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1
DEVICE FOR ELECTRONICALLY
CAPTURING A HANDWRITTEN USER INPUT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. provisional appli-
cation no. 60/928,194 filed May 8, 2007, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference as if fully set forth
herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a device for electronically
capturing or recording a handwritten user input, such as, e.g.,
a signature. Such devices are also sometimes called “signa-
ture pads.”

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Devices for electronically capturing a handwritten user
input are marketed by the assignee of this invention, StepOver
GmbH, Germany, under the trademarks: blueMobile Pad,
plusPad, blueM Pad and +Pad II/III. Such devices are also
generally known from German patent publication no. 198 59
932 Al. In general, such devices and/or signature pads com-
prise a housing adapted to be attached to a wall or adapted to
be set on a base, e.g., a table or the like. The housing includes
aninput field onthe front side of the housing. A user can make
an input on the input field, e.g., using a normal pen or also
using a writing implement adapted to the type of the input
field. In particular, such devices and/or signature pads are
utilized for the purpose of electronically capturing a signature
of a user and optionally for further processing and/or storing
of the captured signature data.

Electronics for this processing are accommodated in the
housing underneath the input field. Such electronics facilitate
the electronic capture of the user input on the input field
and/or allow the digital storage thereof. Current is supplied to
the device either via a network cable or via batteries or accu-
mulators integrated in the apparatus and/or the signature pad.

In the above-mentioned devices and/or signature pads, the
input field, on which a user can make a handwritten user input
using a writing implement, is disposed centrally and/or in the
middle relative to the right and left housing edges of the
device. However, it has been found that a user can not opti-
mally sign on the input field of such a known device, since
such known apparatuses have relatively small outer dimen-
sions, while also having a minimum thickness of more than
1.6 cm or even more than 2.0 cm.

Consequently, on the one hand, a user can not fully rest
his/her writing hand on the housing when signing on the input
field and, on the other hand, it is not reasonable for the user to
support his/her writing hand partially on the housing and
partially on the base or the wall due to the thickness of the
housing (i.e., the relatively large distance between the top
surface of the housing and the base, on which the device is
set), because such an awkward, tilted positioning of the hand
is inconvenient and/or uncomfortable when signing.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, it has been determined that the known devices of
the above-mentioned type for electronically capturing a
handwritten user input can be improved, preferably by con-
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figuring the housing so that a user can more conveniently or
comfortably input handwritten information via the input field
of such devices.

Thus, there is a need in the field to develop a more user-
friendly or ergonomic device for electronically capturing or
recording a handwritten user input.

In one aspect of the present teachings, a device is taught for
electronically capturing a handwritten user input, which
device includes an input field disposed in or on a housing. The
housing preferably has a front side, a rear side opposite to the
front side, a right housing edge, a left housing edge opposite
to the right housing edge, a lower housing edge and an upper
housing edge opposite to the lower housing edge. The input
field is preferably constructed or configured or programmed
so as to electronically capture or record a handwritten user
input, which is made by a user by contacting or touching the
user input field with a writing device, such as a stylus or pen.
In addition, the input field can be constructed or configured or
programmed to display the handwritten user input and/or
inputted elements, etc., e.g., preferably in real-time while the
handwritten data is being input via the input field. A touch
screen, e.g., an LCD touch screen, is a representative, but not
limiting, embodiment of an input field that may be utilized
with the present teachings.

The electronics for the electronic capture and optional
storage of the corresponding data, which data correspond to
the input made by the user, are accommodated inside the
housing. The input field is preferably disposed on the front
side of the housing asymmetrically between the right housing
edge and the left housing edge. The electronics for capturing
and processing the handwritten data are preferably located
adjacent to the input field, rather than exclusively underneath
the input field, so that the housing for the device can be made
thinner.

In this aspect of the present invention, the input field is
preferably eccentrically arranged or disposed relative to the
outer periphery of the device housing, so that a surface or
portion of the housing, which is available to the user for
resting the writing hand thereon while the input is being
made, is enlarged. It is possible to enlarge the hand-resting
surface or portion of the housing, even if the outer dimensions
of the housing are essentially identical as compared to previ-
ously-known devices of this type. In addition, the asymmetric
arrangement of the input field relative to the outer periphery
of the housing facilitates a natural and comfortable writing
posture of the user while the input is being made by the user.

For example, a larger surface between the right edge of the
input field and the right housing edge can be created for a
right-hander (i.e., a person who writes with his/her right hand
in order to input the handwritten information (e.g., a signa-
ture)), if the input field is arranged or positioned in an offset
manner more towards the left housing edge relative to the
middle position. In this case, the right-handed user, who holds
the writing device in his/her right hand while making the
input, can comfortably rest his/her right hand in a natural
posture on the housing, in a manner similar to writing on a
large sheet of paper.

For a left-hander, the input field can be arranged or posi-
tioned in an offset manner more towards the right relative to
a middle positioning of the input field, so that a larger resting
surface for the writing hand can be created between the left
edge of the input field and the left housing edge. The left-
handed user, who holds the writing device in his/her left hand
while making the handwritten input, can comfortably rest
his/her left hand in a natural posture on the top surface of the
housing, again in a manner similar to writing on a large sheet
of paper.
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According to an exemplary preferred embodiment, it is
possible for right-handers as well as left-handers to utilize the
device of the present teachings. For this purpose, the housing
can be rotated by 180° about an imaginary axis of symmetry
(e.g., an axis that extends vertically relative to the front or top
side of the housing) from the data-entry position for a right
hander to the data-entry position for a left-hander. As a result,
a left-hander also has more resting surface for his/her left
hand on the front side of the housing when making an input on
the input field, if he/she holds the pen in his/her left hand.

The surface on the front side of the housing, which is
available for resting the user’s hand when signing or inputting
other handwritten data on or via the input field, can be further
enlarged, if the input field is also disposed or located asym-
metrically between the lower housing edge and the upper
housing edge. In other words, the input field is preferably
displaced or offset closer to the upper housing edge in the
writing (data-entry) position for a right-hander, so that the
distance between the upper edge of the input field and the
upper housing edge is less than the distance between the
lower housing edge and the lower edge of the input field. In
this case, it is ensured that the hand-resting surface on the
front side of the housing for a right-hander, i.e., the surface
between the lower housing edge and the lower edge of the
input field, is larger than for previously-known devices, even
if, e.g., the overall dimensions of the housing are left
unchanged relative to the previously-known housings of such
devices and/or signature pads.

As was mentioned above, due to the present asymmetric
arrangement of the input field relative to at least one pair of
opposing housing edges, it is possible to enlarge the hand-
resting surface for auser, e.g., despite the overall dimensions
of the housing being unchanged. It is also possible for right-
handers as well as for left-handers to utilize such a device.

According to another exemplary representative embodi-
ment of the present teachings, it is also possible to design the
user input field so as to be reversible or convertible between a
first usage position and a second usage position. In the first
usage position, a user input can be electronically captured in
an orientation-specific manner, such as e.g., in the orientation
that is intended for a right-hander. In the second usage posi-
tion, which is different from the first usage position, such,
e.g., by rotating the device by 180° so that the device is
adapted or oriented for a left-hander, a user input can also be
electronically captured in an orientation-specific manner. For
example, in one representative embodiment, it is possible to
always correctly display a signature line along the lower
portion of the input field in the first and second usage posi-
tions for the user. As a result, left-handed users and right-
handed users can properly enter the signature on or adjacent
to this signature line in each of the first and second usage
positions.

In addition, according to a further exemplary representa-
tive embodiment of the present teachings, it can be advanta-
geous to design the switchability or convertibility of the input
field, so that the handwritten input (e.g., a signature) is cor-
rectly captured or recorded in an orientation-specific manner.
In other words, the coordinate system assigned to the input
field is changed in accordance with the usage position. Thus,
independent of the usage position in which the input was
made, the captured data belonging thereto are represented
using essentially the same coordinate system.

In a further exemplary representative embodiment of the
present teachings, an activatable visual symbol is displayed
as an input element on the user input field. This activatability
feature can be designed such that, by tapping on the symbol
using a writing element, a conversion of the user input field
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takes place from one usage position into another usage posi-
tion, e.g., from a right-hand user position into a usage position
for a left-hander. At the same time, the device is electronically
switched or re-configured so that the signature or other hand-
written data-entry can then be made by a left-hander, e.g.,
with the device rotated by 180° about a vertical axis. As was
indicated above, the location of the displayed signature line
may be changed in accordance with the desired usage posi-
tion. The storage of the captured data is then converted into a
common coordinate system. In other words, a common coor-
dinate system can be utilized to store the captured data (e.g.,
signature data) for right-handers and left-handers.

According to a further aspect of the present teachings, an
electronic device of the above-mentioned type and/or a sig-
nature pad can be made more user-friendly by positioning or
placing or disposing the electronic components, which are
required for operating the user input field and for electroni-
cally capturing the user input, in the housing interior space
located between the lower housing edge and the user input
field. Contrary to the former designs of signatures pads with
displays (such as, e.g., LCD-displays, TFT-displays, etc.), in
which these electronic components are located underneath
the user field, the present design makes it possible to reduce
the overall thickness of the housing and the device.

For example, in some embodiments of the present teach-
ings, it is possible to reduce the overall thickness or the
maximum thickness of the housing and/or the device to about
1.3 cm, or even less than about 1.1 em. Thus, as compared to
previously-known devices, it can be substantially more pleas-
ant or comfortable for a user to rest his/her hand on the
housing and/or the hand-resting surface on such a flat housing
when signing, since the gradation or step from the device-
supporting surface (e.g., a table) to the writing surface of the
device (i.e., the top or front surface of the device) is less
noticeable and thus is less unpleasant or uncomfortable for
the user. In this regard, for the purpose of a complete disclo-
sure, it is noted that the improved lay-out of the electronic
components, which lay-out can facilitate the reduction of the
overall thickness of the device and/or the housing of the
device, can also be provided independent of the asymmetric
arrangement of the user input field relative to the housing.

According to a further aspect of the present teachings, a
device for electronically capturing a user input, such as, e.g.,
a signature, includes a housing and a user input field. The
housing has a housing interior space, a front side, a rear side
opposite to the front side, a right housing edge, a left housing
edge opposite to the right housing edge, a lower housing edge
and an upper housing edge opposite to the lower housing
edge. Theuser input field is designed to electronically capture
or record a handwritten user input that the user makes on the
user input field using a writing device. The electronics and/or
the electronic components, which are required for operating
the user input field and for electronically capturing the user
input, are located or disposed in the housing interior space
between the lower housing edge and the user input field.
Therefore, the thickness of the housing between the front side
and the opposing rear side of the housing is less than about 1.3
cm, more particularly less than about 1.1 cm or even less than
about 1.0 cm.

For the sake of clarity, it is noted that the terms ‘right’,
‘left’, ‘lower’, ‘upper’ are utilized herein in an exemplary
manner and only for indicating the respective components.
These terms relate in particular to a plan view of an exemplary
inventive device, as is shown, e.g., in FIG. 1. Thus, for
example, the particular edge, which is indicated by the term
‘lower’, is shown towards the lower edge of the paper in this
plan view. If the device is rotated by 180°, then the respective
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edges can also be indicated with the same references, so that
the right edge now lies towards the left edge of the paper, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a top view of a first exemplary device for
electronically capturing a handwritten user input, such, as
e.g., a signature, in a writing or data-entry position intended
for a right-hander;

FIG. 2 shows a plan view of the device shown in FIG. 1 for
electronically capturing a user input, such as, e.g., a signature,
in a second writing or data-entry position that is suitable for a
left-hander;

FIG. 3 shows a side view from the right of the device shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 shows a plan view of the exemplary embodiment of
the device according to FIG. 1, which is being used by a
right-hander;

FIG. 5 shows a plan view of the exemplary embodiment of
the device according to FIG. 2, which is being used by a
left-hander;

FIG. 6 shows a plan view of the device shown in FIGS. 1
and 2 for electronically capturing a user input, such as, e.g., a
signature, wherein the front housing part is removed and the
individual components, which are accommodated in the
housing interior space, are visible;

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a housing rear part of
the device shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of the inner side of the
housing front part of the device shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 9 shows a front view of a further exemplary embodi-
ment ofa device for electronically capturing a user input, such
as, e.g., a signature; and,

FIG. 10 shows a side view from the right of the device
shown in FI1G. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The plan view of FIG. 1 shows a first exemplary embodi-
ment of a representative device 1 configured to electronically
capture or record a handwritten user input, such as, e.g., a
signature. Device 1 preferably comprises an essentially rect-
angular or quadratic housing 2, which is comprised of a front
housing part 3 and a rear housing part 4. However, other
shapes for housing 2 are, of course, possible based upon the
intended application for the present teachings. A generally
rectangular opening or cut-out 10 is located in front housing
part 3. An input field 13 is located in and/or under rectangular
opening 10. A handwritten user input, e.g., a signature 34, can
be made on input field 13 using a pen or stylus 33, as is shown
in FIG. 3.

Inthe depicted plan view, housing 2 has aright edge 5, a left
edge 6,a lower edge 7 and an upper edge 8. The nomenclature
for edges 5-8 of housing 2 can also be utilized as such for the
edges of rectangular opening 10.

Input field 13 may have a known construction so that,
generally speaking, no further explanations are necessary for
the construction and the operation thereof. For the sake of
good order, reference is made to previous publications of
StepOver GmbH, Germany, which markets so-called signa-
ture pads having a corresponding input field, e.g., under the
trademarks: blueMobile Pad, plusPad, blueM Pad and +Pad
1I/1I11.

Input field 13 can be embodied in the form of a touch device
or touch screen, e.g., an LCD touch screen, which is actuat-
able using pen 33, as is shown, e.g., in FIG. 3. With such a
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device, it is also possible to capture the coordinates of the
script and/or signature 34 as the input is being made on touch
device 13 and/or to capture the amount of pressure applied at
each coordinate or position on the touch screen over the
course or progression of the handwritten input. Signature 34
or other handwritten input is then available in the form of an
analog or digital data record.

In addition, a real-time clock can be integrated into device
1, so that a time stamp generated by the real-time clock canbe
correlated with each captured data record of the script coor-
dinates and/or the captured data record of the course of
applied pressures. Preferably, an indication code is added to
each captured data record of the script coordinates and/or the
captured data record of the course of applied pressures. The
identification code is preferably individualized for the device
that was utilized for the capture of the handwritten input. This
identification code can be stored in a memory chip, which
may preferably be a ROM or other semiconductor memory
that is disposed in housing 2. A further improvement of the
data security is achieved by having a processor disposed in
housing 2 generate a process identification code individual-
izing the input for each user input and by adding this code to
the data record of'the script coordinates and/or the data record
of the course of applied pressures. Reference is made to the
disclosure of DE 10 2006 000 859.6 for further details, which
is incorporated herein by reference.

As is apparent in FIG. 1, input field 13 is eccentrically or
asymmetrically positioned relative to housing 2, i.e., relative
to outer edges 5-8 of housing 2. In the present embodiment,
the distance between left housing edge 6 of housing 2 and a
left edge 14 of input field 13 is less than the distance between
right housing edge 5 of housing 2 and a right edge 15 of input
field 13. As a result of this particular arrangement, it is pos-
sible for aright-hander to make or write input 34 on input field
13 using pen 33 with the hand and forearm in a comfortable,
natural position while entering the handwritten input, if the
user rests at least a part of the hand, which is holding pen 33,
on the portion of front housing part 3 forming a hand-resting
surface 20. Hand-resting surface 20 is the area between a
lower edge 16 of input field 13 and lower housing edge 7 of
housing 2. The offset of input field 13 is clearly shown in FIG.
1 as a lateral offset distance 28 between a middle line 22 of
housing 2 and a middle line 24 of input field 13.

The readiness-for-operation of the device shown in FIG. 1
may be indicated, e.g., by a LED-lamp 32, which may be a
horizontal, oblong element located in the left, lower portion
ofhousing 2. LED-lamp 32 can illuminate, e.g., green, when
a signature is to be captured, and can be illuminated orange/
yellow, when the readiness-for-operation is to be indicated.
LED-lamp 32 may also illuminate red when a malfunction is
present.

The electronic current is supplied to the device shown in
FIG. 1 viaa cable 23 (see FIG. 6) that leads and/or penetrates
through one edge 5-8 of housing 2. Optionally, a cable-less
design is also possible. In this case, the energy is supplied by
batteries or an accumulator (e.g., rechargeable battery).

As shown in FIG. 1, an insertion opening 40 is provided in
housing 2 between right housing edge 5 and right edge 15 of
input field 13. The tip of pen 33 is insertable into insertion
opening 40. Thus, pen 33 can be stored, ready-for-use, in a
convenient way. In order to prevent pen 33 from being lost, an
accommodation opening having a cavity 62 (see FIGS. 7 and
8) with a length substantially equal to the length of pen 33 is
also provided in the left, upper edge portion of the housing 2.
The pen 33 is nearly completely insertable into the accom-
modation opening/cavity, so that only the rear end of pen 33
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protrudes from the opening. This pen-inserted position is
denoted with reference number 33' in FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 shows pen 33 inserted into insertion opening 40 and
FIG. 3 is a side view of the embodiment of the present inven-
tion shown in F1G. 1. The end of pen 33 is formed as a thin bar
or pin, so thatit is easily graspable in the inserted position 33".
It is also easily recognizable from the illustration of FIG. 3
that lower housing end 7 of housing 2 is rounded. Lower edge
7 can also be flattened or chamfered or beveled. It is possible
to conveniently rest the hand making the signature on hand-
resting portion 20 of housing 2 during a handwritten user
input. As is readily apparent from FIG. 1, upper edge 8 is also
rounded to provide an aesthetically-pleasing design. How-
ever, as 1s apparent from the side view of FIG. 3, upper edge
8 could instead be formed as a wall that extends perpendicular
or inclined to the upper side of housing 2.

A plan view of a device for capturing signatures and other
handwritten information is alse shown in FIG. 2. As distin-
guished from the view shown in FIG. 1, input field 13 is
disposed onthe right side ofthe front side of housing 2 in FIG.
2, and the distance between housing edge 5 and edge 15 of
input field 13 is less than the corresponding distance shown in
the view of FIG. 1. This orientation or rotational position of
device 1is intended for a left-hander. Thus, the embodiments
of FIGS. 1 and 2 are actually identical, but the device of FIG.
2 is rotated by 180° relative to the device as shown in FIG. 1.

Inboth of FIGS. 1 and 2, input field 13 includes a signature
line 30, on or above which signature 34 can be made by a user
via pen or stylus 33. Signature 34 is preferably displayed on
the screen or display disposed under transparent input field 13
(e.g., using ‘electronic ink’, i.e., the display is electronically
actuated to show the signature on the display) in real-time
while the signature is being made. Furthermore, a special
symbol 36 is displayed in input field 13, preferably in the
right, upper corner according to the illustration of FIG. 1.
Device 1 is preferably configured or programmed such that,
when the user taps or touches symbol 36 using pen 33, device
1 takes into consideration, during the capture of the handwrit-
ten input, that signature 34 is being made on input field 13
with housing 2 rotated by 180°, as is shown in FIGS. 2 and 5.
That is, the handwritten input is being made by a user, who is
left-handed.

In the rotational position or orientation of device 1 suitable
for a left-hander, as is shown in FIGS. 2 and 5, hand-resting
surface 20 is oriented at the top in the plan view and input field
13 is disposed in the right, lower corner of housing 2. As a
result, a left-hander can make signature 34 on input field 13 in
a natural position or posture for the left hand. By tapping
symbol 36, the device 1 is adapted to display signature line 30
in the position shown in FIGS. 2 and 5, i.e., along the lower
edge of input field 13. Further, symbol 36 is then displayed in
the left, upper corner of input field 13. If a right-hander then
intends to sign again after the left-hander has signed, symbol
36 is again tapped and housing 2 is rotated, so that device 1
again assumes the position shown in FIGS. 1 and 4. Then,
signature 34 can again be made by a right-hander.

As is illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, 5, input field 13 is
eccentrically or asymmetrically located relative to edges 5-8
ofhousing 2. In particular, the plan view of FIG. 1 shows that
line of symmetry 22, which separates housing 2 into two
equal halves, lies at lateral offset distance 28 from line of
symmetry 24 of input field 13. Lateral offset distance 28 of
input field 13 relative to line of symmetry 22 of housing 2
preferably amounts to, e.g., about 20-40 mm, more preferably
about 30 mm.

FIG. 6 shows, in a generic manner, the ‘inner workings’ of
the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-3 of device 1 configured to
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electronically capture or record signature 34. As is apparent,
the electronic components 44 are located on a board 42 that is
disposed underneath hand-resting surface 20 of housing 2.
Unlike previously-known designs, electronic components 44
do not lie underneath input field 13. Therefore, an overall
thinner design of entire device 1 is possible, as is apparent, in
particular, from the side view according to FIG. 3. In case
device 1 is intended to be attached to a wall or to a table,
openings 50 may be provided in rear housing part 4, as shown
in FIG. 7. Entire device 1 can be affixed to a base or support-
ing surface by inserting screws through openings 50.

For the sake of completeness, the inner side of housing rear
part4is shown in FIG. 7. Rearpart 4 is constructed as aplastic
molded part. FIG. 8 shows the inner side of front part 3 of
housing 2.

In the front view of a further exemplary embodiment of a
representative device 70 for electronically capturing signa-
ture 34 shown in FIG. 9, the basic elements of the embodi-
ment of device 1 shown in FIGS. 1-5 are the same. Contrary
to the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-5, however, a hand-
resting area 71 is larger in this embodiment. In addition,
data-/network cable 23 having a plug 21 is disposed on the left
side of the housing. Pen 33 is accommodated in an upper
insertion opening, as shown also in FIG. 10.

The larger design of hand-resting surface 71 has the advan-
tage that a person, who has to make signature 34 oninput field
13, can support his/her entire hand on the housing and in
particular on hand-resting surface 71. Therefore, the user is
not required to rest a part of his/her hand on a table or other
surface that supports device 70. Consequently, it is even more
convenient and comfortable for the user to support his/her
hand and write a signature or other information into input
field 13 than in the embodiment according to FIGS. 1-5.

REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 Handwritten data-capturing device
2 Housing

3 Front housing part

4 Rear housing part

5 Right edge of housing

6 Left edge of housing

7 Lower edge of housing

8 Upper edge of housing

10 Opening

13 Input field

14 Left edge of input field

15 Right edge of input field

16 Lower edge of input field

20 Surface forresting a hand while inputting handwritten data
21 Plug

22 Vertical middle line of housing

23 Cable

24 Middle line of input field

26 Horizontal middle line of housing
28 Lateral offset distance

30 Signature line

32 LED lamp

33 Pen

34 Handwritten input/signature

36 Activatable symbol

40 Pen insertion opening

42 Circuit board

44 Electronic components

50 Openings

62 Cavity for accommodating pen
70 Handwritten data-capturing device
71 Surface for resting a hand while inputting handwritten data
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What is claimed is:
1. A device configured to electronically capture a handwrit-
ten user input, comprising:
adevice housing having a front side, a rear side opposite to
the front side, a right housing edge, a left housing edge
opposite to the right housing edge, a lower housing edge
and anupper housing edge opposite to the lower housing
edge; and,
an input field integral to said device housing and config-
ured to electronically capture in an orientation-specific
manner the handwritten user input made on the input
field using a writing device, the input field being dis-
posed on or in the front side of the housing asymmetri-
cally between the righthousing edge and the left housing
edge, and simultaneously being disposed asymmetri-
cally between the lower housing edge and the upper
housing edge; and,
wherein the input field is configured to be switchable
between at least two different usage positions, so that, in
a first usage position, the handwritten user input is elec-
tronically captureable in said orientation-specific man-
ner and, in a second usage position, which is different
from the first usage position, the handwritten input is
again electronically captureable in the same said orien-
tation-specific manner;
thereby a hand-resting surface provided for the user when
signing on the input field on the front side of the housing
is identically enlarged in both the first usage position and
the second usage position by the same hand-resting area;

wherein said input field is rotated 180 degrees with said
device housing from said first usage position to said
second usage position and said orientation-specific
manner remains the same when said input field is
tapped; and,

wherein the input field includes a first edge and an oppos-

ing second edge and a signature line, the signature line
being located proximate the first edge before the input
field is tapped and located proximate to the opposing
second edge when the input field is tapped.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the input field
is configured to display a visual symbol on the input field as
an input element, the symbol being activatable for reconfig-
uring the input field to be used in the respective first and
second usage positions.

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein the device
further comprises electronic components configured to oper-
ate the input field and electronically capture the handwritten
user input, said electronic components being located in an
interior space of the housing between the lower housing edge
and the user input field.

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the housing
has a maximum thickness equal to or less than 1.3 cm.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein a hand-resting
surface is defined by the front side of the housing between the
lower housing edge and the input field and the electronic
components are disposed underneath the hand-resting sur-
face.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the input field
is disposed on the front side of the housing asymmetrically
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between the right housing edge and the left housing edge, the
input field also being disposed asymmetrically between the
lower housing edge and the upper housing edge, and wherein
the input field is disposed substantially in a corner area of the
housing.

7. The device according to claim 6, wherein the input field
is configured to display the handwritten user input or at least
an inputted element.

8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the input field
is configured to display a visual symbol on the input field as
an input element, the symbol being activatable for reconfig-
uring the input field to be used in respective first and second
usage positions, which differ from each other.

9. The device according to claim 8, wherein the input field
is a touch screen.

10. The device according to claim 1, wherein the input field
is disposed substantially in a corner area of the housing.

11. A signature pad, comprising:

apad housing having a front side, a rear side opposite to the
front side, a right housing edge, a left housing edge
opposite to the right housing edge, a lower housing edge
and an upper housing edge opposite to the lower housing
edge; and

a touch screen configured to electronically capture in an
orientation-specific manner a handwritten user input
made on the input field using a writing device, the touch
screen being integral with and disposed on or in the front
side of the housing asymmetrically between the right
housing edge and the left housing edge and simulta-
neously disposed asymmetrically between the upper
housing edge and the lower housing edge; and,

a plurality of electronic components within said housing
configured to at least one of: (1) operate the touch screen
and (ii) electronically capture the handwritten user
input, wherein said electronic components are located in
an interior space of the housing between the lower hous-
ing edge and the touch screen and wherein the distance
between the front side and the rear side of the housing is
equal to or less than 1.3 cm,

wherein the touch screen is electronically reconfigurable,
such that, in a first usage position, the handwritten user
input is electronically captureable in said orientation-
specific manner and, in a second usage position, in
which the pad housing with the integral touch screen is
rotated 180° about a vertical axis relative to the first
usage position, the handwritten input is also electroni-
cally captureable in the same said orientation-specific
manner when said touch screen is tapped, thereby a
hand-resting surface provided for the user when signing
on the input field on the front side of the housing is
identically enlarged in both the first usage position and
the second usage position by the same hand-resting area;
and,

wherein the touch screen includes a first edge and an
opposing second edge and a signature line is located
proximate the first edge in the first usage position and
proximate said opposing second edge in said second
usage position when the touch screen is tapped.
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