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1
RADIAL RATCHET ONE-WAY CLUTCH

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/203,069 filed on
Dec. 18, 2008 which application is incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to one-way clutches, and in particu-
lar, to a radially-acting one-way clutch.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Radially acting one-way clutches are known; however,
these clutches use multi-component elements for performing
the locking function.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly comprises a radial ratchet
one-way clutch, including: at least one inner race having a
first plurality of indentations on an outer circumferential sur-
face; at least one outer race disposed radially outside of the at
least one inner race and having a second plurality of indenta-
tions on an inner circumferential surface; and a first plurality
of engagement elements having respective first segments.
The first plurality of engagement elements is assembled with
a bias so that the respective first segments are urged against
the at least one inner race. For rotation of the at least one outer
race in a locking direction, respective first segments for at
least a portion of the first plurality of engagement elements
are engageable with respective indentations from the first and
second pluralities of indentations to rotationally lock the at
least one inner and outer races. For rotation of the at least one
outer race in a free-wheel direction, opposite the locking
direction, the respective first segments are slidable across the
outer circumferential surface to enable independent rotation
of the at least one outer race with respect to the at least one
inner race.

In one embodiment, the first plurality of engagement ele-
ments includes mutually exclusive second and third plurali-
ties of engagement elements and for rotation of the at least
one outer race in the locking direction, respective first seg-
ments for only one of the second or third pluralities of engage-
ment elements engage respective indentations from the first
and second pluralities of indentations to rotationally lock the
at least one inner and outer races. In another embodiment, the
clutch includes a longitudinal axis. Respective adjacent
indentations in the first plurality of indentations are circum-
ferentially separated by a radial angle with respect to the
longitudinal axis, and when shifting from the free-wheel
direction to the locking direction to rotationally lock the at
least one inner and outer races, the rotation of the at least one
outer races is always less than the radial angle. In a further
embodiment, the first plurality of indentations includes a
larger number of indentations than the second plurality of
indentations.

In one embodiment, the at least one inner race includes first
and second inner races and the at least one outer race includes
a middle race and first and second outside races axially dis-
posed on opposite sides of the middle race, respectively. In
another embodiment, the respective first segments are at a
first end of each engagement element in the first plurality of
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engagement elements, each engagement element includes a
respective second segment at a second end opposite the first
end, the middle plate includes a plurality of openings, the
respective second segment is at least partially disposed in a
respective opening in the plurality of openings and is circum-
ferentially restrained by the middle plate, and the second
plurality of indentations is disposed on the first and second
outside plates.

In one embodiment, each engagement element includes a
respective flex segment connecting the respective first and
second segments, for rotation of the at least one outer race in
the locking direction, only one of the second or third plurali-
ties of engagement elements is displaceable with respect to
the middle plate to decrease a length of the respective flex
segments disposed radially inward of the at least one outer
race to increase a force with which the respective first seg-
ments in said only one of the second or third pluralities of
engagement elements are urged against the at least one inner
race, or for rotation of the at least one outer race in the
free-wheel direction, the first plurality of engagement ele-
ments are displaceable with respect to the middle plate to
increase a length of the respective flex segments disposed
radially inward of the at least one outer race to decrease a
force with which the respective first segments.

The present invention also broadly comprises a radial
ratchet one-way clutch, including: at least one inner race
having a first plurality of indentations on an outer circumfer-
ential surface; at least one outer race disposed radially outside
of the at least one inner race and having a second plurality of
indentations on an outer circumferential; and first and second
pluralities of engagement elements having respective first
segments. For rotation of the at least one outer race in a
locking direction, respective first segments foronly one ofthe
first or second pluralities of engagement elements engage
respective indentations from the first and second pluralities of
indentations to rotationally lock the at least one inner and
outer races. For rotation of the at least one outer race in a
free-wheel direction, opposite the locking direction, the
respective first segments are slidable across the outer circum-
ferential surface to enable independent rotation of the at least
one inner and outer races.

It is a general object of the present invention to provide a
radially-acting one-way clutch.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be readily appreciable from the following
description of preferred embodiments of the invention and
from the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a present invention radial
ratchet one-way clutch;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the present invention radial
ratchet one-way clutch shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the one-way clutch
shown in FIG. 1 generally with respect to line 3-3 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the one-way clutch
shown in FIG. 1 through an outside plate and an outside inner
race;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the one-way clutch
shown in FIG. 1 through a sandwich plate and an inside inner
race; and,
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FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the one-way clutch
shown in FIG. 1 through the middle outside race and an inside
inner race.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural elements of the invention.
While the present invention is described with respect to what
is presently considered to be the preferred aspects, it is to be
understood that the invention as claimed is not limited to the
disclosed aspects.

Furthermore, it is understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and as such may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein s for the purpose
of describing particular aspects only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present invention, which is limited only
by the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of the invention, the preferred methods,
devices, and materials are now described.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of present invention radial
ratchet one-way clutch (OWC) 100.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of one-way clutch (OWC) 100
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of one-way clutch 100
shown in FIG. 1 generally with respect to line 3-3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of one-way clutch 100
shown in FIG. 1 through outside plate 114 and outside inner
race 104.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of one-way clutch 100
shown in FIG. 1 through sandwich plate 102 and an inside
inner race 106; and,

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of one-way clutch 100
shown in FIG. 1 through the middle outside race 108 and an
inside inner race. The following should be viewed in light of
FIGS. 1 through 6. The OWC includes at least one inner race,
for example, inside inner races 106 and outside inner races
104, having a plurality of indentations, for example, indenta-
tions 110, on an outer circumferential surface, for example,
surface 112. The OWC also includes at least one outer race,
for example, middle race 108, sandwich plates 102, and out-
side plates 114. The outer races are disposed radially outside
of the inner races and have a plurality of indentations, for
example, indentations 116 on an inner circumferential sur-
face, for example, surface 118. The OWC includes a plurality
of engagement elements, for example, elements 120, having
respective first segments, for example, segments 122. The
engagement elements are assembled with a bias so that seg-
ment 122 is urged against the inner races, forexample, against
races 110, and more particularly, against surface 112.

In one embodiment, for rotationally fixed inner races and
for rotation of the outer race with respect to the inner races in
a locking direction, for example, direction 124, respective
segments 122 for at least a portion of the engagement ele-
ments are engageable with respective indentations from
indentations 110 and 116 to rotationally lock the inner and
outer races. That is, the inner and outer races are forced to
rotate together due to the connection formed by the engage-
ment elements.
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For rotation of the outer race with respect to the inner races
in a free-wheel direction, for example, direction 126, opposite
the locking direction, segments 122 are slidable across cir-
cumferential surface 112 to enable independent rotation of
the outer races with respect to the one inner races. That is,
ends 128 of the engaging elements slide along the inner races,
for example, along surface 112, without fixedly engaging
with indentations 110.

In one embodiment, the engagement elements are divided
among two or more, mutually exclusive groupings, or plu-
ralities, and for rotation of the outer races in the locking
direction, respective engagement segments for only one of the
two or more groupings engage respective indentations 110
and 116 to rotationally lock the inner and outer races. Thus,
only some of the engagement elements lock with the inner
and outer races at any one time. For example, engagement
elements 120A in FIG. 4 are lockingly engaged with the inner
and outer races. In another embodiment, the number of inden-
tations 110 is greater than the number of indentations 116, for
example, in the figures, there are 12 indentations 116 and 21
indentations 110. In the figures, engagement elements 120 are
organized into four groups of three: 120A; 120B; 120C; and
120D, only one of which is locked with the inner and outer
races during any one locking event. It should be understood
that any sequence of groups 120A; 120B; 120C; and 120D
can be associated with sequential transitions between the
free-wheeling and locking modes.

In one embodiment, the number of indentations 110 is
greater than the number of indentations 116 and indentations
110 and 116 are evenly spaced about surfaces 112 and 118,
respectively. Adjacent indentations 110 and 116 are separated
by angles 130 and 132, respectively, measured with respect to
longitudinal axis 134. Angle 130 is less than angle 132 since
there are more indentations 110 than indentations 116. The
number and spacing of indentations 110 are determined to
enable the separate engagements of groups 120A-D, which
reduces the amount of lash associated with a shift from the
free wheel mode to the locking mode for clutch 100. For
example, when shifting from the free-wheel direction to lock-
ing of the inner and outer races in the locking direction, for
example, when elements 120A engage the inner and outer
races, the rotation of the outer races is always less than radial
angle 132 and no greater than angle 130. That is, the maxi-
mum lash associated with a shift from free-wheel mode to
locking mode is advantageously limited by angle 130, rather
than angle 132.

For example, as described infra, each engagement element
is associated with an indentation; hence, with respect to
indentations 116 and angle 132, the lash could be as large as
angle 132. However, the engagement elements are not asso-
ciated with specific indentations 110 and are free to engage
any of indentations 110 depending on the rotation of the outer
races.

Therefore, if angle 130 is less than angle 132, the maxi-
mum distance the outer race can rotate when switching to the
locking mode is defined by angle 130. However, due to the
number and spacing of indentations, the amount of lash can
be limited to substantially less than angle 130. For example,
as shown in FIG. 4, at any one time, various of the engage-
ment elements are disposed at different respective distances
from indentation 110, all of which have angles, with respect
to the axis, less than angle 130.

Each indentation 116 is associated with an engagement
element, and more fabricating steps are needed to make the
outer races due to the configuration needed to house the
engagement elements. However, the indentations 110 are
very simply formed. Therefore, the cost and complexity for
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minimizing lash associated with clutch 100 is advantageously
reduced by increasing the number of indentations 110, rather
than increasing the number of engagement elements.

Segments 122 are at end 128 of each engagement element
and each engagement element includes segment 138 at end
140, opposite end 128. In one embodiment, middle plate 108
includes plurality 142 of slots, segments 138 are at least
partially disposed in openings 142 and are circumferentially
restrained by the middle plate. In another embodiment, the
engagement elements includes flex segments 144 connecting
segments 122 and 138. At least segments 144 of the engage-
ment elements include the bias noted supra, That is, at least
segments 144 are assembled to be biased in one direction. In
one embodiment, during rotation of the outer race in the
locking direction, ends 128 for the engagement elements for
one of groups 120A-D, for example, group 120A, contact
edges of respective indentations 110, for example, edges 146,
which locks the elements and the edges. As the outer race
continues to rotate, the engagement elements are prevented
from moving in direction 124 and are pushed up (radially
outward) into slots 142. This movement decreases the length
ofthe portion of segments 144 disposed radially inward of the
outer races, for example, extending radially inward from sur-
face 118, increasing the force, due to the biasing of the
engagement elements, with which segments 128 are urged
against the inner race. For example, due to the biasing of the
engagement elements, the shorter the distance of ends 128
from the point at which the engagement elements react
against race 108, for example, at points 150, the greater the
force with which segments 122 are urged against races 104,
advantageously increasing the locking of segments 122 with
races 104.

In one embodiment, extensions 152 of segments 138 are
disposed in slots 154 of races 102. For rotation of the outer
races in the free-wheel direction, the engagement elements
are displaceable with respect to the outer races to increase
length 144 of the flex segments disposed radially inward of
the outer races to decrease a force with which segments 122
are urged against the inner races. For example, frictional
contact between segments 122 and the inner races draws the
engagement elements radially inward within slots 142 and
154 until extensions 152 contact races 102, for example, at
ends 156 of slots 154. This movement increases the length of
the portion of segments 144 disposed radially inward of the
outer races, for example, extending radially inward from sur-
face 118, decreasing the force, due to the biasing of the
engagement elements, with which segments 122 are urged
against the inner race. For example, due to the biasing of the
engagement elements, the longer the distance of ends 128
from the point at which the engagement elements react
against race 108, for example, at points 150, the less the force
with which segments 122 are urged against races 104, advan-
tageously decreasing drag between segments 122 and races
104.

In one embodiment, clutch 100 includes end plates 158. In
another embodiment, races 106 include mating elements 160,
for example, splines or a tooth arrangement, for engagement
with a shaft. In a further embodiment, the engagement is for
a rotationally fixed shaft.

In one embodiment, the components of clutch 100 shown
in the figures are formed by a stamping process. Although a
specific size, shape, number, and configuration of races,
plates, and engagement elements are shown in the figures, it
should be understood that other sizes, shapes, numbers, and
configurations of races, plates, and engagement elements are
within the spirit and scope of the claimed invention.
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Although a present invention clutch has been described
with rotatable outer races and rotationally fixed inner races, it
should be understood that a present invention OWC is not
limited to this configuration. For example, both the outer and
inner races can be rotatable, and rotation in the locking and
free wheel directions can be with respect to relative rotation
between the outer races. For example, rotation in the locking
and free wheel directions would be by the outer races with
respect to the inner races. Also, the outer races can be fixed
and the inner races rotatable. Then rotation in the locking and
free wheel modes would be defined by rotation of the inner
races. Further, the engagement elements can be disposed
within the inner races. For example, the inner races can be
configured to include the slots within which the engagement
elements are disposed and within which the engagement ele-
ments are displaceable. It also should be understood that the
locking and free-wheel directions shown can be reversed.

Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having ordi-
nary skill in the art, which modifications are intended to be
within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. It also
is understood that the foregoing description is illustrative of
the present invention and should not be considered as limit-
ing. Therefore, other embodiments of the present invention
are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

I claim:
1. A radial ratchet one-way clutch, comprising:
at least one inner race having a first plurality of indenta-
tions on an outer circumferential surface;
at least one outer race having a second plurality of inden-
tations on an inner circumferential surface; and,
a first plurality of engagement elements having respective
first segments, wherein the first plurality of engagement
elements is assembled with a bias so that the respective
first segments are urged against the at least one inner
race, wherein for rotation of the at least one outer race in
a locking direction, respective first segments for at least
a portion of the first plurality of engagement elements
are engageable with respective indentations from the
firstand second pluralities of indentations to rotationally
lock the at least one inner and outer races, and wherein:
for rotation of the at least one outer race in a free-wheel
direction, opposite the locking direction, the respec-
tive first segments are slidable across the outer cir-
cumferential surface to enable independent rotation
of'the atleast one outer race with respect to the at least
one inner race;

the first plurality of engagement elements includes
mutually exclusive second and third pluralities of
engagement elements:

for rotation of the at least one outer race in the locking
direction, respective first segments for only one of the
second or third pluralities of engagement elements
engage respective indentations from the first and second
pluralities of indentations to rotationally lock the at least
one inner and outer races,
the at least one inner race includes first and second inner

races;
the at least one outer race includes a middle race and first
and second outside races axially disposed on opposite
sides of the middle race, respectively;
eachengagement element in the first plurality of engage-
ment elements includes a first end at which the respec-
tive first segments are disposed;
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said each engagement element includes a respective sec-
ond segment at a second end opposite the first end;

the middle race includes a plurality of openings;

the respective second segments are at least partially dis-
posed in respective openings in the plurality of open-
ings and are circumferentially restrained by the
middle race; and

the second plurality of indentations is disposed on the
first and second outside races.

2. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 1 further
comprising a longitudinal axis, wherein respective adjacent
indentations in the first plurality of indentations are circum-
ferentially separated by a radial angle with respect to the
longitudinal axis, and wherein when shifting from the free-
wheel direction to the locking direction to rotationally lock
the at least one inner and outer races, the rotation of the at least
one outer races is less than the radial angle.

3. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 1 wherein the
first plurality of indentations includes a larger number of
indentations than the second plurality of indentations.

4. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 1 wherein
said each engagement element includes a respective flex seg-
ment connecting the respective first and second segments,
wherein for rotation of the at least one outer race in the
locking direction, wherein the first plurality of engagement
elements is displaceable with respect to the middle race to
decrease a length of the respective flex segments disposed
radially inward of the at least one outer race to increase a force
with which the respective first segments in first plurality of
engagement elements are urged against the at least one inner
race, or wherein for rotation of the atleast one outer race in the
free-wheel direction, the first plurality of engagement ele-
ments are displaceable with respect to the middle race to
increase a length of the respective flex segments disposed
radially inward of the at least one outer race to decrease a
force with which the respective first segments are urged
against the at least one inner race.

5. A radial ratchet one-way clutch, comprising:

at least one inner race having a first plurality of indenta-

tions on an outer circumferential surface;

at least one outer race:

disposed radially outside of the at least one inner race
and having a second plurality of indentations on an
outer circumferential surface; and

including a middle race; and,

first and second pluralities of engagement elements having

respective first segments, wherein:

for rotation of the at least one outer race in a locking
direction, respective first segments for only one of the
first or second pluralities of engagement elements
engage respective indentations from the first and sec-
ond pluralities of indentations to rotationally lock the
at least one inner and outer races;

for rotation of the at least one outer race in a free-wheel
direction, opposite the locking direction, the respec-
tive first segments are slidable across the outer cir-
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cumferential surface to enable independent rotation
of the at least one inner and outer races;

the respective first segments are at a first end of each
engagement element in the first and second pluralities
of engagement elements;

said each engagement element includes a respective sec-
ond segment at a second end opposite the first end;

the middle race includes a plurality of openings;

the respective second segment is at least partially dis-
posed in a respective opening in the plurality of open-
ings and is circumferentially restrained by the middle
race, and

the second plurality of indentations is disposed on the at
least one outer race.

6. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 5 wherein
each engagement element in the first and second plurality of
engagement elements is assembled with a bias so that the
respective first segments are urged against the at least one
inner race.

7. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 5 further
comprising a longitudinal axis, wherein respective adjacent
indentations in the second plurality of indentations are cir-
cumferentially separated by aradial angle with respect to the
longitudinal axis, and wherein when shifting from the free-
wheel direction to engagement of the respective first seg-
ments for only one of the first or second pluralities of engage-
ment elements with the respective indentations from the first
and second pluralities of indentations, the relative rotation
between the at least one inner and outer races is always less
than the radial angle.

8. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 5 wherein the
first plurality of indentations includes a larger number of
indentations than the second plurality of indentations.

9. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 5 wherein the
at least one inner race includes first and second inner races
and wherein the at least one outer race includes first and
second outside races axially disposed on opposite sides of the
middle race, respectively.

10. The radial ratchet one-way clutch of claim 5 wherein
said each engagement element includes a respective flex seg-
ment, with the bias, connecting the respective first and second
segments, wherein for rotation of the at least one outer race in
the locking direction, the first and second pluralities of
engagement elements are displaceable with respect to the
middle race to decrease a length of the respective flex seg-
ments disposed radially inward of the at least one outer race to
increase a force with which the respective first segments in the
first and second pluralities of engagement elements are urged
against the at least one inner race, or wherein for rotation of
the at least one outer race in the free-wheel direction, the first
and second pluralities of engagement elements are displace-
able with respect to the middle race to increase a length of the
respective flex segments disposed radially inward of the at
least one outer race to decrease a force with which the respec-
tive first segments are urged against the at least one inner race.
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