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SEALED PTO DAMPER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/212,018, filed Apr.
6, 2009 which application is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to a torsion damper, and
more specifically to a sealed damper for a transmission power
take-off.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Prior art torsion dampers generally include coil springs for
isolating drivetrain vibrations. Many designs position the coil
springs between cover plates and drivingly engage the springs
with the cover plates and a flange. The prior art includes at
least one design in which an additional plate is fixed to the
cover plates to provide a portion of the radial support for the
coil springs and a rotational limit between the flange and
cover plates. Another design for an engine starter includes a
gear fixedly connected to a plate elastically connected to the
flange by the coil springs.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Example aspects of the present invention broadly comprise
a torsion damper including a plurality of elastic elements, a
first plate drivingly engaged with the plurality of elastic ele-
ments and adapted to drivingly engage with a transmission
shaft, a gear, and a second plate drivingly engaged with the
gear and the plurality of elastic elements. At least one of the
first or second plate is adapted to hydraulically seal with
respect to a housing for the transmission. The gear may be
adapted to be a power take-off gear for the transmission.

In some example embodiments of the invention, the gear
includes a toothed portion and a portion radially inside the
toothed portion. The portion radially inside the toothed por-
tion is arranged to provide radial support to the elastic ele-
ments. In an example embodiment of the invention, the gear
includes a connector portion radially disposed between the
toothed portion and the portion radially inside the toothed
portion. The gear is fixedly connected to the second plate at
the connector portion. The elastic elements may be arcuately-
formed coil springs and the torsion damper may include a
plurality of raceways disposed between the coil springs and
the radially inside portion.

In an example embodiment of the invention, the first plate
and the gear are directly drivingly engaged for a torque
applied to the first plate greater than a selected damper torque.
In an example embodiment of the invention, the first plate or
the gear includes at least one radially extending tab and the
other ofthe first plate or the gear includes at least one window.
The first plate and the gear are directly drivingly engaged by
contact between the at least one radially extending tab and the
at least one window for a torque applied to the first plate
greater than a selected damper torque.

In some example embodiments ofthe invention, the torsion
damper includes a third plate and the second plate and the
third plate are each hydraulically sealed to the gear and to the
transmission housing. In an example embodiment of the
invention, the torsion damper includes at least one o-ring, at
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least one of the second or third plates includes a circumfer-
ential notch for accepting the o-ring, and the plate is sealed to
the gear by the o-ring. In some example embodiments of the
invention, the second plate radially locates the gear. In an
example embodiment of the invention, the second plate is
adapted to be radially located by a bearing in the transmiis-
sion.

Other example aspects of the present invention broadly
comprise a torsion damper including a first plate with a first
radial wall and a first cylindrical protrusion, a second plate
with a second radial wall and a second cylindrical protrusion,
and a gear fixedly connected to and hydraulically sealed to the
first and second plates. The first protrusion is adapted to be
radially located by a first transmission bearing and the second
protrusion is adapted to be radially located by a second trans-
mission bearing.

Other example aspects of the present invention broadly
comprise a torsion damper including a plurality of elastic
elements, a first plate at a first longitudinal end of the torsion
damper, a gear, and a second plate at a second longitudinal
end of the torsion damper. The first plate is drivingly engaged
with the plurality of elastic elements and adapted to drivingly
engage with a transmission shaft. The second plate is driv-
ingly engaged with the gear and the plurality of elastic ele-
ments. In an example embodiment of the invention, the tor-
sion damper includes an annular space at least partially
formed by the first and second plates. The annular space is
adapted to form a sealed channel with the transmission shaft
between the first and second longitudinal ends.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a torsion damper according
to an example aspect of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a top-half section view of the torsion damper
shown in FIG. 1 generally along line 2-2 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the damper shown in FIG. 1 with
a plate removed for clarity; and

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the torsion damper
shown disposed in a portion of a transmission housing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers appearing in different drawing views identify iden-
tical, or functionally similar, structural elements. Further-
more, it is understood that this invention is not limited only to
the particular embodiments, methodology, materials and
modifications described herein, and as such may, of course,
vary. It is also understood that the terminology used herein is
for the purpose of describing particular aspects only, and is
not intended to limit the scope of the present invention, which
is limited only by the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of the invention, the following example
methods, devices, and materials are now described.

The following description is made with reference to FIGS.
1 and 2. FIG. 1 is a perspective view of torsion damper 10
according to an example aspect of the invention. FIG. 2 is a
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top-half section view of torsion damper 10 shown in FIG. 1
generally along line 2-2 in FIG. 1. Torsion damper 10
includes elastic elements 12. In some example embodiments
of the invention, elements 12 are coil springs. In an example
embodiment of the invention, the coil springs are arcuately
formed.

Torsion damper 10 includes plate 14. Plate 14 is adapted to
engage with a transmission shaft (not shown) at spline 16, for
example, and elastic elements 12. Damper 10 further includes
plates 18 and 20. Plates 18 and 20 include radial walls 19 and
21, respectively. Walls 19 and 21 are drivingly engaged with
gear 22 at rivet 24, for example. Although plates 18 and 20 are
both shown riveted to gear 22, in other embodiments of the
invention only one of plates 18 or 20 may be attached to gear
22 and the plate(s) may be attached using any method known
in the art, including welding, brazing, or staking, for example.

Plates 18 and 20 are hydraulically sealed to gear 22. In an
example embodiment of the invention, plates 18 and 20 are
hydraulically sealed to gear 22 by o-ring seals 23 and 25,
respectively, disposed in circumferential notches 27 and 29,
respectively. Plates 18 and 20 radially locate gear 22. That is,
plates 18 and 20, and gear 22, are designed to have minimal
clearance such that plates 18 and 20 fit tightly against bores 31
and 33 of gear 22, respectively. Alternately stated, a radial
position of gear 22 is established by contact between plates 18
and 20 and the gear. Although plates 18 and 20 are both shown
sealed to and locating gear 22, in other embodiments of the
invention only one of plates 18 or 20 may be sealed to and/or
locate gear 22. Gear 22 may be a helical gear or spur gear, for
example. In an example embodiment of the invention, gear 22
is a power take-off (PTO) gear for a medium or heavy duty
over-the-road transmission in a dump truck or garbage truck,
for example.

In some example embodiments of the invention, gear 22
includes toothed portion 26 and portion 28 radially inside of
toothed portion 26. Portion 28 is arranged to provide radial
support to elastic elements 12. That is, when damper 10 is
under rotation, portion 28 reacts centrifugal force exerted by
elements 12. In an example embodiment of the invention
(FIG. 2A), raceway 35 is disposed between element 12 and
portion 28. Raceway 35 may be used to better support ele-
ments 12 and prevent wear on gear 22, advantageously reduc-
ing required hardness for wear resistance on gear 22. Gear 22
1s fixedly connected to plates 18 and 20 at portion 30 disposed
radially between portions 26 and 28.

The following description is made with reference to FIGS.
1-3.FIG. 3 is a front view of damper 10 shown in FIG. 1 with
plate 20 removed for clarity. Plate 14 includes tab 32 and gear
22 includes window 34. Although plate 14 is shown with tab
32 and gear 22 is shown with window 34, in other embodi-
ments of the invention, plate 14 may have window 34 and gear
22 may have tab 32. Tab 32 and window 34 are arranged to be
directly drivingly engaged when plate 14 is rotated by angle
36 in direction of angle 38. That is, when a circumferential
force from a torque received by plate 14 through spline 16
exceeds a force exerted by elements 12 at relative rotational
angle 36, in other words, is greater than a selected damper
torque, the remaining force (and associated torque) is directly
transmitted from plate 14 to gear 22 at the tab-window con-
nection. The directly drivingly engaged connection between
plate 14 and gear 22 provides improved durability of elements
12 by bypassing elements 12 (transmitting torque directly
from plate 12 to gear 22) when torque passing through torsion
damper 10 exceeds rated torque for elements 12.

The following description is made with reference to FIG. 4.
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of torsion damper 10 shown
disposed in a portion of transmission housing 40. In one
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embodiment, plates 18 and 20 are hydraulically sealed to
transmission housing 40 with respective seals at seal channels
42 and 44, for example. Although plates 18 and 20 are both
shown sealed to transmission housing 40, in other embodi-
ments plate 18 and/or 20 may be sealed to another transmis-
sion component such as a shaft, bearing, or gear, for example.
Furthermore, plate 14 may be sealed to housing 40 or another
transmission component.

Transmission bearings 46 and 48 radially locate plates 18
and 20, respectively. That is, bearings 46 and 48 are tightly
fitted into housing 40 and cylindrical protrusions 50 and 52 of
plates 18 and 20, respectively, are tightly fitted to the bear-
ings. Alternately stated, respective radial positions of plates
18 and 20 are established by contact between plates 18 and 20
and the bearings. Although both plates 18 and 20 are shown
positioned by bearings, in other embodiments only one of
plates 18 and 20 may be positioned by a bearing. Bearings 46
and 48 provide radial and axial support to plates 18 and 20 to
react operating loads exerted on plates 18 and 20 by gear 22.

Seals 23, 25, 42, and 44 provide sealed channel 54 between
torsion damper 10 and transmission shaft 56. For example,
plates 18 and 20 form at least part of an annular space between
longitudinal ends 58 and 60 of the damper. In combination
with shaft 56, the annular space forms channel 54 between
longitudinal ends 58 and 60 ofthe damper. Transmission shaft
56 may be engaged with a pump hub (not shown) of a torque
converter (not shown) for the transmission. Channel 54 may
be used for exchange of fluid with the torque converter. Fur-
thermore, torsion damper 10 advantageously improves rattle
between gear 22 and a driven gear (not shown). Damper 10
may be designed with low torque transmission through ele-
ments 12 to reduce rattle during a condition when a driven
device such as a hydraulic pump (not shown) or PTO clutch
(not shown) is disengaged. That is, torsional fluctuations from
an engine in drivingly engaged with the torque converter are
at least partially isolated from gear 22 by elements 12 when
the PTO clutch is disengaged.

Of course, changes and modifications to the above
examples of the invention should be readily apparent to those
having ordinary skill in the art, without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention as claimed. Although the
invention is described by reference to specific preferred and/
or example embodiments, it is clear that variations can be
made without departing from the scope or spirit of the inven-
tion as claimed.

What I claim is:

1. A torsion damper comprising:

a plurality of elastic elements;

a first plate drivingly engaged with the plurality of elastic
elements and adapted to drivingly engage with a trans-
mission shaft;

a gear; and

second and third plates drivingly engaged with the gear and
drivingly engaged with the plurality of elastic elements,
wherein at least one of the first, second, or third plates is
adapted to hydraulically seal to a housing for a transmis-
sion.

2. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the gear is

adapted to be a power take-off gear for the transmission.

3. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the gear com-
prises a toothed portion and a portion radially inside the
toothed portion, and the portion radially inside the toothed
portion is arranged to provide radial support to the elastic
elements.

4. The torsion damper of claim 3, wherein the gear com-
prises a connector portion radially disposed between the
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toothed portion and the portion radially inside the toothed
portion, and the gear is fixedly connected to the second plate
at the connector portion.

5. The torsion damper of claim 3, wherein the elastic ele-
ments are arcuately-formed coil springs.

6. The torsion damper of claim 3, further comprising a
plurality of raceways disposed between the coil springs and
the radially inside portion.

7. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the first plate and
the gear are directly drivingly engaged for a torque applied to
the first plate greater than a selected damper torque.

8. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the first plate or
the gear includes at least one radially extending tab and the
other of the first plate or the gear includes at least one window
and wherein for a torque applied to the first plate greater than
a selected damper torque, the first plate and the gear are
directly drivingly engaged by contact between the at least one
radially extending tab and the at least one window.

9. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the second plate
and the third plate are each hydraulically sealed to the gear
and to the transmission housing.

10. The torsion damper of claim 9, further comprising at
least one o-ring, wherein at least one of the second or third
plates comprises a circumferential notch for accepting the
o-ring, and the plate is sealed to the gear by the o-ring.

11. The torsion damper of claim 1, wherein the second
plate radially locates the gear.

12. The torsion damper of claim 11, wherein the second
plate is adapted to be radially located by a bearing in the
transmission.
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13. A torsion damper comprising:

a plurality of elastic elements;

a first plate engaged with the plurality of elastic elements,
with a first radial wall and a first cylindrical protrusion,
the first protrusion adapted to be radially located by a
first transmission bearing;

a second plate engaged with the plurality of elastic ele-
ments, with a second radial wall and a second cylindrical
protrusion, the second protrusion adapted to be radially
located by a second transmission bearing; and

a gear fixedly connected to and hydraulically sealed to the
first and second plates, wherein the plurality of elastic
elements and the first and second transmission bearings
are at least partially aligned in a direction parallel to an
axis of rotation for the torsion damper.

14. A torsion damper comprising:

a plurality of elastic elements;

a first plate drivingly engaged with the plurality of elastic
elements and adapted to drivingly engage with a trans-
mission shaft;

a gear;

second and third plates drivingly engaged with the gear and
the plurality of elastic elements; and,

an annular space at least partially formed by the first and
second plates, wherein the annular space is adapted to
form a sealed channel with the transmission shaft; and
wherein a portion of the gear is disposed between the
second and third plates in a direction parallel to an axis
of rotation for the torsion damper.
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