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(57) ABSTRACT

A mechanical bucket tappet (1) for a valve driver of an inter-
nal combustion engine having a hollow cylinder-shaped wall
(2) which is delimited at one frontal area (3) by a disk-like
bottom (4) whose top side (5) is provided as a cam stop face
and which comprises a central, funnel-like recess (6),
wherein a dome-like one-piece catch (8) aligned with the
recess (6) projects from a lower side (7) of the bottom (4), the
underside (9) of said catch being used for putting on a valve
stem and wherein the funnel-like recess (6) is sealed near or at
the top side (5) of the bottom (4), so that the bottom (4)
comprises a central encasement (10).

3 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
MECHANICAL BUCKET TAPPET

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from German Patent
Application No. 102011 079 193.0 filed Jul. 14,2011, which
application is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a mechanical bucket tappet for a
valve driver of an internal combustion engine having a hollow
cylinder-shaped wall which is delimited at one frontal area by
a disk-like bottom whose top side is provided as a cam stop
face and which comprises a central, funnel-like recess,
wherein a dome-like one-piece catch aligned with the recess
projects from a lower side of the bottom, the underside of said
catch being used for putting on a valve stem.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This kind of bucket tappet is disclosed in DE 101 14 073
Al. However, the extrusion embossing procedure used to
manufacture the dome-like catch at the lower side of the
bottom ultimately inevitably results in the formation of the
funnel-like recess in the top side of the bottom starting from
a certain catch size. Furthermore, the manufacture of the
catch is well described in DE 198 15 790 B4. The recess
according to the first mentioned DE 101 14 073 Al is meant
to serve as lubricant reservoir. However, it is inevitable that
manufacturing residues such as grinding or polishing par-
ticles and dust accumulate in the recess. Consequently, the
thorough cleaning (washing) of the recess is required in an
extremely time-consuming, costly work step in order to
ensure that the subsequent work steps associated with
extremely high cleanness requirements, such as in particular
the application of wear protection coats, can be performed
smoothly and to prevent any interference with the cam stop
face.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is to create a bucket tappet in
which the accumulation of unwanted deposits in the recess is
prevented.

According to the invention, this object is solved in that the
funnel-like recess is sealed near or at the top side of the
bottom, so that the bottom comprises a central encasement.

Furthermore, a method for the manufacture of a bucket
tappet is proposed.

Consequently, the disadvantages described above are rem-
edied. The accumulation of unwanted particles in the recess
which are difficult or expensive to remove can be prevented
with the seal near the bottom, meaning that a standard wash-
ing procedure can be applied prior to coating the top side of
the bottom. The procedures according to the invention also
proveto make sense for cases in which no application of coats
to the bottom is planned. The use of the procedures according
to the invention may also be possible for hydraulic bucket
tappets or pump tappets.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the recess
can be sealed by necking its inner wall. For this purpose, a
forming tool which is not described in more detail can be
applied clamp- or jaw-like to the exterior shell of the catch.

Alternatively, the recess can also be sealed with a separate
plug which either remains in the bucket tappet or is removed
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prior to the final installation, among other things to reduce
weight or prevent it from falling out during operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The invention is explained based on the drawing. In the
figures:

FIG. 1 shows a longitudinal cross-section through a bucket
tappet; and

FIG. 2 shows an enlarged view of the catch area of the
bucket tappet according to FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a mechanical bucket tappet 1 for a valve
driver of an internal combustion engine. It has a hollow cyl-
inder-shaped wall 2, which is delimited at one frontal area 3
by a disk-like bottom 4. One top side 5 of the bottom 4 serves
as cam stop face.

A dome-shaped one-piece catch 8 projects from the lower
side 7 of the bottom 4. One end of a valve stem can be put onto
the underside 9 of said catch. The extrusion embossing pro-
cedure used to manufacture the catch 8, which is generally
referred to as “deep-drawing” by experts, “inevitably” results
in a funnel-shaped recess 6 at the top side 5 of the bottom 4.
The scope of said recess is dependent upon the thickness of
the bottom 4 and the height as well as the diameter of the catch
8 to be generated. Normally, said catch 8 is mass-produced
with different height increments.

As is also illustrated in more detail in FIG. 2, the recess 6 is
sealed near the top side 5 of the bottom 4 by means of necking
applied to its inner wall 11. This is achieved with a forming
clamp applied to the exterior shell 12 of the catch 8, resulting
in a central encasement 10 in the bottom 4. If necessary, the
recess 6 can also at least nearly completely be eliminated with
the retroactive application of the forming tool.

No extremely time-consuming removal of grinding or pol-
ishing and other residues from the recess 6 prior to a coating
procedure of the top side 5 with a wear protection coat (e.g.
PVD/CVD) is required thanks to the seal of the recess 6 near
the top side 5 of the bottom 4. It may be possible that con-
taminations cannot be removed completely without the seal
according to the invention.

REFERENCE LIST

1 Bucket tappet
2 Wall

3 Frontal area
4 Bottom

5 Top side

6 Recess

7 Lower side

8 Catch

9 Underside

10 Encasement
11 Inner wall
12 Exterior shell

What we claim is:

1. Mechanical bucket tappet (1) for a valve driver of an
internal combustion engine having a hollow cylinder-shaped
wall (2) which is delimited at one frontal area (3) by a disk-
shaped bottom (4) whose top side (5) is provided as a cam stop
face and which comprises a central, funnel-shaped recess (6),
wherein a dome-shaped one-piece catch (8) aligned with the
recess (6) projects from a lower side (7) of the bottom (4), the
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underside (9) of said catch being used for putting on a valve
stem, characterized in that the funnel-shaped recess (6) is
sealed near or at the top side (5) of the bottom (4), so that the
bottom (4) comprises a central encasement (10) and charac-
terized in that the seal of the recess (6) is represented with a 5
neck-shaped construction of its inner wall (11).

2. Bucket tappet according to claim 1, characterized in that
the seal of the recess (6) is represented with a separate plug.

3. Method for the manufacture of a bucket tappet according
to the characteristics of the preamble of claim 1, characterized 10
in that based on the representation of the essential outline of
the bucket tappet (1) with wall (2) and bottom (4), the dome-
shaped catch (8) is created by means of an extrusion emboss-
ing procedure, wherein the funnel-shaped recess (6) resulting
in the top side (5) of the bottom (4) is subsequently sealed 15
near or at the top side (5) of the bottom (4) with a least one
forming clamp applied to the exterior shell (12) of the dome-
like catch (8), so that the bottom (4) comprises a central
encasement (10).
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