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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention is a ratcheting one-way clutch for an
automotive component such as, for example, a stator for a
torque converter. A plurality of ramp plates is provided that
are positioned on either side of the catch plate. Each ramp
plate includes a series of locking fingers directed at an angle
toward the catch plate in a plane that enables the fingers to
engage with one of the at least one windows on the catch
plate. Such an engagement prevents the catch plate from
rotating in the engagement direction, while the angled orien-
tation of the locking fingers allows the catch plate to rotate
freely in the opposite (freewheeling) direction. Biasing ele-
ments are proved to axially bias the ramp plates toward the
centrally positioned catch plate.

8 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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RATCHETING ONE-WAY CLUTCH

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/198,743 onNov. 7,
2008 which application is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of unidirectional or one-
way clutches. More specifically, it relates to the one-way
clutches forusein automobiles and more specifically, a clutch
design that may be used to reduce lash and vibration noise in
automotive components.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Lash is the condition in which small spaces lie between the
splines of a toothed or geared connection, such as a splined
clutch and stator shaft or between planetary gears of an auto-
matic transmission. The gaps in a spline connection are nec-
essary to allow the two structures to be connected during
assembly. Similarly, in the case of a sliding or rotating con-
nections, lash exists as the “sliding space” is necessary in
order for the connection to function. However, in each case,
the spaces or gaps causing the two connected structures to
collide with each other when the connection occurs causing
an impact that can often be heard when there is a change in
inertia or relative motion between the two structures such as
when there is a change in torque converter turbine speed.

What is needed then are structures that reduce the space or
distance between connection splines or fingers of toothed,
geared or similar connections.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly comprises a one-way or
unidirectional clutch for an automotive component that
includes a catch plate having a first side and a second side and
defining at least one window with the catch plate operatively
attached to the automotive component; a pair of outer clutch
plates with each of the outer clutch plates having at least one
outer biasing element on one side of the outer clutch plate and
at least one outer locking finger on the other side of the outer
clutch plate facing the catch plate with one of the pair of outer
clutch (or ramp) plates on either side of the catch plate. The
invention also includes a pair of inner clutch (or ramp) plates
that each include at least one inner biasing element on one
side of the inner clutch plate and at least one inner locking
finger on the other side of the inner ramp plate with the at least
one inner locking finger facing the catch plate, and a plurality
of'slots to receive one of the at least one outer locking fingers,
and a pair of biasing surfaces, each of the pair of biasing
surfaces contacting at least one of the at least one biasing
elements on each of the pair of outer clutch plates. A first one
of'the pair of inner clutch plates is positioned between the first
side of the catch plate and the first outer clutch plate and a
second one of the pair of inner clutch plates is positioned
between the second outer clutch plate and the second side of
the catch plate. The biasing elements act to axially displace
each of the pair of outer clutch plates and each of the pair of
inner clutch plates. In a preferred embodiment, the atleast one
inner biasing elements contact one of the pair of biasing
surfaces.
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One object of the present invention is to provide a one-way
clutch for use with a stator of a torque converter.

A second object of the invention is to reduce the lash or
vibration noise generated when a clutch is engaged.

A third object of the invention is to supply a one-way clutch
that may be fabricated from stamped parts.

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the
present invention will be readily appreciable from the follow-
ing description of the various embodiments of the invention
and from the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of the operation of the present inven-
tion will now be more fully described in the following
detailed description of the invention taken with the accompa-
nying drawing Figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is an exploded top perspective view of the ratcheting
one-way clutch of the present invention;

FIG. 2 depicts each of the ramp plates of the clutch of the
present invention in both a top plan view and a side view;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross section showing the position of
the locking fingers of the first inner ramp plate contacting the
windows of the centrally positioned catch plate of the one-
way clutch of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross section view of the one-way
clutch in which the interlocking fingers of the first inner ramp
plate are disengaged from the windows defined by the catch
plate;

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross section view of the one-way
clutch in which some or all of the plurality of locking fingers
of the second inner ramp plate are engaged with the edge of
one of the windows of the catch plate;

FIG. 6 shows the interlocking fingers of the second inner
ramp plate disengaged from the windows of the catch plate
similar to the disengagement of interlocking fingers seen in
FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is a schematic cross section view of the one-way
clutch in which some or all of the plurality of locking fingers
ofthe first outer ramp plate are each engaged with the edge of
one of windows of the catch plate; and,

FIG. 8 shows the interlocking fingers from the first outer
ramp plate disengaged from the windows of the catch plate
while still extending through the slots of the adjacent inner
ramp plate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical struc-
tural elements of the invention. It also should be appreciated
that figure orientations, proportions, and angles are not
always to scale in order to clearly portray the attributes of the
present invention.

While the present invention is described with respect to
what is presently considered to be the preferred embodi-
ments, it is understood that the invention is not limited to the
disclosed embodiments. The present invention is intended to
cover various modifications and equivalent arrangements
included within the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

Adverting to the drawings, FIG. 1 is an exploded top per-
spective view of the ratcheting one-way clutch 10 of the
present invention. First and second inner ramp plates 13 and
15, respectively, are placed on either side of catch plate 14.
Outer ramp plates 12 and 16, respectively, are positioned on
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the outer sides of inner ramp plates 13 and 15 respectively.
Catch plate 14 includes windows 14a and a splined inner edge
17. The splines of inner edge 17 may be used to fit into splines
of an automotive component such as shaft (not shown). As
explained below, windows 14a are aligned to receive one of
the plurality of locking fingers 12a, 13a, 154, and 16a.

FIG. 2 depicts each of plates 12-16 of clutch 10 in both a
top plan view and a side or edge view. This drawing arrange-
ment shows the locking fingers of each ramp plate extending
from one side of the particular ramp plate and a biasing
element, such as a biasing spring, extending from the opposite
side of the ramp plate. The top view of first outer ramp plate
12 (“ramp plate 12”) shows a plurality of locking fingers 12a
distributed around plate 12 as well as biasing elements 124.
The accompanying side or edge view of ramp plate 12 shows
at least one biasing element 125 and locking fingers 12a
extending from the opposite sides of ramp plate 12. Similar
arrangements are seen for inner ramp plate 13, inner ramp
plate 15, and outer ramp plate 16. The locking fingers 12a,
13a, 15a, and 16a extend from the inner side (toward the
centrally positioned catch plate 14) while the biasing ele-
ments extend from the outer side of each respective ramp
plate.

As will be explained in detail below, the plurality of lock-
ing fingers from each ramp plate are oriented at an angle and
are aligned to engage window 144 of catch plate 14 to allow
clutch plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 to rotate in only one direction.
As noted above, catch plate 14 preferably includes a splined
inner edge 17 that is operatively attached to a shaft, such as a
stator shaft. As an example, clutch 10 may be used as a
one-way clutch for a stator for a torque converter. Both types
of components are well known to those having skill in the art.
By operatively attached is meant that a component or device
is connected either directly or indirectly to a second compo-
nent and causes that second component to operate in a pre-
scribed manner. For example, as described above, clutch 10 is
described as operatively attached to a stator meaning clutch
10 will prevent a torque converter stator from rotating in
one-direction enabling the stator to direct fluid to a torque
converter pump in a prescribed direction.

FIGS. 3-8 are a series of schematic cross section views of
the ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 in operative attachment to
catch plate 14. Specifically, FIGS. 3-8 are schematic cross
sections showing the position of the individual sets of locking
fingers on each of ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16. FIG. 3
depicts the engagement of locking fingers 13a of inner ramp
plate 13 engaged with windows 14a of catch plate 14. The
arrow shows the direction ramp plate 13 moves so that lock-
ing fingers 13a engage windows 14a of catch plate 14. Each
of locking fingers 13a is shown in contact with an edge of
window 14a. This contact prevents clutch plate 13 from con-
tinuing to rotate in the direction of the arrow shown in the
FIG. 3 as inner ramp plate 13 is engaged with window 14a and
is thus prevented from rotating in the direction of the arrow.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross section view of clutch 10 in
which fingers 13a are disengaged from windows 144 on catch
plate 14. It should be noted that this disengagement can be
seen if ramp plate 13 is rotating in the direction opposite to the
arrow (the freewheeling or unlocking direction). In this direc-
tion, catch plate 14 will fail to engage any of the fingers of any
ofthe rotating clutch plates 12,13, 15, and 16. As seen in FIG.
4, the locking fingers all project in the same direction. If
clutch plates 12, 13,15, and 16 rotate in the opposite direction
as the locking fingers project, the fingers will not engage
windows 14a, but will rather slide over the windows 144 and
the surface between each window 14a. This in effect causes
clutch 10 act as a one-way clutch on catch plate 14 as it
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prevents ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 from rotating in one
direction, while allowing them to rotate in the opposite direc-
tion. It should be noted that all of the locking fingers from all
of the ramp plates are disengaged from catch plate 14.

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross section view of clutch 10 in
which some or all of the plurality of locking fingers 15a of
second inner ramp plate 15 are each engaged with the edge of
one of windows 14a of catch plate 14. As with fingers 13a,
fingers 15a prevent clutch plate 15 from rotating in the direc-
tion of the arrow. It will be seen that fingers 13a as well as the
fingers 12a and 16a of outer ramp plates 12 and 16, respec-
tively, are all disengaged from any of windows 144 and are
either contacting or positioned over the surface of catch plate
14 between windows 14a or extend into window 14a but do
not contact an edge of window 14a. FIG. 6 shows the inter-
locking fingers 15a disengaged from windows 14a similar to
the disengagement of fingers 134 seen in FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 is a schematic cross section of clutch 10 in which
some or all of the plurality of locking fingers 12a of first outer
ramp plate 12 are each engaged with the edge of one of
windows 14a of catch plate 14. Fingers 12a engage windows
14a similar to the fingers of inner plates 13 and 15. It can be
seen that fingers 124 extend through slots 13¢ in inner plate 13
to reach windows 14a. Thus, outer plate 12 and inner plate 13
are aligned so that fingers 12a of outer plate 12 can extend
through slots 13c¢ to reach and engage with windows 14a.
FIG. 8 shows the interlocking fingers 12a disengaged from
windows 14a while still extending through slots 13¢. A simi-
lar arrangement can be seen with ramp plates 15 and 16 in
which fingers 16a extend through slots 15¢ of ramp plate 15.

Biasing elements 125, 135, 155, and 165 extend from the
opposite sides of ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16, respectively
and contact biasing surfaces 41a or 415. Biasing surfaces may
be covers positioned on either side of clutch 10, other auto-
motive components, a flange extending from a shaft extend-
ing through clutch 10, or other part or piece. Biasing surfaces
41a and 415 may be identical or different components. Bias-
ing elements 125, 135, 15b, and 165 may be in the form of
springs.

Biasing elements 125, 135, 155, and 165 allow ramyp plates
12, 13, 15, and 16 to be axially displaced along the axis
extending though clutch 10 seen in FIG. 1. The biasing pres-
sure on each ramp plate is toward catch plate 14. In this way,
if the interlocking fingers of a particular ramp plate engage
windows 14a. the remaining disengaged fingers will still be
forced toward catch plate 14 so that after disengagement of
one set of fingers, the same or a different set of fingers from a
different ramp plate will be positioned to readily engage
windows 14a when ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 start to
move in the engagement or lock up direction.

As an example, it can be seen in FIG. 3 that fingers 13a
engage windows 14a. If fingers 13a become disengaged,
clutch plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 may rotate in the direction of
the arrow to engage fingers 16a from second outer plate 16
with windows 14a. Biasing springs 165 act to keep fingers
16a pushed axially toward catch plate 14 to keep fingers 16a
in position to engage with windows 14a.

It can also be seen that biasing elements 125, 13b, 155, and
165 keep fingers 12a, 13a, 154, and 16a, respectively, pressed
axially into position so that even if clutch plates 12, 13, 15,
and 16 rotate in the freewheeling direction, fingers 124, 134,
15a, and 16a will be positioned to engage or lock up catch
plate 14 once they rotate in the locking direction.

It can be seen from FIGS. 3-8 that the plurality of inter-
locking fingers extending toward and engaging with the
single series of windows 14a together act as a ratchet by
allowing movement of ramp plates 12,13, 15, and 16 in only
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one rotational direction. In a preferred embodiment, because
of the total number of fingers provided by all of ramp plates
12, 13, 15, and 16, there are only small distances between
each of the individual fingers of the various ramp plates. As
can be seen in FIG. 3, for example, fingers 16a, 124, and 15a
are positioned between a first engaged finger 13 and the next
engaged finger 13« in the next succeeding window 14a. Thus,
there is only a relatively short distance between any one
engaged finger and the next finger in line to engage with a
particular window 14a. Because the noise created from a lash
condition is caused by the momentum generated by the dis-
tance a finger from one of the ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16
rotates before engagement with a window 14a from catch
plate 14, the shorter travel distances created by the plurality of
fingers 12a,13a, 154, and 16a reduce the momentum and thus
reduce the subsequent noise.

Although the operation of clutch 10 has been described
such that clutch plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 rotate in either a lock
up or freewheeling direction, it will be recognized by those
having skill in the art that clutch 10 may operate such that
catch plate 14 rotates in a lock up or freewheeling direction
while ramp plates 12, 13, 15, and 16 are stationary in relation
to catch plate 14.

Thus it is seen that the objects of the invention are effi-
ciently obtained, although changes and modifications to the
invention should be readily apparent to those having ordinary
skill in the art, which changes would not depart from the spirit
and scope of the invention as claimed.

I claim:

1. A one-way clutch for an automotive component com-

prising:
a catch plate having a first side and a second side and
defining atleast one window, said catch plate operatively
attached to said automotive component;
apair of outer clutch plates, each of said pair of outer clutch
plates including:
at least one outer biasing element on one side of said
outer clutch plate and formed of a single first piece of
material forming the outer clutch plate; and,

at least one outer locking finger on the other side of said
outer clutch plate, said at least one outer locking fin-
ger extending at an acute angle toward said catch
plate;

wherein a first one of said pair of outer clutch plates is
positioned on said first side of said catch plate and a
second one of said pair of outer clutch plates is posi-
tioned on said second side of said catch plate;

apair of inner clutch plates each of said inner clutch plates
including;
at least one inner biasing element on one side of said

inner clutch plate and formed of a single second piece
of material forming the inner clutch plate;
at least one inner locking finger on the other side of said
inner clutch plate, said at least one locking finger
extending at an acute angle toward said catch plate;
a plurality of slots to receive one of said at least one outer
locking finger; and,

a pair of biasing surfaces, each of said pair of biasing
surfaces contacting at least one of said at least one bias-
ing elements on each of said pair of outer clutch plates;

wherein the at least one outer locking finger is directly
engageable with the catch plate;

wherein a first one of said pair of inner clutch plates is
positioned between said first side of said catch plate and
said first outer clutch plate and a second one of said pair
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of inner clutch plates is positioned between said second
outer clutch plate and said second side of said catch
plate; and,
wherein said biasing elements act to axially displace each
of said pair of outer clutch plates and each of said pair of
inner clutch plates.
2. The one-way clutch for an automotive component as
recited in claim 1 wherein said at least one window is a
plurality of windows aligned such that each of said plurality
of windows rotationally engages one locking finger when said
pairs of inner and outer clutch plates or said catch plate are
moved in a locking direction.
3. The one-way clutch for an automotive component as
recited in claim 1 wherein said at least one inner locking
finger is a plurality of inner locking fingers and said at least
one outer locking finger is a plurality of outer locking fingers.
4. The one-way clutch for an automotive component as
recited in claim 1 wherein said locking fingers move over
each of said at least one window when said pairs of inner and
outer clutch plates rotate in a freewheeling direction.
5. The one-way clutch for an automotive component as
recited in claim 1 wherein each of said at least one biasing
elements contact said biasing surface.
6. The one-way clutch for an automotive component as
recited in claim 1 wherein said automotive component is a
stator for a torque converter.
7. A one-way clutch, comprising:
an axis of rotation;
a biasing surface;
a catch plate including a first plurality of windows, the
catch plate connected to an automotive component such
that rotation of the catch plate is locked to rotation of the
automotive component;
an outer clutch plate:
located between the catch plate and the biasing surface
in an axial direction parallel to the axis of rotation;
and,

including a second plurality of windows, a first plurality
of biasing elements, and a first plurality of locking
fingers; and,

an inner clutch plate:
located between the catch plate and the outer clutch plate

in the axial direction; and,

including a third plurality of windows, a second plurality

of biasing elements, and a second plurality of locking

fingers in contact with the catch plate, wherein:

the second plurality of biasing elements passes
through the second plurality of windows to contact
the biasing surface to urge the inner clutch plate
toward the catch plate;

the first plurality of locking fingers passes through the
third plurality of windows to contact the catch
plate;

for a first amount of rotation of the catch plate about
the axis of rotation in a first direction, the first
plurality of locking fingers is arranged to displace
into the first plurality of windows to lock rotation of
the outer clutch plate to rotation of the catch plate;
and,

for a second amount of rotation of the catch plate
about the axis of rotation in the first direction, the
second plurality of locking fingers is arranged to
displace into the first plurality of windows to lock
rotation of the inner clutch plate to rotation of the
catch plate.

8. A one-way clutch, comprising:

an axis of rotation;
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a biasing surface;
a catch plate including a first plurality of windows, the
catch plate connected to an automotive component such
that rotation of the catch plate is locked to rotation of the
automotive component; 5
an outer clutch plate:
located between the catch plate and the biasing surface
in an axial direction parallel to the axis of rotation
from the catch plate to the biasing surface; and,
including a second plurality of windows, a first plurality 10
of biasing elements aligned with the second plurality
of windows in the axial direction, and a first plurality
of locking fingers located outward of the first plurality
of biasing elements in a radial direction orthogonal to
the axis of rotation; and, 15
an inner clutch plate:
located between the catch plate and the outer clutch plate
in the first axial direction; and,
including a third plurality of windows, a second plurality
of biasing elements aligned with the third plurality of 20
windows in the axial direction, and a second plurality
of locking fingers in contact with the catch plate and
located outward of the second plurality of biasing
elements in the radial direction, wherein:

8

the first plurality of biasing elements contacts the
biasing surface to urge the outer clutch plate toward
the catch plate;

the second plurality of biasing elements passes
through the second plurality of windows to contact
the biasing surface to urge the inner clutch plate
toward the catch plate;

the first plurality of locking fingers passes through the
third plurality of windows to contact the catch
plate;

for a first amount of rotation of the catch plate about
the axis of rotation in a first direction, the first
plurality of locking fingers is arranged to displace
into the first plurality of windows to lock rotation of
the outer clutch plate to rotation of the catch plate;
and,

for a second amount of rotation of the catch plate
about the axis of rotation in the first direction, the
second plurality of locking fingers is arranged to
displace into the first plurality of windows to lock
rotation of the inner clutch plate to rotation of the
catch plate.



