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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle drive including a transmission-engine arrangement
with two drive units that are operatable independently of each
other and include drive shafts arranged in the longitudinal
direction of the vehicle, and with two transmission units, a
respective one of the drive units forming a partial drive train
with one of the transmission units, and a respective clutch
device being arranged between the drive units and the trans-
mission units within the partial drive trains. The clutch
devices of the two partial drive trains are arranged to be offset
relative to each other in the longitudinal direction of the
vehicle to be capable of being arranged with an overlap as
viewed in the transversal direction of the vehicle.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
VEHICLE DRIVE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is filed under 35 U.S.C. §120 and §365(c)
as a continuation of International Patent Application No.
PCT/DE2010/000752 filed Jun. 29, 2010, which application
claims priority from German Patent Application No. DE 10
2009 035 094.2 filed Jul. 28, 2009, which applications are
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a vehicle drive, in particu-
lar to a front wheel vehicle drive.

An advantageous feature in terms of the reduction of fuel
consumption of a combustion engine is to dimension the
combustion engine for a constant load and a relatively narrow
output range, respectively, to ensure corresponding optimiza-
tion. In known drive assemblies for vehicles, however, this
feature is impossible to implement.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

German Patent Application No. DE 3 145381 A1 discloses
a transmission-engine arrangement for fuel-saving purposes
wherein a single combustion engine is subdivided into two or
more autonomous partial combustion engines by subdividing
the crankshaft into two or more crankshaft portions that can
be activated and connected as a function of the desired torque.

On the one hand, subdividing a combustion engine into two
small combustion engines results in an optimized dimension-
ing of the individual combustion engines and a corresponding
reduction of fuel consumption. Yet on the other hand, such a
subdivided drive unit requires more installation space. How-
ever especially in applications that include longitudinally-
mounted front engines, there is only a limited amount of
installation space in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle,
among other reasons because the vehicle may become very
front-heavy, i.e. its center of gravity may shift too far towards
the front side of the vehicle.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Thus an object of the present invention is to provide a
transmission/engine arrangement for reducing fuel consump-
tion in vehicles whose drive trains are arranged in the longi-
tudinal direction, and in particular in vehicles that have a
longitudinally front arrangement.

In accordance with the invention, this object is attained by
a vehicle drive, in particular a front wheel vehicle drive, with
a transmission-engine arrangement including two drive units
that are operatable independently of each other and include
drive shafts that are arranged in the driving direction of the
vehicle, and with two transmission units, a respective one of
the drive units and one of the transmission units forming a
partial drive train and a respective clutch device being
arranged between the drive units and the transmission units
within the partial drive trains, wherein the clutch devices of
the two partial drive trains are offset relative to each other in
the longitudinal direction of the vehicle to be capable of being
arranged with an overlap as viewed in the transversal direc-
tion of the vehicle.

In accordance with the invention, the object is likewise
attained by a vehicle drive, in particular a front wheel vehicle
drive, including a transmission-motor arrangement with two
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drive units that are operatable independently of each other
and have drive shafts that are arranged in the driving direction
of the vehicle and with two transmission units, a respective
one of the drive units forming a partial drive train with one of
the transmission units and a clutch device being arranged
between the drive units and the transmission units within the
two partial drive trains, and the drive units being embodied as
combustion engines, each of which is subdivided into two or
more autonomous partial combustion engines by providing
respective crank shafts that are subdividable into two or more
crankshaft portions via a clutch device integrated into the
crankshafts, the crankshaft portions being activatable
depending on the desired torque.

The two vehicle drives of the invention described above
can be used in combination.

In accordance with one embodiment of the vehicle drives
of the invention, the torques fed to the partial drive trains are
transmitted to the driven wheels of the vehicle via a differen-
tial with a differential shaft provided between the drive units
and the clutch devices (arranged between the combustion
engines and the transmission units) as viewed in the longitu-
dinal direction of the vehicle.

Furthermore, the partial drive trains may be combined
using a common output shaft that applies a total torque to the
differential, which is connected to the driven wheels of the
vehicle and, as viewed in the transversal direction of the
vehicle, is arranged between the transmission input shafts or
outside the transmission input shafts. The common output
shaft may be arranged outside the transmission input shafts
and adjacent to the differential as viewed in the transversal
direction of the vehicle. As an alternative, the common output
shaft may be arranged between the transmission input shafts
as viewed in the transversal direction of the vehicle.

In accordance with the invention, the object is likewise
attained by a vehicle drive, in particular a front wheel vehicle
drive, including a transmission-motor arrangement with two
drive units that are operatable independently of each other
and have drive shafts that are arranged in the driving direction
of the vehicle, with two transmission units, each of which
forms a partial drive train with one of the transmission units,
with a respective clutch assembly arranged between the drive
units and the transmission units within the two partial drive
trains, and with a common differential connected to the par-
tial drive trains and arranged between the two drive trains as
viewed in the transversal direction of the vehicle. This vehicle
drive of the invention may likewise be used in combination
with the vehicle drives of the invention described above.

The vehicle drive described herein may include clutch
devices between the drive units and the transmission units
within the partial drive trains; a differential shaft may be
arranged between the drive units and the clutch assemblies as
viewed in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle. The partial
drive trains may be connected to the differential by respective
separate output shafts, with the differential transmitting a
total torque to the driven wheels of the vehicle. In this context
both output shafts may be arranged between the transmission
input shafts as viewed in the transversal direction of the
vehicle. In particular, the output of the two partial drive trains
may be combined in the differential housing by using two
individual ring gears instead of a common ring gear.

The object of the invention is likewise attained by a vehicle
drive, in particular a front wheel drive, including a transmis-
sion-motor arrangement with two drive units that are oper-
ateable independently of each other and include drive shafts
that are arranged in the driving direction of the vehicle, with
a common transmission unit, one of the drive units being
connected to the common transmission unit via a clutch
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device, and the drive shafts of the drive units being connected
to each other via an external switchable and/or controllable
connecting device. In this context, an external connecting
device is understood to be a connecting device that is arranged
outside the engine blocks of the combustion engines yet
between the crankshafts of these combustion engines. The
connecting device may comprise a clutch device connected to
a crankshaft of a first one of the combustion engines, a first
gear connected to the clutch device, an intermediate gear
arranged on an intermediate shaft, and a second gear con-
nected to a crankshaft of a second one of the combustion
engines.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be explained in more detail
based on preferred exemplary embodiments with reference to
the associated drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a longitudinal front arrangement of a
drive train including two three-cylinder in-line engines and a
double clutch transmission;

FIG. 2 illustrates a longitudinal front arrangement of a
drive train including four two-cylinder flat engines and a
double clutch transmission;

FIG. 3 illustrates a longitudinal front arrangement of a
drive train including two three-cylinder in-line engines and a
double clutch transmission; and

FIG. 4 illustrates a longitudinal front arrangement of a
drive train including two three-cylinder in-line engines and a
manual transmission.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 comprises
two three-cylinder in-line engines 1, 2 in a longitudinal front
arrangement of a vehicle. The crankshafts 3, 4 of the three-
cylinder in-line motors 1, 2 are arranged in the longitudinal
direction of the vehicle. Behind the combustion engines 1 and
2 in this longitudinal front arrangement, there are transmis-
sions 5, 6, which include transmission input shafts 7, 8 that
are connected to the respective combustion engines 1, 2 via
(single) clutches 9, 10.

A respective one of the combustion engines forms a partial
drive train with the associated clutch and the associated trans-
mission; the partial drive trains are arranged in the longitudi-
nal direction of the vehicle. The drive train shown on the left
side in FIG. 1 comprises combustion engine 2, clutch 10, and
transmission 6, and the drive train shown on the right side in
FIG. 1 comprises combustion engine 1, clutch 9, and trans-
mission 5.

Torque provided by the combustion engine 2 arranged on
the left side in FIG. 1 is introduced to the transmission 6 via
the clutch and the transmission input shaft 8. In an example
embodiment, transmission 6 comprises four gear stages 6.1,
6.2, 6.3, and 6.4, two of which are connectable to the trans-
mission input shaft 8 via a shifting and synchronization
device 6.5 and 6.6. The number of gear stages and the trans-
mission ratio of the respective gear stages are of course adapt-
able to the respective application. Torque introduced via
transmission input shaft 8 is transmitted to a transmission
output shaft 11 of the transmission 6 that is arranged on the
left side in FIG. 1 via one of gear stages 6.1 to 6.4 in connec-
tion with the respective shifting and synchronization device
6.5 and 6.6.

Torque provided by the combustion engine 1 that is
arranged on the right side in FIG. 1 is transmitted to trans-
mission 5 via clutch 9 and transmission input shaft 7. In an

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

example embodiment, transmission 5 arranged on the right
side in FIG. 1 in turn has four gear stages 5.1,5.2,5.3, and 5.4
that are transmittable to a transmission output shaft 12 via
shifting and synchronization device 5.5 and 5.6.

The transmission output shaft 11 of the transmission 6
arranged on the left side in FIG. 1 is connected to the output
shaft 12 of the transmission 5 arranged on the right side in
FIG. 1 via a gear stage including gear 13, which may be
supported for rotation on the transmission input shaft 7 of the
transmission 5 arranged on the right side in FIG. 1. The output
shaft 12 arranged outside the transmissions 5, 6 in FIG. 1 thus
summates the torques provided by the combustion engines 1
and 2 transmits a total torque to a differential 14.

Inthe present longitudinal front arrangement, a differential
shaft 15 extending from the differential 14 is arranged in front
of the clutches as viewed in the driving direction.

The differential shaft 15 is connected to universal-joint
shafts (not illustrated in FIG. 1) for transmitting the torque to
the driven wheels.

Inthe arrangement of the double engine 1, 2 shown in FIG.
1, which includes a power shift transmission 5, 6, the common
power take-off (differential 14) is located adjacent to the
motors 1, 2 and/or adjacent to the clutch devices 9, 10.

In the present embodiment, clutch devices 9, 10 (which
may be combined with flywheels, in particular dual-mass
flywheels (DMFWs), or may be embodied as one integral
component with flywheels, in particular, dual-mass fly-
wheels) are offset or staggered relative to each other as
viewed in the longitudinal (=axial) direction of the vehicle.
Due to this staggered arrangement of the clutches 9, 10 in the
longitudinal direction of the vehicle, the combustion engines
1, 2 may be arranged closer to each other because a radial
overlap (illustrated as area A in FIG. 1) as viewed in the
transversal direction of the vehicle is possible between the
clutches 9, 10. In a corresponding manner, the crankshafis of
the two engines 1, 2 may be arranged close to each other
because in this arrangement the two flywheels or DMFWs
and the associated clutches or the clutches themselves are not
located in the same plane but behind each other.

The exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 2 includes a
further longitudinal front area arrangement of two engines
100, 200, of which only the respective crankshafts and cylin-
ders are shown. The crankshafts of the engines 100, 200 are
subdividable into two crankshaft portions 100A, 100B and
200A 200B, respectively, via clutch devices 101, 201. Thus
the exemplary embodiment in FIG. 2 actually represents a
quadruple engine including crankshaft portions 100A, 1008,
200A, 200B.

Like the embodiment in FIG. 1, the embodiment in FIG. 2
also comprises two clutches 109, 110. The clutch 109
arranged on the right side in FIG. 2 connects crankshaft
portion 100A to the transmission 105 shown on the right side
in FIG. 2. The clutch 110 arranged on the left side in FIG. 2
connects crankshaft portion 200A to the transmission 106
arranged on the left side in FIG. 2.

Each of the transmissions 105, 106 comprises a respective
transmission input shaft 107, 108, each of which rotatably
supports idler gears that are connectible to the transmission
input shafts 107, 108 to be fixed against rotation via associ-
ated shifting and synchronization devices. In the given
example, both transmissions 105, 106 comprise four gear
stages, which are of course adaptable to the respective appli-
cation in terms of their number and transmission ratio. In the
given example, a common output shaft 112 thatis in operative
connection with the gear stages of both transmissions 105,
106 is provided and is arranged between the transmissions
105 and 106 as viewed in the transversal direction of the
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vehicle. The common output shaft 112 is connected to a
differential 114 via a gear supported on transmission input
shaft 107. A differential shaft 115 extending from the differ-
ential 114 is arranged between the combustion engine 100,
200 and the clutches 109, 110 as viewed in the longitudinal
direction of the vehicle.

In the longitudinal front arrangement shown in FIG. 2 of
the drive train including a quadruple engine and a power shift
transmission, the common power take-oft of the transmis-
sions 105, 106, i.e. the differential 114, is likewise arranged
adjacent to the combustion engines 100, 200 and/or adjacent
to the clutches 109, 110, respectively. In this example, the
combination of the outputs of the two partial transmissions
105, 106 occurs in the common output shaft 112. However, it
may likewise occur in the differential 114 or even in the
differential housing itself by using two small ring gears
instead of one large ring gear 114A. Depending on the respec-
tive load condition of the drive train, portion 100A of motor
100 and/or portion 200 A of combustion engine 200 may be in
operation. If a higher load is requested, the remaining por-
tions 100B and/or 200B may be activated in addition to the
respective portion 100A, 200A using the clutches 101, 102.
FIG. 2 accordingly illustrates a longitudinal front arrange-
ment including four flat twin engines and a power shift trans-
mission.

In a manner similar to the exemplary embodiment in FIG.
1, the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 3 comprises two
three-cylinder in-line engines 300, 400, which are connected
to transmissions 305, 306 via clutch devices 309, 310. In the
given example, each of the transmissions comprises four gear
stages that have idler gears rotatably arranged on one of the
transmission input shafts 307 and 308 and connectable to
these transmission input shafts 307, 308 in a way to be fixed
against rotation via shifting and synchronization devices. The
gear stages of the transmission 306 arranged on the left side in
FIG. 3 mesh with a transmission output shaft 311, which is
connected to a differential 314 via a spur gear in connection
with a first ring gear. A first differential shaft 315 extends
between the engine 400 arranged on the left side in FIG. 3 and
the clutch 310 arranged on the left side in FIG. 3.

The gears of the gear stages of the transmission 305
arranged on the right side in FIG. 3 mesh with gears of a
second transmission output shaft 312, which is likewise con-
nected to the differential 314 via a spur gear in connection
with a second ring gear. A second differential shaft 316
extends between the engine 300 arranged on the right side in
FIG. 3 and the clutch 309 arranged on the right side in FIG. 3.

In the illustrated design, the differential 314 is arranged
between the motors 300 and 304 and/or between the clutches
309 and 310. Separate transmission input shafts 311 and 312
are connected to the differential 314 independently of each
other. Thus the output of the two partial transmissions only
occurs in the differential housing of the differential 314 by
using two smaller ring gears instead of one large ring gear (as
shown in FIG. 1 or 2).

FIG. 4 illustrates another exemplary embodiment of a lon-
gitudinal front arrangement including two three-cylinder in-
line engines and a manual transmission with combustion
engines 500 and 600. Via a clutch device 502 and a device for
reversing the direction of rotation (including an intermediate
gear 503 mounted on an intermediate shaft), a crankshaft 501
of the engine 500 arranged on the left side in FIG. 4 is
connected to a crankshaft 601 of the engine 600 arranged on
the right side in FIG. 4.

The engine 600 arranged on the right side in FIG. 4 is
connected to the transmission input shaft 603 of transmission
700 via a clutch 602. Transmission 700 comprises multiple
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(in the given example, 6) transmission stages to transmit a
torque introduced via the transmission input shaft 603 to the
transmission output shaft 604. The transmission output shaft
604 is in operative connection with the differential 605 via a
spur gear and a ring gear.

In the present example, the differential shaft 606 is
arranged between the engine 600 arranged on the right side in
FIG. 4 and the clutch 602 arranged on the right side in FIG. 4.

In the arrangement shown in FIG. 4 the vehicle is thus
generally driven by the combustion engine 600 arranged on
the right side. Combustion engine 500 can be connected and
activated via clutch 501.

The exemplary embodiments described above have in
common that other types of transmissions such as a planetary
gear set or a CVT (continuously variable transmission) may
be used instead of an auto shift transmission (FIGS. 1to 3) or
a manual transmission (FIG. 4). The number of gear stages
can be chosen as desired.

In the present application, reference has been made to
“clutches”. In the context of the present invention, a “clutch”
is understood to include single clutches as well as a combi-
nation of a clutch and a flywheel or dual-mass flywheel.
Clutch and flywheel may form an assembly connected, for
instance, by a system of interlocking teeth or a screw connec-
tion, or they may form an integral component.

The features of the exemplary embodiments in accordance
with the various arrangements described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 3 and the numbers of transmission output shafts as
well as the type of the corresponding connection to the dif-
ferential arranged between the engines or adjacent to the
engines are interchangeable.

All exemplary embodiments described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 to 4 include an arrangement with a twin or
quadruple engine and a power-shiftable transmission in
which the differential shaft is located in front of the clutches.

A common feature of the exemplary embodiments shown
in FIGS. 1 to 3 is that the common power take-off of the two
transmission halves is located between or adjacent to the two
engines.

The exemplary embodiment of FIG. 1 shows that the
crankshafts ofthe two motors may be closeto each other if the
two flywheels or DMFWs including the associated clutches
or the clutches, respectively, are not located in a common
plane but in staggered formation behind each other.

In accordance with the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 3
the combination of the outputs of the two partial transmis-
sions occurs in the differential housing by using two smaller
ring gears instead of one large one.

In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the two
engines may additionally be equipped with a crankshaft dis-
connect clutch at the center to be capable of using a total of 3
or 4 autonomous engines depending on the required output.

In the arrangement shown in FIG. 4, the disconnect clutch
for the two engines may be located at the other end of the
engine. Such an arrangement is particularly recommended if
a manual transmission is used.

The present invention thus relates to the principle twin
engine including a power shift transmission in a longitudinal
front arrangement of the drive train.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 three-cylinder in-line engine
2 three-cylinder in-line engine
3 crankshaft

4 crankshaft

5 transmission



5.1 gear stage
5.2 gear stage
5.3 gear stage
5.4 gear stage
6 transmission
6.1 gear stage
6.2 gear stage
6.3 gear stage
6.4 gear stage

6.5 shifting and synchronization device
6.6 shifting and synchronization device

7 transmission input shaft

8 transmission output shaft
9 (single) clutch

10 (single) clutch

11 transmission input shaft
12 transmission input shaft
13 gear

14 differential

15 differential shaft

100 engines

100A crankshaft portion
101 clutch device

105 transmission

106 transmission

107 transmission input shaft
108 transmission input shaft
109 clutch

110 clutch

112 output shaft

114 differential

115 differential shaft

200 engines

200A portion

200B crankshaft portion
201 clutch device

300 three-cylinder in-line engines
304 engine

305 transmission

306 transmission

307 transmission input shaft
308 transmission input shaft
309 clutch devices

310 clutch devices

311 transmission output shaft
312 transmission output shaft
314 difterential

315 differential shaft

316 differential shaft

400 three-cylinder in-line engines
500 combustion engine

501 crankshaft

502 clutch device

503 intermediate gear

600 combustion engine

601 crankshaft

US 8,438,948 B2

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

602 clutch

603 transmission input shaft
604 transmission output shaft
605 differential

606 differential shaft

700 transmission

What I claim is:

1. A vehicle drive, including a transmission-engine
arrangement with two drive units that are operatable indepen-
dently of each other and include drive shafts arranged in the
longitudinal direction of the vehicle, and with two transmis-
sion units, a respective one of the drive units forming a partial
drive train with one of the transmission units, and a respective
clutch device being arranged between the drive units and the
transmission units within the partial drive trains, wherein the
clutch devices of the two partial drive trains are arranged to be
offset relative to each other in the longitudinal direction of the
vehicle to be capable of being arranged with an overlap as
viewed in the transversal direction of the vehicle.

2. A vehicle drive as set forth in claim 1, including a
transmission-engine arrangement with two drive units that
are operatable independently of each other and include drive
shafts arranged in the driving direction of the vehicle, and
with two transmission units, a respective one of the drive units
forming a partial drive train with one of the transmission
units, and a respective clutch device being arranged between
the drive units and the transmission units within the two
partial drive trains, wherein the drive units are designed as
combustion engines that are subdivided into two or more
autonomous partial combustion engines by providing respec-
tive crankshafts that are subdividable into two or more crank-
shaft portions via clutch devices integrated into the respective
crankshafts, the crankshaft portions being activatable
depending on the desired torque.

3. The vehicle drive as set forth in claim 1, wherein torques
introduced into the partial drive trains are transmitted to
driven wheels of the vehicle via a differential, a differential
shaft being provided, as viewed in the longitudinal direction
of the vehicle, between the drive units and the clutch devices
arranged between a combustion engines and the transmission
units.

4. The vehicle drive as set forth in claim 3, wherein the
partial drive trains are combined via a common output shaft
that transmits a total torque to the differential connected to the
driven wheels of the vehicle.

5. The vehicle drive as set forth in claim 4, wherein the
common output shaft is arranged outside the transmission
input shafts and adjacent to the differential as viewed in the
transversal direction of the vehicle.

6. The vehicle drive as set forth in claim 4, wherein the
common output shaft is arranged between the transmission
input shafts as viewed in the transversal direction of the
vehicle, and wherein the differential is arranged outside the
transmission input shafts as viewed in the transversal direc-
tion of the vehicle.



