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1
ROLLING BEARING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority of U.S. 61/407,143
filed on Oct. 27, 2010, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to a rolling bearing comprising at
least one lash compensation element.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Among rolling bearings, radial rolling bearings, thrust roll-
ing bearings and angular contact rolling bearings are used for
the mounting of shafts and other rotatable machine compo-
nents, particularly in vehicle transmissions. The generic roll-
ing bearings comprise at least one row or a plurality of rows
ofrolling elements that are supported on rolling contact race-
ways. The rolling elements are balls and rollers. Rollers of
smaller diameter with a certain length are also called needle
rollers. At least one of the rolling contact raceways is config-
ured on a bearing ring that can have a one-piece or a multi-
piece structure. In particular, in the case of mounting through
thrust bearings or angular contact rolling bearings, a lash-free
biasing of these rolling bearings is a necessary pre-requisite
for their flawless functioning. In angular contact rolling bear-
ing arrangements, for example, two of the angular contact
rolling bearings are biased free of lash against each other.

In angular contact rolling bearing arrangements, lash-free
biasing means that the angular contact rolling bearings are
biased both in radial and in axial direction and that at least
movement lashes between the rolling elements and the bear-
ing rings within the angular contact bearings are eliminated.
Angular contact bearings are taper roller bearings or angular
contact roller bearings or angular contact ball bearings.

The invention relates to all types of rolling bearings for
rolling bearing arrangements with which the shafts can be
mounted in housings made of materials having higher ther-
mal expansion coefficients than the mounting elements and
the mounted elements. The mounting elements are rolling
bearings such as radial bearings, thrust bearings and prefer-
ably angular contact bearings. The mounted elements are the
shafts, gearwheels, differential cages or planet carriers
mounted through the rolling bearing arrangement. As a rule,
the housings are made out of light metals and their alloys. The
mounting and the mounted elements are made as a rule out of
steel.

As known, light metals have a higher thermal expansion
coefficient than steel. Due to the differences in the thermal
expansion coefficients, the housing made of light metal
expands more than the mounting and the mounted elements
when the temperature rises. As a result, the pre-stresses in the
rolling bearing arrangements can be lowered or even nulli-
fied. The reduction of pre-stresses results in axial excursion of
the biased bearing rings to the point of producing lashes in the
bearings with a complete absence of pre-stresses. In addition,
this phenomenon known in the technical field is intensified by
the fact that the bores of the mounting seats in housings made
of the materials possessing the higher thermal expansion
coefficients widen radially more than the respective bearing
ring arranged in the bore, so that the scats of the rolling
bearings in the bores can loosen to the extent of giving rise to
radial lashes.
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As also described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,028,152 A, thermo
compensation elements, also called TCE are used in rolling
bearing arrangements. These TCE’s are made of a material
whose thermal expansion coefficient, as a rule, is much higher
than that of the material of the housing. The TCE’s are seated
on the outer periphery of the respective axially displaceable
bearing ring and protrude in axial direction beyond the axially
directed front end of the outer ring while being biased against
an axial housing-mounted stop. Upon a rise of temperature in
the surroundings of the rolling bearing arrangement, the
TCE’s, due to their higher thermal expansion coefficients,
expand more than the housing, so that the axially protruding
portion of the TCE’s lengthens in axial direction and the
pre-stress in the rolling bearing arrangement is maintained.
Because, compared to steel and also to light metals, the TCE’s
are made of a relatively soft material, they are encapsulated at
least partially by a U-shaped ring profile. The ring profile is
given the shape of the TCE’s, and retains them in position
while protecting them through axial stops in the contact zone
particularly in contact with the housing.

The housing described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,028,152 A is a
ring profile that, in longitudinal section, is configured longi-
tudinally along the central axis of the ring profile or U-shaped
along the central axis of the respective angular contact bear-
ing. Viewed in any longitudinal section, the two legs of the
U-profile are radially parallel to each other and are oriented in
axial direction axially parallel to the central axis. The web that
connects the legs is oriented in radial direction and thus
crosswise to the central axis. The TCE is supported axially on
the housing through the web. U.S. Pat. No. 5,028,152 A
describes an arrangement in which the TCE is entirely encap-
sulated by two U-shaped profiles. Arrangements of this kind
necessitate very exact execution of the TCE and of the profiles
because otherwise, due to the large manufacturing tolerances,
their thermal expansion behavior cannot be reproduced
repeatedly with identical values. Very exact manufacturing is
very expensive. After repeated use, air inclusions can be
formed in the entirety completely encapsulated TCE, so that
it is not possible to estimate its expansion characteristic over
a long period of time.

In the rolling bearing arrangement described in U.S. Pat.
No. 5,028,152 A, the bearing ring on which the TCE is seated
comprises a depression for this seat which forms an inner
edge. By inner edge is to be understood a region on which two
surfaces converge and form an inner corner. The surfaces in
the present case are a circular ring surface and an outer cylin-
drical surface. The depression must possess axial and radial
dimensions that correspond substantially to the dimensions of
the ICE, while the TCE must protrude axially beyond the
front end of the bearing ring.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention broadly relates to a rolling bearing compris-
ing at least one lash compensation element (TCE) possessing
temperature-dependent extensibility arranged on one bearing
ring of the rolling bearing. The lash compensation element is
surrounded at least partially by an angular ring profile. In the
simplest form, the angular ring profile comprises in any lon-
gitudinal section viewed along the axis of rotation of the
rolling bearing, two legs that are at a right angle to each other.
One of the legs describes a hollow cylinder extending con-
centrically to the axis of rotation, and in a longitudinal sec-
tion, said leg is oriented in axial direction axially parallel to
the axis of rotation. The other of the two legs as viewed in a
longitudinal section, is directed vertically, that is to say radi-
ally to the axis of rotation and describes an annular disk
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extending concentrically to the axis of rotation of the rolling
bearing. Both legs, i.e., the annular disk and the hollow cyl-
inder of the ring profile are preferably made as a single solid
piece however, according to the invention, one of the legs or
both legs comprise at least one slit. Alternatively, one slitor a
plurality of slits are configured between the legs. The ring
profile can also be made up of individual segments that are
separated from one another on the periphery and/or radially
and/or axially by slits. Alternatively sections of the ring pro-
file are interrupted by slits without the peripheral or radial or
axial coherence of the ring profile being undone altogether.

The lash compensation element is connected through a
fusion of materials by gluing (also vulcanizing) or welding to
the bearing ring, or is loosely inserted into the ring profile
between the bearing ring and the ring profile. The cooperation
of'the TCE with the ring profile functions substantially due to
the fact that the TCE can expand freely in axial direction and
in doing so, pushes the ring profile in axial direction beyond
the front end of the bearing ring. Additionally, the split allows
the TCE to expand radially.

The invention likewise concerns a rolling bearing in the
form of a pre-assembled unit which is pre-assembled with the
lash compensation element and the ring profile. For this pur-
pose, the lash compensation element is connected either by
fusion of materials or by positive engagement to the bearing
ring. The ring profile is connected either by fusion of mate-
rials or by positive engagement to the TCE. Connections
made by fusion of materials are required particularly when
the ring profile is composed of individual segments com-
pletely separated from each other by slits. In this case, the
individual segments for forming the ring profile are fixed
through fusion of materials by gluing. Alternatively, the plas-
tic material of the thermo compensation element is sprayed
onto the segments or the ring profile.

Alternatively, the invention also concerns radial bearings
and thrust or angular contact bearings of the types: ball bear-
ings, cylinder roller bearings or taper roller bearings.

The advantage of the invention resides particularly in the
fact that such an arrangement does not require more radial
design space than a prior art arrangement and can thus be used
in existing constructions, for example in power take-off gears
of automotive vehicles. Manufacturing tolerances are
reduced compared to prior art arrangements in which TCE’s
are used. The expansion behavior of the TCE’s comprising a
ring profile is stably repeatable and comparable even in case
of large manufacturing batches, for all parts of the manufac-
turing batches.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will now described more closely with refer-
ence to examples of embodiment.

FIG. 1 shows a longitudinal section taken along the axis of
rotation of the rolling bearing which, by way of example, is
configured as an angular contact ball bearing;

FIGS. 1a and 15 show a front view of the radial slit; and

FIGS. 2,3, 4, 5and 6 show the detail Z of FIG. 1 in enlarged
illustrations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The angular contact ball bearing I, also called a tandem ball
bearing (ITBB), has an axis of rotation 2, an inner bearing ring
3 and an outer bearing ring 4 as also two rows of rolling
elements 5 in form of balls. Further, a TCE 7 partially bor-
dered by a ring profile 6 is seated on the outer bearing ring 4.
For providing a seat for the TCE 7, the outer bearing ring 4
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comprises a depression 8 which forms an inner edge. By inner
edge is to be understood the region on which a circular ring
surface 9 and an outer cylindrical surface 10 converge and
form an inner corner 11. The depression comprises axial
dimensions A and radial dimensions R which correspond
substantially to the dimensions of the TCE 7 which is bor-
dered by the ring profile 6. On the front end, the TCE 7 must
protrude axially beyond the end surface 4a of the bearing ring
4 as represented in FIGS. 2, 4 and 6. Alternatively, in the cold
state, the TCE 7 may also be axially flush with the end surface
4a as represented in FIGS. 3 and 5. However, in the warm
state, the TCE 7 will protrude axially beyond the end surface
4a.

In the illustrations of FIGS. 2 and 3, the ring profile 6
comprises an axially directed leg 12 which, in the sectional
view, images a hollow cylindrical section 6a. The hollow
cylindrical section 6a is connected to a radially directed annu-
lar disk-shaped section 65 which, in the sectional view, is
imaged by the leg 13. In the illustration of FIG. 2, the TCE 7
which is bordered by the ring profile 6 protrudes axially
beyond the end surface 4a by a measure that corresponds to
the sheet thickness of the leg 13 of the ring profile 6 made of
sheet metal. In the illustration of FIG. 3, the end surface 13a
and the end surface 4a are situated in a common radial plane.

In the illustrations of FIGS. 4 and 5, the ring profile 6
comprises an axially directed leg 12 which, in the sectional
view, images a hollow cylindrical section 6a. The hollow
cylindrical section 6a is connected to a radially directed annu-
lar disk-shaped section 65 which, in the sectional view, is
imaged by the leg 14. In the illustration of FIG. 4, the TCE 7
which is bordered by the ring profile 6 protrudes axially
beyond the end surface 4a by a measure that corresponds to
the sheet thickness of the leg 14 of the ring profile 6 made of
sheet metal. In the illustration of FIG. 5, the end surface 13a
and the end surface 4a are situated in a common radial plane.
Inboth cases, the leg 14 forms an axial stop for the ring profile
6 on the bearing ring 4. In the illustration of FIG. 4, the leg 14
abuts in the cold state of the TCE axially against the end
surface 4a. In the illustration of FIG. 5, the leg 14 bears in the
cold state in an axial, stepped depression 45 axially against
the bearing ring 4.

Each of FIGS. 1a and 156 shows a detail of the rolling
bearing 1 in the front view. In the front view, a section of the
ring profile 6 is illustrated in a front view on the respective end
surface 13a or 14a of the legs 13 and 14, which section is
interrupted on the periphery by a slit 17. FIG. 1a shows the slit
as it appears in the initial position when the TCE arranged
behind it is cold. FIG. 15 shows the widened slit 17 in a state
in which the TCE 7 is warmed up and has expanded.

FIG. 6 shows an arrangement of the rolling bearing 1 in
which the TCE 7 is partially bordered by a ring profile 6 that
comprises an axially directed leg 12 which, in the sectional
view images a hollow cylindrical section 6a. The hollow
cylindrical section 6q is either completely separated radially
from a radially directed annular disk-shaped section 6a by an
annular slit 15. Alternatively, the slit 15 is oriented in form of
a circular arc or in any other manner and interrupts the con-
nection between the leg 12 and the leg 16 by which, in the
sectional view, the annular disk-shaped section 64 is imaged,
on only one section radially without completely undoing the
connection between the legs 12 and 16. Alternatively, the slit
15 is adjoined along the periphery by at least one or by a
plurality of further slits 15 without the connection between
the legs 12 and 16 being completely undone.

The invention claimed is:
1. A rolling bearing, comprising:
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at least one bearing ring having an inner corner formed by
a circular ring surface and an outer cylindrical surface;

at least one lash compensation element possessing tem-
perature-dependent extendibility arranged on the at least
one bearing ring of the rolling bearing in the inner cor- 5
ner;

a ring profile, which at least partially surrounds the lash
compensation element, having at least one hollow cylin-
drical section oriented axially parallel to an axis of rota-
tion of the rolling bearing, and at least one radially 10
oriented disk section; and

at least one slit formed in the ring profile, wherein the ring
profile allows the at least one lash compensation element
to expand both axially radially.

2. The rolling bearing according to claim 1, wherein the at 15

least one slit is formed in the hollow cylindrical section.

3. The rolling bearing according to claim 1, wherein the at
least one slit is formed in the disk section.

4. The rolling bearing according to claim 1, wherein the at
least one slit is disposed between the disk section and the 20
hollow cylindrical section.

5. The rolling bearing according to claim 1, wherein the
lash compensation element is a thermo compensation ele-
ment made at least of one material which possesses a thermal
expansion coefficient that is different from thermal expansion 25
coefficients of materials made of light metal alloys or of steel.
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