilot element
includes at least one radial protrusion slidingly engaged with
a radial surface for the turbine hub. In some aspects, axial
movement of the pilot element away from the turbine hub is
restricted by contact between the pilot element and the cover
plate. In some aspects, the first damper is part of a series
damper including a second damper with a flange, the second
damper is disposed radially beyond the first damper and the
cover plate includes the flange.

The present invention also broadly comprises a pilot ele-
ment for a damper in a torque converter, including: a first
segment rotationally connected to a cover plate for a first
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damper; and a substantially annular second segment with a
surface arranged to slidingly engage with a surface for a
turbine hub. The respective surfaces for the second segment
and the turbine hub are arranged to be at least partially radi-
ally aligned and the first and second segments are arranged to
radially center the first damper in the torque converter.

In some aspects, the first segment includes at least one
protrusion arranged to connect to the cover plate. In some
aspects, the first segment is disposed radially beyond the
second segment when the pilot element is disposed in the
torque converter. In some aspects, the respective surfaces for
the second segment and the turbine hub are axially disposed.
In some aspects, the pilot element is formed of stamped metal.
In some aspects, the first damper is part of a series damper
including a second damper with a flange, the second damper
is disposed radially beyond the first damper and the cover
plate includes the flange. In some aspects, the pilot element is
arranged to be axially stabilized with respect to the turbine
hub and the cover plate. In some aspects, the pilot element
includes at least one radial protrusion arranged to slidingly
engage with a radial surface for the turbine hub. In some
aspects, axial movement of the pilot element away from the
turbine hub is arranged to be restricted by contact between the
pilot element and the cover plate.

It is a general object of the present invention to provide a
means of radially centering a series damper in a torque con-
verter while optimizing the modularity of the series damper
and the options for providing hysteresis in the series damper.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be readily appreciable from the following
description of preferred embodiments of the invention and
from the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a cylindrical coordinate
system demonstrating spatial terminology used in the present
application;

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of an object in the cylindrical
coordinate system of FIG. 1A demonstrating spatial termi-
nology used in the present application;

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view of a present inven-
tion pilot element in a series damper in a torque converter;

FIG. 3 is front perspective view of the pilot element shown
in FIG. 2;

FIG. 3 is side view of the pilot element shown in FIG. 2;
and,

FIG. 4 is a side view of the pilot element shown in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural elements of the invention.
While the present invention is described with respect to what
is presently considered to be the preferred aspects, it is to be
understood that the invention as claimed is not limited to the
disclosed aspects.

Furthermore, it is understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and as such may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
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of describing particular aspects only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present invention, which is limited only
by the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of the invention, the preferred methods,
devices, and materials are now described.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of cylindrical coordinate
system 80 demonstrating spatial terminology used in the
present application. The present invention is at least partially
described within the context of a cylindrical coordinate sys-
tem. System 80 has a longitudinal axis 81, used as the refer-
ence for the directional and spatial terms that follow. The
adjectives “axial,” “radial,” and “circumferential” are with
respect to an orientation parallel to axis 81, radius 82 (which
is orthogonal to axis 81), and circumference 83, respectively.
The adjectives “axial,” “radial” and “circumferential” also
are regarding orientation parallel to respective planes. To
clarify the disposition of the various planes, objects 84, 85,
and 86 are used. Surface 87 of object 84 forms an axial plane.
That is, axis 81 forms a line along the surface. Surface 88 of
object 85 forms a radial plane. That is, radius 82 forms a line
along the surface. Surface 89 of object 86 forms a circumfer-
ential plane. That is, circumference 83 forms a line along the
surface. As a further example, axial movement or disposition
is parallel to axis 81, radial movement or disposition is par-
allel to radius 82, and circumferential movement or disposi-
tionis parallel to circumference 83. Rotation is with respect to
axis 81.

The adverbs “axially,” “radially,” and “circumferentially”
are withrespect to an orientation parallel to axis 81, radius 82,
or circumference 83, respectively. The adverbs “axially,”
“radially,” and “circumferentially” also are regarding orien-
tation parallel to respective planes.

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of object 90 in cylindrical
coordinate system 80 of FIG. 1A demonstrating spatial ter-
minology used in the present application. Cylindrical object
90 is representative of a cylindrical object in a cylindrical
coordinate system and is not intended to limit the present
invention in any manner. Object 90 includes axial surface 91,
radial surface 92, and circumferential surface 93. Surface 91
is part of an axial plane, surface 92 is part of aradial plane, and
surface 93 is part of a circumferential plane.

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view of present invention
pilot element 100 in a series damper in a torque converter.

FIG. 3 is front perspective view of pilot element 100 shown
in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a side view of pilot element 100 shown in FIG. 2.
The following should be viewed in light of FIGS. 2 through 4.
In the figures, a present invention pilot element is shown in a
series damper; however, it should be understood that a present
invention pilot element could be used in a damper that is not
part of a series damper. Series damper 102 includes cover
plate 104 for damper 106. Damper 106 includes flange 140,
separate from plate 104. Torque converter 108 includes tur-
bine 142 and turbine hub 110 with surface 112. Hub 144 is
arranged to transmit torque from damper 106. Pilot element
100 is a separate piece from the cover plate, that is, the
element is separately formed from the cover plate, and is
rotationally connected to the cover plate. By rotationally con-
nected, or secured, we mean that the pilot element and the
cover plate are connected such that the two components rotate
together, that is, the two components are fixed with respect to
rotation. Rotationally connecting two components does not
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necessarily limit relative movement in other directions. For
example, it is possible for two components that are rotation-
ally connected to have axial movement with respect to each
other via a spline connection. However, it should be under-
stood that rotational connection does not imply that move-
ment in other directions is necessarily present. For example,
two components that are rotationally connected can be axially
fixed one to the other. The preceding explanation of rotational
connection is applicable to the discussions infra.

Element 100 includes surface 114 slidingly engaged with
surface 112. By slidingly engaged we mean that the surfaces
are in contact and exert respective pressures on each other
substantially orthogonal to the surfaces, while still being
rotatable with respect to one another. The respective surfaces
for the turbine hub and the pilot element are at least partially
radially aligned and the pilot element is arranged to center
damper 106 with respect to longitudinal axis 116 for the
torque converter. In some aspects, the respective surfaces for
the turbine hub and the pilot element are axially disposed.
That is, the surfaces are parallel to axis 116. The pilot element
includes substantially annular portion 118 including surface
114. In some aspects, surface 114 faces radially inward.

The pilot element is attached to the cover plate using any
means known in the art. In some aspects, to minimize the cost
and complexity of attaching the pilot element, the pilot ele-
ment includes at least one axial protrusion 120 engaged with
the cover plate. The cover plate includes slots, openings, or
recesses that accept the axial protrusions. Thus, the protru-
sions are easily axially inserted into the cover plate to rota-
tionally connect the pilot element and the cover plate. The
pilot element can be used with any damper having a cover
plate with appropriate slots, openings, or recesses as noted
above. These slots, openings, or recesses can easily be added
to a wide variety of damper configurations or may already be
present in a wide variety of damper configurations, advanta-
geously increasing the modularity of these configurations.
For example, a flange in a series damper (not shown) that
connects a cover plate to a turbine hub to create a configura-
tion providing hysteresis in the damper could be used with
element 100 with little or no modification of the flange. Ele-
ment 100 is not limited to a particular size, number, shape, or
configuration of protrusions 120.

In some aspects, the pilot element is axially stabilized with
respect to the turbine hub through radial protrusions 122.
Protrusions 122 slidingly engage with radial surface 124 of
hub 110 to restrict axial movement of the pilot element in
direction 125, while enabling the pilot element to rotate with
respect to the hub. Element 100 is not limited to a particular
size, number, shape, or configuration of protrusions 122. In
some aspects, the pilot element is axially stabilized with
respect to cover plate 104 through contact of radial surface
126 of the pilot element with radial surface 127 of the cover
plate. That is, contact between the radial surfaces restricts
movement of the pilot element away from the turbine hub and
ensures that the pilot element will maintain contact with axial
surface 112.

In some aspects, damper 102 includes damper 128 with
flange 130. Damper 128 is disposed radially beyond damper
106 and cover plate 104 includes flange 130.

The pilot element can be formed using any material or
fabricating process known in the art. In some aspects, the pilot
element is formed of stamped metal.

It should be understood that pilot element 100 is not limited
to the size, shape, or configuration shown and that other sizes,
shapes, and configurations are within the spirit and scope of
the claimed invention.
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Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having ordi-
nary skill in the art, which modifications are intended to be
within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. It also
is understood that the foregoing description is illustrative of
the present invention and should not be considered as limit-
ing. Therefore, other embodiments of the present invention
are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

What we claim is:

1. A torque converter, comprising:

a turbine;

a turbine hub connected to the turbine and including a
surface;

a first damper including:

a first hub arranged to transmit torque from the first
damper;

a first flange rotationally connected to the first hub; and,

a cover plate; and,

a pilot element separately formed from the cover plate and
rotationally connected to the cover plate and having a
surface slidingly engaged with the surface for the turbine
hub, where the respective surfaces for the turbine hub
and the pilot element are at least partially radially
aligned and the pilot element is arranged to center the
first damper with respect to a longitudinal axis for the
torque converter.

2. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the respective
surfaces for the turbine hub and the pilot element are axially
disposed.

3. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the pilot ele-
ment includes a substantially annular portion including the
surface for the pilot element and wherein the surface for the
pilot element faces radially inward.

4. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the surface of
the turbine hub faces radially outward.

5. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the pilot ele-
ment includes at least one axial protrusion engaged with the
cover plate.

6. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the pilot ele-
ment is formed of stamped metal.

7. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the pilot ele-
ment is axially stabilized with respect to the turbine hub and
the cover plate.

8. The torque converter of claim 7 wherein the pilot ele-
ment includes at least one radial protrusion slidingly engaged
with a radial surface for the turbine hub.

9. The torque converter of claim 7 wherein axial movement
of'the pilot element away from the turbine hub is restricted by
contact between the pilot element and the cover plate.

10. The torque converter of claim 1 wherein the first
damper is part of a series damper including a second damper
with a second flange, the second damper disposed radially
beyond the first damper and wherein the cover plate includes
the second flange.

11. A torque converter, comprising:

a turbine;

a turbine hub connected to the turbine and including a

surface;

a first damper including:

a first flange; and,
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a cover plate, separate from the first flange; and,

a pilot element including:

a first axially extending segment rotationally connected
to the cover plate; and,

a substantially annular second segment with a circum-
ferential surface arranged to slidingly engage with the
surface for the turbine hub, where the respective sur-
faces for the second segment and the turbine hub are
arranged to be at least partially radially aligned and
the first and second segments are arranged to radially
center the first damper in the torque converter.

12. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the first
axially extending segment includes at least one protrusion
arranged to connect to the cover plate.

13. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the first
axially extending segment is disposed radially beyond the
second segment when the pilot element is disposed in the
torque converter.

14. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the respective
surfaces for the second segment and the turbine hub are
axially disposed.

15. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the pilot
element is formed of stamped metal.

16. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the first
damper is part of a series damper including a second damper
with a second flange, the second damper is disposed radially
beyond the first damper, and the cover plate includes the
second flange.

17. The torque converter of claim 11 wherein the pilot
element is arranged to be axially stabilized with respect to the
turbine hub and the cover plate.

18. The torque converter of claim 17 wherein the pilot
element includes at least one radial protrusion arranged to
slidingly engage with a radial surface for the turbine hub.

19. The torque converter of claim 17 wherein axial move-
ment of the pilot element away from the turbine hub is
arranged to be restricted by contact between the pilot element
and the cover plate.

20. A torque converter, comprising:

a turbine;

a turbine hub, fixedly connected to the turbine, and with:

a first circumferential surface; and,

and a radial surface;

a first damper including:

a cover plate; and,

a first plurality of circumferentially aligned springs;

a second damper including:

a second plurality of circumferentially aligned springs,
radially outward from the first plurality of springs;
and,

a flange fixedly secured to the cover plate; and,

a stamped metal pilot element rotationally connected to the
cover plate with at least one axial protrusion, the pilot
element including a substantially annular portion having
a second circumferential surface facing radially inward
and slidingly engaged with the first circumferential sur-
face for the turbine hub, and the annular portion having
at least one radial protrusion slidingly engaged with the
radial surface for the turbine hub, wherein the pilot ele-
ment centers the series damper with respect to a longi-
tudinal axis for the torque converter.
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