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(57) ABSTRACT

A vibration damper, for example, a multistage torsion vibra-
tion damper, including at least two damper assemblies, con-
nected in series and arranged coaxially, a first damper assem-
bly forming a primary damping stage and a second damper
assembly forming a pre-damping stage. The damper assem-
bly that forms the primary damping stage is configured as a
series damper including at least two dampers connected in
series and is located on a larger diameter in the radial direc-
tion than the second damper assembly that forms the pre-
damping stage. A multistage vibration damper, including at
least two damper assemblies located in series, a first damper
assembly forming a preliminary damper and a second damper
assembly stage is configured as a series damper including at
least two dampers connected in series and is located on a
larger diameter in the radial direction than the second damper
assembly that forms the preliminary damping stage.
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VIBRATION DAMPING DEVICE, IN
PARTICULAR A MULTISTAGE TORSION
VIBRATION DAMPER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is filed under 35 U.S.C. §120 and §365(c)
as a continuation of International Patent Application PCT/
DE2008/001116, filed Jul. 7, 2008, which application claims
priority from German Patent Application No. DE 10 2007 036
194.9, filed on Aug. 2, 2007, which applications are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a vibration damper, for example, a
multistage torsional vibration damper, including at least two
damper assemblies, connected in series and arranged coaxi-
ally, a first damper assembly forming a primary damping
stage and a second damper assembly forming a pre-damping
stage.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Vibration damping devices, for example provided as mul-
tistage torsion vibration dampers, are known in the art in
many embodiments. When disposed in a drive train, they
function, viewed in the direction of the force flow, as an
elastic clutch between an input and an output and are coupled
to the connection elements forming the input and the output.
The device transfers torque and simultaneously compensates
vibrations occurring during power transmission. Also, an
embodiment as an absorber is conceivable. In this case, the
device does not transfer any torque between the adjacent
connection elements, but only torque spikes are reduced
through the particular components. Such vibration damping
devices are based on different functional principles depend-
ing on the type of damping. Besides purely mechanical damp-
ing solutions also hydraulic damping solutions and combined
mechanical-hydraulic damping solutions are known.
Mechanical dampers include a rotating component which can
have one or several components and which functions as an
input component or output component of the vibration
damper depending on the direction of the force flow, particu-
larly a primary component and a secondary component which
are disposed coaxial to one other and which are rotatable
within limits in circumferential direction relative to one
another. The coupling between the input component and the
output component is performed through torque transfer
devices and vibration damping devices which are typically
formed by spring units and which include at least one spring
element provided as a compression spring. Vibrations can be
compensated and reduced through the size of the relative
rotation angle between the input component and the output
component and the spring force.

From the printed document DE 30 47 039 Al an embodi-
ment of a device of this type for damping vibrations and for
transmitting torque between an input and an output is known
which includes two damper assemblies connected in series. In
order to facilitate a larger relative movement between the
driving and driven elements of the vibration damper, the
device is provided with two stages. Thus, the device includes
two concentric circles of damping springs which are config-
ured in a housing and which are driven by drive lugs which are
mounted in a drive element, e.g. a piston plate for a lock up
clutch. Thus, floating elements separate the springs in the
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inner and outer spring circles into two or more groups of
springs. Thus, the two or more groups of springs function in
parallel to one another in each circle, while the springs in each
group function in series. Thus, the power transfer in the force
flow is performed in series. The output component formed by
side disks of the first radially outer damper assembly is con-
nected torque proof to the input component of the second
damper assembly. Thus, the configuration of the device is
very complex and requires a large amount of installation
space.

Another embodiment of a series damper for use in force
transmission devices with a hydrodynamic component, like
e.g. a hydrodynamic torque converter or a hydrodynamic
clutchora lockup clutch, is known from the printed document
DE 199 20 542 Al. The vibration damper can thus be con-
nected in series to the hydrodynamic component and also to
the lockup clutch, or it can only be connected in series with
the lockup clutch. The vibration damping device is config-
ured at least as a two-stage series damper including a primary
damping stage and a pre-damping stage. The damper assem-
bly ofthe pre-damping stage is disposed radially on the larger
diameter than the damper assembly of the primary damping
stage, which is particularly offset in radial direction in direc-
tion towards the direction of rotation. The particular embodi-
ments with pre-damper assembly and primary damper assem-
bly are characterized by an axial offset viewed in installed
position. Furthermore, the relative rotation angle of the
damper assembly is mostly limited for the primary damper
stage due to the small diameter of the reference circle.

From the printed documents U.S. Patent Application No.
2004/0216979 Al and U.S. Patent Application No. 2004/
0185940, embodiments of parallel dampers are known. From
the printed document U.S. Patent Application No. 2004/
0216979 A1 an embodiment of a vibration damper is known
including at least two damper assemblies which are con-
nected in parallel. Both damper assemblies are effective con-
tinuously. The damper assembly for the smaller rotation
angles is disposed on a radially inner diameter, while the
greater rotation clearance is implemented through the second
damper assembly on a radially outer diameter. The radially
inner damper assembly is configured as a series damper,
including spring elements separated by a single component
flange and connected in series.

From the printed document U.S. Patent Application No.
2004/0185940 a vibration damping device is known which is
configured as a series—parallel damper including a first rotat-
ing element and a second rotating element which are rotatable
relative to one another within limits. Furthermore, the device
includes a pair of first elastic elements oriented in one rotation
direction and connected in series, which are coupled through
a floating intermediary flange and another second elastic ele-
ment, which is connected in parallel to the first elastic ele-
ments. The second elastic element is configured, so that it is
compressed in the rotation direction after the pair of first
elastic elements is compressed to a first angle due to a relative
rotation of the first rotating element and the second rotating
element. For this purpose a free angle is associated with the
second elastic element, which free angle in integrated in the
rotating flange. The disposition of first and second elastic
elements is provided overlapping for reducing the radial
installation space to one diameter or in radial direction with
respect to the annular portions theoretically created through
the extension of the spring elements. The coupling between
the first elastic elements is performed through a floating
flange.
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All cited embodiments have in common that the spring
characteristic is adapted with respect to a desired property in
a particular operating range.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is to provide a vibration
damper, through which a spring characteristic can be defined,
which is characterized by a small rise in the range of a small
relative rotation angle, which is effective in this range also
over a larger torque range, and which facilitates a larger
relative rotation angle range in the primary damper stage. The
spring constant is kept as low as possible. The solution
according to the invention is characterized by low design
complexity and minimum size and further is suitable for
integrating force transmission devices for applications in
drive trains.

A vibration damper, for example, a multistage series tor-
sion vibration damper, includes at least two damper assem-
blies configured in series, a first damper assembly configured
as pre-damper stage and a second damper assembly config-
ured as primary damper stage. According to the invention, the
primary damper stage is formed by a damper assembly con-
figured as a series damper, including at least two dampers
connected in series. The damper assembly forming the pri-
mary damper stage is disposed on a larger diameter in radial
direction than the damper assembly forming the pre-damping
stage.

The term “primary damper stage” in the sense of this appli-
cation includes the effect of the damper assembly, which
comes to bear at least in the range of large torques and large
relative rotation angles, for example, over the entire rotation
angle range. The term “pre-damper stage” in the sense of this
application includes the effect of the damper assembly, which
comes to bear at least in the range of small torques and small
relative rotation angles, and which is effective in addition to
the damper assembly of the main damper stage in this range,
which determines the relative rotation range until the damper
assembly is locked up or the spring units are blocked, so that
the spring forces of the two damper stages add up.

The solution according to the invention facilitates provid-
ing multistage damper assemblies. The damper assembly
forming the primary damper stage includes a relatively large
relative rotation angle in its entirety while adding the spring
forces based on the series connection.

According to one embodiment, the damper assembly of the
primary damper is disposed in radial direction on the outside,
this means on the larger diameter, and the damper assembly of
the predamper is disposed in radial direction on the inside,
this means as close as possible to the axis of rotation. Main
damper assemblies and predamper assemblies are disposed
coaxial relative to one another, and can be disposed in axial
direction with an offset or, for example, in a plane. In the latter
case, the damper assembly in the form of a multistage
damper, in which the damper characteristic can be variably
adjusted based on the separate configuration of the particular
damper assemblies, is configured as small as possible in axial
direction and also in radial direction.

Due to the configuration of the primary damper on the
outside in radial direction, it can accommodate large relative
angles of rotation. The main damper is effective in this rela-
tive rotation range, and thus the damping is also possible for
higher moments.

In one embodiment, the series damper includes at least two
dampers connected in series, a first and a second damper. One
respective output component of one damper forms the input
component of the other damper, or is coupled torque proof
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therewith. According to one embodiment, the dampers of the
series damper are disposed on one diameter. In this case, the
radial dimensions for the damper assembly can be kept small.

According to another embodiment, also disposing the two
dampers of the first damper assembly on two different diam-
eters is feasible. In this case, the particular transmission ele-
ments for the particular dampers can be configured differ-
ently.

Each of the damper assemblies viewed in force flow direc-
tion includes a primary component functioning as an input
component and a secondary component functioning as an
output component. The function can be reversed depending
on the force flow direction and alternates. Thus, the input and
output components can be configured integral or with mul-
tiple parts. In one embodiment, respective integral embodi-
ments in disk shape are selected. They are coupled with one
another through torque transfer devices and damping cou-
pling devices. The torque transfer devices and damping cou-
pling devices are formed herein by elastic elements, particu-
larly spring elements. Thus, the particular spring units are
configured as spring units nested into one another. Thus, the
particular damper assembly can respectively function as an
elastic clutch, which transfers torque and simultaneously
compensates vibrations. The damper assembly of the main
damper includes at least an input component and also an
output component. The output component simultaneously
forms the input component of the predamper assembly or is
coupled torque proof therewith. In one embodiment an inte-
gral embodiment of the output component of the damper
assembly of the primary damper stage and the input compo-
nent of the damper assembly of the predamper stage is
selected. In this case, a particularly installation space opti-
mized configuration of the particular damper assemblies in an
axial plane relative to one another is possible. Depending on
the configuration of the main damper assembly, particularly
in the form of a series damper made of at least two dampers,
itis implemented in a different manner. The coupling between
the two dampers of the damper assembly of the main damper
stage is performed in the simplest case through a radially
outer intermediary flange. It is can be configured as an annu-
lar element, which includes protrusions in the portion of its
inner circumference, which protrusions are oriented in radial
direction towards the axis of rotation, which protrusions form
contact surfaces viewed in circumferential direction or stop
surfaces for the particular spring elements.

This intermediary flange, depending on the force flow
induction, either forms the input component of the first
damper assembly or is provided as a floating flange, which is
not supported separately but only fixated based on the posi-
tionalassociation of the remaining components of the damper
assembly in its position between the spring elements of the
two dampers. Through the intermediary flange, at least one
spring unit is loaded, which is supported in circumferential
direction at one ofthe two dampers. The respectively opposite
end portion of the spring unit is supported on the other side at
an inward disposed flange. The inward disposed flange is also
configured as an annular element, and includes protrusions
offset from one another at uniform distances in circumferen-
tial direction, which extend in radial direction from the rota-
tion axis and which form contact surfaces oriented in circum-
ferential direction for the spring elements. The damper
assembly of the primary damper stage thus can include two
side disks offset from one another in axial direction, and
flanges disposed there between, which are configured as
annular elements, and which include protrusions. The spring
unit made of a radially outer- and a radially inner flange is thus
divided. The spring units of the two dampers are respectively
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supported at the intermediary flange and at the flange. Addi-
tionally, a support at the flange portions of the side disks,
which flange portions are oriented in circumferential direc-
tion is possible. This embodiment analogously also applies to
the damper assembly of the predamper stage. The predamper
stage, however, is only configured as a simple damper, includ-
ing a plurality of spring units disposed in parallel. Also here,
an embodiment as a series damper is feasible.

Depending on the association and coupling or connection
in aforce transmission unit, the different elements can respec-
tively function as input components. This depends on which
elements viewed in force flow direction are coupled with the
input side and which are coupled with the output side.

In one embodiment, the input and thus the force induction
at the first damper assembly can be implemented through
lateral disks. In this case, they are coupled at least indirectly
torque proof with a driving element, e.g. a force transmission
device of a lockup clutch, and/or an element of a hydrody-
namic component. The power transmission is then performed
through the first damper of the first damper assembly to the
intermediary flange and from the intermediary flange onto the
second damper, and then onto the flange, which is simulta-
neously coupled to the input component of the damper assem-
bly of the predamper stage or, for example, forms this input
component. The output component of the damper assembly
of the predamper stage is then formed, in this case, for
example, by a side disk assembly.

In one embodiment, it is also feasible to induct the power
through the intermediary flange. In this case, the power trans-
mission is performed onto the flange and from the flange onto
the side disks of the first damper assembly. The side disks are
in turn coupled torque proof with the input component of the
damper assembly of the predamper stage, which can be
formed by an intermediary flange or, for example, by side
disks configured integrally with the side disks of the damper
assembly of the primary damper stage, when the predamper
stage is configured as a series damper. The possibilities of the
integral embodiment of the side disks of both damper assem-
blies and of the one component flange associated with both
damper assemblies is characterized by a high degree of func-
tional concentration and minimum installation space require-
ment.

The latter embodiment has the advantage that through the
connection of the intermediary flange of the first damper
assembly, which flange then is not a floating intermediary
flange anymore but fixated through the connection with
respect to its position in a force transmission device, connec-
tion plates with any geometry can be used, which, for
example, the entire assembly like a bell, and thus provide a
type of encapsulation of the damper device.

The solution according to the invention is not limited to the
described embodiments. Design features are at the discretion
of a person skilled in the art. It is crucial that a multistage
damper assembly can be implemented through a pure series
damper assembly from at least one primary damper config-
ured as a series damper, which damper assembly is charac-
terized by short coil springs in the main damping portion, and
thus an unlocking as known from long springs is avoided and
simultaneously larger torques can be transferred through the
main damper at a lower relative rotation angle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The solution according to the invention is subsequently
described with respect to drawing figures, wherein:
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FIG. 1a illustrates the basic configuration and the basic
principle of a vibration damping device according to the
invention in a simplified schematic depiction;

FIGS. 15 and 1c illustrate a vibration damping device
according to the invention as a two-stage series vibration
damper according to a first embodiment in a simplified sche-
matic depiction with reference to two views, particularly an
axial sectional view and a view B-B according to FIG. 15;

FIG. 2q illustrates the embodiments of the side disks of the
first damper assembly in a side view;

FIG. 2b illustrates the embodiment of the side disks of a
second damper assembly in the first embodiment in a side
view;

FIG. 3 illustrates a vibration damper device according to
the invention configured as a two-stage series vibration
damper according to a second embodiment in a simplified
schematic depiction; and

FIG. 4 illustrates the characteristic diagram of a multistage
vibration damping device according to the invention in a
simplified schematic depiction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1a illustrates the basic configuration and the basic
principle of a vibration damping device according to the
invention in a simplified schematic depiction, for example, of
a torsion vibration damper. The vibration damper device 1
functionally includes two damper stages 3, 4, respectively
formed by a damper assembly, a first damper assembly 5 and
a second damper assembly 7, and which are connected in
series. This means, that the power transmission is thus per-
formed in the force flow in series, this means subsequent to
one another.

The first damper stage 3 is designated as primary damper
stage. The second stage 4 forms the pre-damper stage. The
primary damper stage 3 thus is effective in the main operating
range, this means the maximum relative rotation angle range,
while the predamper stage 4 is only effective in a limited
relative rotation angle range as a partial range of the entire
operating range. The additional damping after locking up the
predamper stage 4 is only performed in the primary damper
stage. The particular damper stages 3 and 4 are thus imple-
mented by damper assemblies 5, 7, which are coupled to one
another, or which are in operative engagement. The first
damper stage 3 is formed by a damper assembly 5, which is
configured as a series damper from at least two dampers 6.1
and 6.2 connected in series. The predamper stage 4 is formed
by a damper assembly 7. Both damper assemblies 5 and 7 are
combined in series to form a two-stage series damper. Each of
the particular damper assemblies 5 and 7 includes input and
output components, viewed in force flow direction, which are
configured integrally or in several parts, which are coupled
with one another through torque transmission devices and/or
damping coupling devices. This also applies for the particular
dampers 6.1, 6.2 of a damper assembly 5 configured as a
series damper. Thus, the input and output components of the
particular dampers 6.1, 6.2 of a damper assembly 5 or of the
damper assemblies 5, 7 are disposed respectively coaxial to
one another, and rotatable relative to one another in circum-
ferential direction within limits. The terms “input” and “out-
put” components thus relate viewed in force flow direction to
the force flow when disposed in a drive train. The force flow
goes through the vibration damper device 1. The functions
can be associated with different components in different oper-
ating states.

The device 1 viewed in force flow direction in its entirety
includes an input component E and an output component A.
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The input component E is thus formed depending on the force
flow direction either by an element of the damper assembly 5
or ofthe damper assembly 7. The damper assembly 5 includes
an input component 8 and an output component 10, which is
in turn connected torque proof with an input component 11 of
the damper assembly 7, or forms a unit therewith. The damper
assembly 7 furthermore includes an output component 12,
which corresponds to the output component A of the vibration
damper device 1, when the vibration damper device 1 is
disposed between a drive motor and a power transmission
unit, which output component is at least indirectly connected
to the subsequent power transmission unit. The damper 6.1 of
the first damper assembly 5 includes an input component 13,
which is formed by the input component 8 of the damper
assembly 5, and an output component 14, which forms the
input component 15 of the damper 6.2, and which is con-
nected torque proof therewith. The second damper 6.2 fur-
thermore includes an output component 16 which forms the
output component 10 of the damper assembly 5. The first
damper 6.1 includes devices 17 for torque transmission
between the input component 13 and the output component
14 and damping coupling devices 18. Analogously, also the
second damper includes torque transmission devices 20 and
damping coupling devices 21. The second damper assembly
7 includes a damper, in which the input component 11 and the
output component 12 are coupled with one another through
torque transmission devices 35 and damping coupling
devices 36. The force flow is performed between the input
component E and the output component A of the device 1
depending on the direction of rotation, through the dampers
6.1, 6.2 or 6.1 and the damper 7.

The FIGS. 15 and 1c¢ illustrate a vibration damping device
1 configured according to the invention, for example, a mul-
tistage series damper 2 in two views according to a first
embodiment. FIG. 1 illustrates the vibration damping device
1 in an axial sectional view, FIG. 1c illustrates a view B-B
according to FIG. 1b. The arrangement of the first damper
stage 3 is performed in radial direction with reference to the
rotation axis R of the device 1 on a larger diameter than the
arrangement of the additional second damper stage 4 func-
tioning as a predamper stage. Thus, also the disposition of the
first damper assembly 5 is performed on the radial outside,
while the disposition of the second damper assembly 7 is
performed within the extension of the inner diameter of the
first damper assembly 5 and thus on a smaller diameter. The
damper assembly 5 includes an input component 8, which is
formed by two drive disks 9.1 and 9.2, which are offset from
one another in axial direction, and disposed coaxial to one
another and coupled to one another torque proof. The output
component 10 is disposed between the drive disks 9.1and 9.2,
which output component is in turn connected torque proof
with an input component 11 of the damper assembly 7, or, for
example, forms a unit therewith. The damper assembly 7
furthermore includes an output component 12, which corre-
sponds to the output component A of the vibration damping
device 1 when the vibration damping device 1 is disposed
between a drive engine and a power transmission unit, which
output component is at least indirectly connected to the sub-
sequent power transmission unit.

The first damper assembly 5 includes two dampers 6.1 and
6.2. The numbering of the input and output components to
FIG. 1a is maintained. The first damper 6.1 includes devices
17 for torque transmission between the input component 13
and the output component 14 and damping coupling devices
18. The devices 17 and 18 are formed herein by a unit, for
example, a spring unit 19. Analogously, also the second
damper 6.2 includes torque transmission devices 20 and
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damping coupling devices 21, which are formed by an addi-
tional spring unit 22. As discussed supra, the input component
13 is formed by the drive disks 9.1 and 9.2, the output com-
ponent 14 is formed by an intermediary flange 23. The
devices 17 and 18 or the particular spring units 19 are sup-
ported at the drive disks 9.1 and 9.2 or the flange 24 and the
intermediary flange 23, while the spring units 22 of the sec-
ond damper 6.2 can also be supported at the drive disks 9.1,
9.2 or the intermediary flange 23 and the flange 24 or the
output component 12 in circumferential direction.

The intermediary flange 23 is configured in the first
embodiment of the invention as a floating flange, this means
it does not have a support of its own, and it is only supported
and guided by the spring units 19, 22, and the configuration of
the flange 24 or the side disks 9.1 and 9.2 between the spring
units 19, 22.

The intermediary flange 23 is configured as an annular
element, which includes protrusions 25 at its inner circum-
ference oriented in the direction towards the rotation axis R,
which protrusions form stop surfaces 26 and 27 for the spring
units 19 or 22 of the dampers 6.1 and 6.2.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1¢, the intermediary
flange 23 is a radially outer intermediary flange, which
includes the protrusions 25 equally spaced in circumferential
direction at its inner circumference 28. The flange 24, which
forms the output component 10 of the damper assembly 5 for
the main damper stage 4, is configured as a radially inner
flange and includes at its outer circumference 29 protrusions
30 extending outward in radial direction, this means away
from the rotation axis R and disposed in circumferential
direction at an even distance to one another. Two adjacent
protrusions 30 define recesses extending in circumferential
direction and open towards the rim, in which recesses the two
spring units 19 and 22 of'the particular damper assemblies 6.1
and 6.2 are disposed, and are supported at the opposing side
surfaces 31 and 32 of sucha recess at the flange 24. The flange
24 includes recesses 33 on its diameter d,, for the predamper
stage, which recesses are provided in the form of circumfer-
entially extending openings, which form support surfaces for
the spring units 34 of the torque transmission devices 35 or 36
for damping coupling. The support surfaces also face each
other in circumferential direction. Furthermore, the spring
units 34 are supported at the output component 12 provided in
the form of side disks 37.1 or 37.2, which output component
is only illustrated in FIG. 15 and which can be coupled with
the subsequent power transmission device.

In this embodiment, a moment is inducted into the damper
assembly 5 when used in drive trains in vehicles in normal
fraction operation in the force flow from the drive engine to a
subsequently positioned power transmission unit viewed
through the drive disks 9.1 and 9.2, which are connected with
one another torque proof. The spring units 19 or 22 are loaded
according to FIG. 1¢, depending on the direction of rotation,
and in turn load onto the intermediary flange 23, for example,
the protrusion 25, through the stop surfaces 26, and based on
the coupling caused thereby with simultaneous damping cou-
pling, the spring unit 22 impacts the flange 24 and in turn the
spring unit 34 as an elastic coupling transmits the torque to the
output component 12 in the form of the side disks 37.1 and
37.2. Thus, due to the radially inward disposition of the pre-
damper and the embodiment of the spring units 34, the pre-
damper stage in the form of the damper assembly 7 is only
configured for small relative rotation angles, and thus for
small torques, so that the damper assembly 7 is locked up
starting at a certain rotation angle or the spring units are
blocked and the main portion of the damping work is done by
the primary damper provided in the form of the damper
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assembly 5, which is implemented by substantially larger
relative rotation angles a.. The damper assembly 5 of the main
damper stage 3 with the particular spring units 19 and 22 of
the particular dampers 6.1, 6.2 is configured so that it
includes, for example, relatively short cylindrical coil
springs.

Providing the torque proof coupling between the drive
disks 9.1 and 9.2 of the damper assembly 5 functioning as
main damper can be performed differently. In the illustrated
embodiment, fastener elements 38 are provided, for example,
in the form of rivets. These can be disposed radially outside of
the radial extension of the spring units 19, 22 of the main
damper stage 3 as illustrated in FIG. 15. Furthermore, the
assembly can be disposed radially outside of the intermediary
flange 23. This torque proof coupling can simultaneously
form a stop for the intermediary flange 23 or the flange 24.

Also, the torque proof coupling in the portion of the
damper assembly 7 in the form of the predamper can either be
provided radially outside or alternatively within the spring
units 34 between the side disks 37.1 and 37.2 and the flange
24 of the pre-damper.

The embodiment according to FIGS. 15 and 1¢ further-
more illustrates an embodiment of the particular damper
stages 3 and 4 in an axial plane, which is, for example,
implemented by the configuration of the output component
10 of the first damper assembly 5 or of the input component
11 of the damper assembly 7. In the simplest embodiment,
this component is configured as a disk shaped element. Other
embodiments are conceivable, e.g. with an offset in axial
direction. The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, however,
represents a one embodiment with respect to the installation
space requirements. This applies analogously also for the
disposition of the two dampers 6.1 and 6.2 in radial direction
and also in axial direction relative to one another. These are
disposed in radial direction, for example, without an offset on
a common diameter d and in one plane in axial direction.
Thus, the series damper assembly can include a high degree of
functional concentration.

The protrusions 30 of the flange 24 include stop surfaces
39.1, 39.2 at their outer circumference oriented in circumfer-
ential direction, which stop surfaces can interact with stop
surfaces 40.1, 40.2 accordingly configured at the inner cir-
cumference 28 of the intermediary flange 23, and aligned in
circumferential direction opposite to the stop surfaces 39.1,
39.2. They form a blocking protection for the spring units 19,
22. The stop surfaces 39.1, 39.2, 40.1, 40.2 are therefore
configured so that they only form a rotation angle limiter
between the intermediary flange 23 and the flange 24 at a
particular predefined spring travel.

FIG. 2a thus illustrates the side disks in the form of drive
disks 9.1 and 9.2 of the vibration damping device 1 according
to FIG. 1 in a simplified schematic illustration. A disk shaped
configuration with openings 41 provided in circumferential
direction for receiving the spring units 19 and 22 of the
dampers 6.1 and 6.2 for support in circumferential direction
and in radial direction are also visible here. Analogously
thereto, FIG. 25 illustrates the configuration of the side disks
37.1, 37.2 not illustrated in FIG. 15 of the predamper pro-
vided as a damper assembly 7. Also, these are configured disk
shaped and include openings 33 extending in circumferential
direction on the diameter of the spring unit 34, which open-
ings are, for example, configured at constant distances from
one another, and respectively form stop surfaces for the spring
unit 34, disposed opposite to one another.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a vibration damping
device 1 according to a second embodiment. In this embodi-
ment, another association of the elements side disks 9.1, 9.2
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and flange 23 are selected, so that herein the functions with
respect to the embodiment as input component E and output
component A are exchanged compared to the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1. Also, in FIG. 3, the vibration damping
device 1 is characterized by two damper stages 3 and 4. The
predamper stage is formed by the second damper stage 4, and
the first damper stage is formed by the damper assembly 5.
The damper assembly 5 is configured as a series damper from
two dampers 6.1 and 6.2. Also here, the two dampers 6.1 and
6.2 are, for example, disposed on a common diameter d, and
without offset from one another in radial and in axial direc-
tion. Furthermore, the damper assembly 7 forming the pre-
damper stage 3 is disposed radially within the damper assem-
bly 5 and in axial direction in the same plane, this means
without an offset in installed position. Thus, also here, a
particularly compact multistage damper assembly is imple-
mented, which is configured as a series damper assembly
when viewed in the entire system. Contrary to FIG. 1, the
functions with respect to input and output components are
exchanged here. Thus, the input is performed through the
intermediary flange 23 of the primary damper, this means of
the damper assembly 5. The intermediary flange thus forms
the input component E of the device 1 and the input compo-
nent 8 of the main damper assembly or the input component
13 of the first damper 6.1 or 15 of the second damper 6.2. The
output or the output component 14 of the first damper 6.1 or
the output component 16 of the second damper 6.2 is then
formed by a floating flange 24, which is configured here as a
radially inner flange, and through which the force flow is
conducted respectively to the other damper 6.2 or 6.1.

As recited supra, the drive disk is formed by the main
flange 23, which is configured as a radially outer flange, and
which can be configured analogously to the embodiment
according to FIG. 15, this means with protrusions 25 config-
ured in radial direction at the inner circumference 28, which
form in circumferential direction stop surfaces 26, 27 for the
respective sprint units 19, 22. The view from the right onto the
flange 23, 24 corresponds to the view in FIG. 1¢, which is
therefore not illustrated again separately. Thus, herein, the
output component 14 is formed by the intermediary flange 24
while the input component 15 of the second damper 6.2 is
formed by the output component 14 of the first damper 6.1,
and thus by the floating flange 24, and the output component
16 of the second dampers 6.2 is formed by two drive disks,
herein the drive disks 9.1 and 9.2, which are disposed in axial
direction on both sides of the flange unit, includes of the two
particular flanges 23, 24. Thus, the drive disk 9.2 is connected
torque proof with the input component 11 of the predamper
stage 4, for example, the damper assembly 7 or forms a
portion thereof. The output component 12 is formed by a
flange 43, the so-called predamper flange, which can be
coupled torque proof with the connection element here e.g.
through fastener elements 45, particularly provided as rivets.
In the illustrated case, also here, the spring units 19 and 22 for
the two dampers 6.1 and 6.2 of the damper assembly 5 are
configured on a common diameter d. The spring units 19, 22
are configured as coil springs. The connection of the drive or
the introduction of the torque into the flange 23 is performed
through side plates 42.1 and 42.2, which are coupled to the
flange in radial direction in the portion of the outer circum-
ference of the flange 23 and enclose the damper assembly
quasi bell shaped. The connection to the connection elements
can be performed at the side plates 42.1 and 42.2, when an
integration is performed into a drive train for vehicles. This is
illustrated herein in an exemplary manner through the fas-
tener elements 44.
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In this embodiment, the torque is inducted through at least
one of two additional side plates 42.1 and 42.2 through the
primary flange 23 of the primary series damper, which pri-
mary flange is disposed on the outside in radial direction, this
means of the damper assembly 5. Through the spring units 19
and 22, or the inward disposed floating flange 24, the moment
is transferred to the drive disks 9.1 and 9.2, one of which is
simultaneously provided as a side disk 37.2 of the predamper,
this means of the damper assembly 7. The moment is intro-
duced into the damper assembly 7 through the side disk and
through the predamper flange 43 functioning as an output; it
is introduced into a hub or another connection element. Also
here, the particular respective input and output components
13, 14, 15, 16, 11, 12 are coupled to one another through
torque transmission devices 17, 20, 35 and damping coupling
devices 18, 21, 36 for the particular dampers 6.1, 6.2 or
damper assemblies 5, 7. The torque transmission devices 17,
20, 35 and the damping coupling devices 18, 21, 36 are, for
example, integrated in one component and formed by spring
units 19 or 22 and 34.

A relative rotation angle limiter for the damper assembly 7
can be disposed at will, radially outside or alternatively inside
the spring unit 34 of the pre damper, this means of the damper
assembly 7 between the side surfaces and flange of the
damper assembly 7.

The FIGS. 1 and 3 illustrate for the respective association
of the functions with input and output components the dis-
closed embodiments. Other possibilities are also feasible, for
example, with respect to the geometric configuration of the
particular flanges and drive discs or side plates. Each of the
illustrated embodiments can also be used after force flow
reversal. The functions of the input components and output
components are respectively exchanged with one another.
The embodiments of the particular damper assembly are
respectively free of a free angle or a relative rotation clear-
ance. FIG. 1c illustrates the neutral condition.

FIG. 4 illustrates the characteristic diagram I for a series
connection of pre damper stage 4 and primary damper stage 3
for the embodiments according to the FIGS. 1 and 3. From
this it is evident that a relatively flat characteristic curve is
generated. For comparison the characteristic curves 2 and 3
are shown for the damper assembly 7 provided in the form of
the pre damper and for the primary series damper provided in
the form of the damper assembly 5 from the two dampers 6.1
and 6.2. Thus herein both rotation directions are illustrated
the characteristic diagram for the pre damper is designated as
I and the characteristic diagram for the primary series
damper by itself is designated as 3 and the combined charac-
teristic diagram of pre damper and primary series damper, this
means damper assembly 5 and 7 is designated as 1. From this
it is evident that the entire characteristic diagram I for the
primary series damper is configured flatter in the portion of
smaller rotation angles due to using the pre damper stage 4
and that it is steeper only in the main operating range. Thus
herein the torque M is plotted over the relative rotation angle
a.

The configuration according to FIGS. 1 and 3 can be inte-
grated into drive trains in various manners. One application is
a force transmission device with a lock up clutch LU and with
a hydrodynamic component, for example, in the form of
hydrodynamic speed-/torque converter or a hydrodynamic
clutch.

When integrated into the force transmission device the lock
up clutch and the hydrodynamic component including at least
one primary shell functioning as a pump shell and a secondary
shell functioning as a turbine shell can be connected in the
damper assembly in series to the transmission clutch and also
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to the hydrodynamic component. In this case the respective
input component is connected to the output of the lockup
clutch and also to the turbine shell of the hydrodynamic
component. However, it is also feasible to configure the
device according to the invention only as turbine damper, this
means in series to the turbine shell or also as a normal torsion
vibration damper in series with the lock up clutch. It is fur-
thermore conceivable to integrate the damper unit in front of
the lock up clutch into the force transmission device.

REFERENCE NUMERALS AND DESIGNATIONS

1 vibration damping device
2 multistage series damper
3 first damper stage

4 second damper stage

5 damper assembly
6.1,6.2 damper

7 damper assembly

8 input component

9.1,9.2 drive discs

10 output component

11 input component

12 output component

13 input component

14 output component

15 input component

16 output component

17 torque transmission devices
18 damping coupling devices
19 spring unit

20 torque transmission device
21 damping coupling device
22 spring unit

23 intermediary flange

24 flange

25 protrusion

26 stop surface

27 stop surface

28 inner circumference

29 outer circumference

30 protrusion

31 side surface

32 side surface

33 recess

34 spring unit

35 torque transmission device
36 damping coupling device
37.1,37.2 side disc

38 mounting element
39.1,39.2 stop surface

40.1,40.2 stop surface

41 opening

421,42 side plate

43 pre-damper flange

44 mounting element

45 mounting element

R rotation axis

M torque

a relative rotation angle

d diameter

ds diameter

E input component

A output component

What is claimed is:
1. A vibration damper, comprising:
at least one drive disc;
a first damper assembly including:
a first flange;
a second flange having an outer circumference radially
outward of the first flange;
a first spring engaged with the at least one drive disc and
the second flange; and,
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a second spring engaged with the first and second
flanges; and,
a second damper assembly including;
at least one output component; and,
a third spring engaged with the first flange and the at
least one output component, wherein:
the atleastone drive disc comprises first and second side
disks, offset relative to one another in axial direction,
between which the first and second flanges are dis-
posed,
the second flange is provided as an annular element with
first protrusions extending in a portion of an inner
circumference for the second flange in radial direction
relative to a rotation axis;
the first flange is configured as an annular element with
second protrusions oriented in radial direction in a
portion of an outer circumference for the first flange;
and,
the first and second protrusions are disposed respec-
tively at constant offsets relative to one another in
circumferential direction, and form stop surfaces for
the first and second springs.
2. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein the
first and second damper assemblies are disposed in an axial
plane.
3. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein an
output component of the first damper assembly forms a unit
with an input component of the second damper assembly.
4. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein:
the first damper assembly comprises at least two dampers
(6.1, 6.2),

each of the dampers (6.1, 6.2) comprises an integral- or
multipart input component (13, 15) and an integral- or
multipart output component (14, 16), which are coupled
to one another through the first and second springs and
are rotatable relative to one another in circumferential
direction; and,

the input component (15) of the second damper (6.2) is

formed by the output component (14) of the first damper
(6.1).

5. The vibration damper according to claim 4, wherein the
two dampers (6.1, 6.2) of the first damper assembly are dis-
posed on a diameter (d).

6. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein the
second damper assembly comprises two side disks (37.1,
37.2) disposed in axial direction and including openings (33)
and wherein the first flange is disposed between side disks
(371,37.2).

7. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein an
input component (8) of the first damper assembly is formed
by the first and second side disks and an output component
(10) is formed by the first or second flange.
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8. The vibration damper according to claim 1, wherein:

the second damper assembly comprises two side disks
(37.1, 37.2) disposed in axial direction; and,

an output component (12) of the second damper assembly
is formed by the side disks (37.1, 37.2), and an input
component (11) is formed by the first flange.

9. A vibration damper, comprising:

at least one drive disc;

a first damper assembly including:

a first flange;

a second flange having an outer circumference radially
outward of the first flange;

a first spring engaged with the at least one drive disc and
the second flange; and,

a second spring engaged with the first and second
flanges; and,

a second damper assembly including:

an output flange; and,

athird spring engaged with the first flange and the output
flange, wherein:

the at least one drive disc includes first and second side
disks, offset relative to one another in axial direction,
between which the first and second flanges are dis-
posed:

the second flange is provided as an annular element with
first protrusions extending in a portion of an inner
circumference for the second flange in radial direction
relative to a rotation axis;

the first flange is configured as an annular element with
second protrusions oriented in radial direction in a
portion of an outer circumference for the first flange;
and,

the first and second protrusions are disposed respec-
tively at constant offsets relative to one another in a
circumferential direction, and form stop surfaces for
the first and second springs.

10. The vibration damper according to claim 9, wherein an
input component of the first damper assembly is formed by
the second flange, and an output component is formed by the
first and second side disks.

11. The vibration damper according to claim 9, wherein:

the second damper assembly comprises third and fourth

side disks disposed in axial direction;

an input component of the second damper assembly is

formed by the third and fourth side disks;

an output component of the second damper assembly is

formed by the output flange; and,

at least one of the third or fourth side disks is connected

torque proof with an output component of the first
damper assembly, or forms a unit with the output com-
ponent of the first damper assembly.
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