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(57) ABSTRACT

A segment rolling bearing for an axial hydraulic pump, which
can be integrated in a simple way. The segment rolling bear-
ing has an outer raceway carrier, an inner raceway carrier, a
plurality of rolling bodies, and a cage. The rolling bodies are
arranged in the cage such that they roll between the outer
raceway carrier and the inner raceway carrier in such a way
that the outer raceway carrier can be pivoted about a common
pivot axis with respect to the inner raceway carrier. The cage
is connected to the inner and/or to the outer raceway carrier
directly and captively in at least one connecting region, at
least in the radial direction with respect to the common pivot
axis.

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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SEGMENT ROLLING BEARING, AND AXTAL
HYDRAULIC PUMP HAVING THE SEGMENT
ROLLING BEARING

This application claims the priority of US 61/185,262 filed
Jun. 9, 2009 which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a segment rolling bearing having
an outer raceway carrier, having an inner, raceway carrier,
having a plurality of rolling bodies and having a cage, the
rolling bodies being arranged in the cage such that they roll
between the outer raceway carrier and the inner raceway
carrier in such a way that the outer raceway carrier can be
pivoted about a common pivot axis with respect to the inner
raceway carrier. The invention also relates to an axial hydrau-
lic pump having the segment rolling bearing.

Segment rolling bearings usually have an inner raceway
section, an outer raceway section and a plurality of rolling
bodies which are mounted such that they roll between the
inner and outer raceway sections. The segment rolling bear-
ings typically extend only over a segment of a circle, such as
over a segment of 45° or 60°. As a result of this structural
characteristic, segment rolling bearings make only mutual
pivoting of the raceway sections about a restricted pivoting
angle possible. The guidance of the rolling bodies is given
particular consideration, since it cannot be precluded during
operation, in the case of an oscillating relative movement of
the raceway sections with respect to one another, that the
rolling bodies are distributed non-uniformly or are placed at
the edges.

Document US 2006/0291765 relates to a full-type segment
rolling bearing having two bearing shells. Synchronization of
the bearing shells is achieved by a gearwheel which is
arranged at the end and meshes with teeth in the bearing
shells. In order to space the rolling bodies apart from the
gearwheel, a spacer element is provided which is inserted
between the gearwheel and an end-side rolling body. In one
possible development of this segment rolling bearing, it is
proposed to snap the spacer element into the bearing shells, in
order to form a modular antifriction bearing assembly.

Document DE 199 258 34 Al which seems to form the
closest prior art relates to a swash plate pivot bearing for a
hydraulic axial piston engine. Antifriction bearing segments
which are held in arcuate cages and have a supporting journal
for restoring the cage in the case of a deviation from its
setpoint position are arranged between a hollow-cylindrical
bearing face in a housing for the swash plate and a cylindrical
bearing face on the swash plate. These supporting journals are
oriented parallel to the antifriction bearing pockets, protrude
beyond the cage width and are connected to a return device.
Otherwise, the antifriction bearing segments are arranged
freely between the bearing faces.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is based on the object of proposing a segment
rolling bearing, in particular for an axial hydraulic pump,
which can be integrated in a simple way.

In the context of the invention, a segment rolling bearing is
proposed which is preferably suitable and/or configured for
an axial hydraulic pump. In particular, the segment rolling
bearing is configured for mounting a swash plate in the axial
hydraulic pump.

The segment rolling bearing preferably extends over a
restricted circle segment, for example over an angular range
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less than or less than or equal to 180° and, in particular, less
than or less than or equal to 90°. The segment rolling bearing
has an outer raceway carrier, an inner raceway carrier and a
plurality of rolling bodies in a cage, the rolling bodies being
arranged in the cage such that they roll between the outer and
the inner raceway carriers, with the result that they can be
pivoted with respect to one another about a common pivot
axis. The raceway carriers are arranged coaxially and/or con-
centrically with respect to one another, with the result that
substantially radially directed forces can be transmitted by
the rolling bodies. In the most general development of the
invention, the raceway carriers may assume any desired
design, in one piece or in multiple pieces, or can even form
part of a larger assembly, such as of a housing or a swash
plate. The raceways on the raceway carriers are preferably
restricted to an angular range of less than or less than or equal
to 180° and, in particular, less than or less than or equal to 90°.
The rolling bodies are preferably configured as cylindrical
rollers; in alternative embodiments, other rollers or even balls
may be used as rolling bodies. The cage may be configured in
one piece or in multiple pieces and preferably provides one
pocket for each rolling body, in particular for each cylindrical
roller. In particular, the cage is arranged at least in sections
between the rolling bodies and/or is configured for spacing
some or even all the rolling bodies apart from one another.
The cage preferably extends over all the rolling bodies of the
segment rolling bearing.

In the context of the invention, it is proposed that the cage
is connected to the inner and/or to the outer raceway carrier
directly, in particular without intermediate elements, and cap-
tively in at least one connecting region, at least in the radial
direction with respect to the common pivot axis. The connect-
ing region therefore ensures that the cage is not detached in an
uncontrolled or undesired manner from the inner and/or the
outer raceway carrier in the radial direction, in particular
radially to the outside or radially to the inside.

The invention is based on the consideration that the mount-
ing of the segment rolling bearings has previously been made
more difficult by the fact that the components outer raceway
carrier, inner raceway carrier and cage could fall apart in an
unsecured manner. As a result of the development according
to the invention, the cage can be connected to one of the
raceway carriers in a first mounting step and is secured as a
result. In a possible further step, the cage can be connected to
the other raceway carrier in a similar way.

Itis particularly preferred if the cage is connected captively
to both raceway carriers in the depicted way, with the result
that the cage forms a mechanical coupling element between
the two raceway carriers, the cage acting on and/or engaging
into the raceway carriers directly. It is particularly preferred if
the segment rolling bearing forms a self-supporting structural
unit which, during mounting, can be removed simply, for
example from a packaging, and mounted.

In one preferred structural embodiment of the invention, at
least one raceway carrier, preferably both raceway carriers, is
configured as a running ring segment. The running ring seg-
ments can also be called segmented antifriction bearing shells
and are particularly preferably produced by a cold working
process.

In the context of the present disclosure, the raceway carrier
without more precise specification is understood to be any
desired raceway carrier, that is to say the inner or the outer
raceway carrier or both raceway carriers.

In one preferred embodiment of the invention, the raceway
carrier is connected positively on one or both sides to the cage
at least in the radial direction. In one direction, the securing
results from the positioning of the cage relative to the raceway
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carrier; the cage is thus secured positively radially to the
outside by the outer raceway carrier and to the inside by the
inner raceway carrier. In the other direction, the securing is
effected by the connecting region. In addition, it is possible
that the raceway carrier is also secured positively to the cage
in the circumferential direction and/or in the axial direction,
in order also to provide a captive securing means in these
directions. However, these refinements are optional.

In one particularly preferred structural realization, the
raceway carrier and the cage can be connected and/or are
connected releasably at least in the radial mounting direction,
which can be implemented, for example, by an undercut
region, clip connection, latching lug connection, etc. Here it is
preferred, depending on the application, if this positive con-
nection makes a relative movement of the raceway carriers
possible in the circumferential direction.

In one particularly preferred structural realization, the cage
has at least one lug section with an axially outwardly directed
lug, thatis to say directed away from the rolling bodies, which
lug engages into an undercut region in the raceway carrier, in
which the lug section can be fixed positively in the radial
direction.

In order to ensure the relative movement of the raceway
carriers with respect to one another in the circumferential
direction, it is particularly preferred if the lug section extends
around the rotational axis in the circumferential direction, for
example with a constant cross section at least in sections. At
least, the lug section should bereceived in the undercut region
in such a way that the pivoting movement as intended
between the two raceway carriers is not impeded. The extent
of'the lug section in the circumferential direction is preferably
substantially greater than the extent of the lug section in the
radial direction or axial direction.

With the aim of saving production costs, it is particularly
preferred if the undercut region is manufactured without the
removal of material. In particular, the undercut section is
realized by a cold working process.

In one possible development of the invention, the lug sec-
tion is configured as a snap-in lug section which can be
deflected in the axial direction. During the insertion of the
snap-in lug section into the undercut section, it can be axially
deflected elastically and facilitate mounting as a result. It lies
within the scope of the invention that only some of the lug
sections are configured as snap-in lug sections; other lug
sections may also be realized as rigid sections.

In one possible structural implementation of the invention,
the segment rolling bearing has a synchronizing unit which
synchronizes the inner raceway carrier, the outer raceway
carrier and the cage with respect to one another and/or defines
their relative position with respect to one another. It is always
important in the case of segment rolling bearings to keep the
relative positioning of these three components under control,
as otherwise it is to be feared that the cage migrates with the
rolling bodies in the circumferential direction out of a set-
point position. It is therefore preferred to also provide a syn-
chronizing unit which maintains and corrects this relative
position, if applicable.

The synchronizing unit is particularly preferably realized
by means of aradially oriented control pin as a control section
which can be arranged displaceably in the axial direction in a
pin section as a receiving section in the cage. The two free
ends of the control pin engage into oblique slots as guide
elements in the raceway carriers, which oblique slots extend
in an angled manner with respect to a radial plane of the pivot
axis in such a way, that the control pin is always guided in the
intersection point of the elongate slots in a radial projection.
In particular, the oblique slots are made in the inner raceway
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carrier and in the outer raceway carrier at the same angle with
respect to the radial plane but so as to extend in opposite
directions to one another. Therefore, in its movement in the
oblique slots and in the elongate slot, the control pin permits
geometrically only one possible position of the two raceway
carriers and of the cage.

In one preferred development of the invention, the connect-
ing region is arranged on the end side with respect to the cage,
in particular on the end side with respect to one row of the
rolling bodies and/or adjacent in the axial direction to the
synchronizing unit, in particular to the elongate slot and/or
pin section. The end region of the cage is distinguished at least
by a double function, firstly the control pin being guided and
secondly the connecting regions being positioned. The cage,
connecting regions and pin section are particularly preferably
configured in one piece. In possible embodiments, a synchro-
nizing unit and/or connecting regions are/is arranged on each
end side of the cage. Connecting regions are particularly
preferably positioned in each end region of the cage for the
captive connection to the inner raceway carrier and the outer
raceway carrier.

As an alternative to this, the connecting regions may be
arranged at other positions, for example centrally on the cage
in the circumferential direction.

In one possible development of the invention, the cage has
axial securing sections, in particular on the cage webs, which
are arranged in an axial projection of the segment rolling
bearing so as to overlap with a rim of the raceway carrier. As
a result of the overlap on one or both sides, the cage is
additionally arranged captively in the axial direction in the
rolling body space. These axial securing sections are also
preferably connected integrally with the cage.

In one preferred development of the invention, the control
section is formed by a rotationally symmetrical control pin.
Although a different basic geometry of the control pin is also
conceivable in principle, a rotationally symmetrical control
pin can be produced simply and more cost-effective. As an
alternative or in addition to the rotationally symmetrical con-
figuration, the control section or control pin may have a center
region which is of broader configuration than two end regions
of the control section or control pin, that is to say a step is
produced between the center region and the end regions. This
step may firstly cause the control section or control pin to fall
out of the inner ring and the outer ring. Secondly, a step of this
type also represents a guide face for guiding the control
section or control pin between the inner ring and the outer
ring. In the case of a rotationally symmetrical control section
or control pin, the center region and end regions are in each
case of rotationally symmetrical configuration and the center
region has a greater diameter than the two end regions.

The above-described segment rolling bearing is particu-
larly preferably configured for controlling a swash plate in an
axial hydraulic pump.

A further subject matter of the invention relates to an axial
hydraulic pump which has an adjusting mechanism for
adjusting the pump power as a result of a change in an angle
of attack of a swash plate, the adjusting mechanism being
configured for adjusting the angle of attack and the adjusting
mechanism exhibiting a segment rolling bearing, as described
in the preceding text and/or according to one of the preceding
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages, features and effects of the invention
result from the following description of one preferred exem-
plary embodiment of the invention and the appended figures,
in which:
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FIG. 1 shows a schematic three-dimensional illustration of
a segment rolling bearing as a first exemplary embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic three-dimensional plan view of
the end section of the cage in the segment rolling bearing in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 shows a schematic section in a radial plane with
respect to the pivot axis of the segment rolling bearing of the
preceding figures; and

FIG. 4 shows a partially sectioned, diagrammatic side view
of the segment rolling bearing of the preceding figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Parts which correspond to one another in the figures have
been given in each case designations which correspond to one
another.

FIG. 1 shows a segment rolling bearing 1 in a schematic
three-dimensional plan view. The segment rolling bearing 1is
configured, for example, to be installed in an axial hydraulic
pump, as is described, for example, in document DE 199 258
34 Al.

The segment rolling bearing 1 has an inner ring 2 and an
outer ring 3 which are configured as raceway carriers for a
plurality of rolling bodies in the form of cylindrical rollers 4
(FIG. 4). The segment rolling bearing 1 or inner ring 2 and
outer ring 3 extends/extend only over a circle segment of less
than or equal to 180°. The inner ring 2 and the outer ring 3 are
mounted such that they can be pivoted with respect to one
another in the circumferential direction about a pivot axis (not
shown). The cylindrical rollers 4 are arranged in a cage 5, as
is shown, for example, in FIG. 2 in the region of the end
section. The cage 5 has cage pockets 6 for receiving the
cylindrical rollers 4 and a first end portion 25 and a second end
portion 27 (shown in FIGS. 2 and 4) each at a corresponding
circumferential end of the row of rolling bodies and is cir-
cumferentially outside of the row of rolling bodies.

In order to ensure the relative positioning between the inner
ring 2, the outer ring 3 and the cage 5 end/or cylindrical rollers
4, the segment rolling bearing 1 exhibits a synchronizing
device 7 in an end region. This synchronizing device 7 has a
control pin 8 (FIG. 3) which is oriented radially, The control
pin 8 engages with an outer end section 9 into an outer oblique
slot 10 of the outer ring 3, which is arranged angled relative to
a radial plane of the pivot axis 21. An inner and section 11 is
arranged on the radially inner side, which inner end section 11
engages in a simliar manner into an inner oblique slot 12 of
the inner ring 2, which is likewise arranged angled with
respect to the radial plane. The intermediate angies between
the outer oblique slot 10 and the radiai plane and the inner
obiique. slot 12 and the radial plane are identical in magni-
tude, for example between 5° to 30°, but the oblique slots 10,
12 are oriented in opposite directions, so that a cross results in
a radial pian view or projection, the intersection point form-
ing the only possible position of the control pin 8 with the
outer end section 9 or inner end section 11.

The control pin 8 is configured as a cylindrical component
and, in the center section, has a cylindrical center part which
is widened with respect to the end sections 9, 11. The length
of the control pin 8 is selected such that it does not protrude
beyond the inner ring 2 or outer ring 3. The center part of the
control pin 8 has a greater diameter than the end sections 9, 11
for two reasons: firstly, it is secured against falling out as a
result, and secondly guide faces are formed between the con-
trol pin 8 and the inner ring 2 or outer ring 3, which guide
faces ensure that the control pin 8 cannot tilt. In contrast, the
diameters of the end sections 9, 11 are configured in such a
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way that they engage into the oblique slots 10, 12 with little
play. In order, in the case of mutual pivoting of the inner ring
2 and the outer ring 3, to make a movement of the control pin
8 possible transversely with respect to the pivoting direction
or circumferential direction, an axially extending elongate
slot 13 for receiving the control pin 8 or its center part is made
in the cage 5 in the end region.

Lug sections 14 are formed integrally on the cage 5 axially
on the outside in the region of the elongate slot 13, which lug
sections 14 have axially outwardly pointing lugs 15 and
extend in the circumferential direction with a constant or
virtually constant cross section. The lug sections 15 can
engage into undercuts 16 which are formed in the inner ring 2
and/or outer ring 3 between a raceway 17 and a holding rim 18
thereby forming radial stops 29a-29d. The holding lugs 15
and the undercuts 16 interact in such a way that the cage 5 can
be clipped into the inner ring 2 and/or outer ring 3, and
nevertheless the inner ring 2 and the outer ring 3 can be
pivoted in the circumferential direction. The length of the lug
sections 14 in the circumferential direction is greater than the
envisaged relative pivoting angle between the inner ring 2 and
the outer ring 3.

In order to make flexible yielding of the lug sections 14 in
the axial direction possible, recesses 19 are provided which
extend as grooves in the circumferential direction. Firstly, itis
possible that each lug section 14 is configured elastically via
arecess 19, and secondly it is also possible that only some of
the lug sections 14 can be deflected in the axial direction.

The undercuts 16 are configured in such a way that they can
berolled over by the cylindrical rollers 4. In this embodiment,
the undercuts 16 have been manufactured without the
removal of material and have been produced, in particular, by
a cold working process.

The cage 5 therefore forms thickened portions in its end
regions, which thickened portions, in a longitudinal section
along the rotational axis, assume, for example, more than
70%, preferably more than 80% of the rolling body space
between the inner ring 2 and the outer ring 3 and on which the
Iug sections 14 are formed integrally and which at the same
time carry the elongate slot 13.

FIG. 4 shows a possible further development of the inven-
tion, the webs 20 of the cage 5 being configured in the radial
extent in such a way that they overlap with the holding rims 18
in the radial direction on both sides and in this way avoid the
cage 5 migrating out axially.

The invention claimed is:

1. A segment rolling bearing, comprising:

an outer raceway carrier;

an inner raceway carrier, the outer raceway carrier and the

inner raceway carrier being segment carriers that extend
only over a circular segment;

a plurality of rolling bodies arranged in circumferential

succession and forming a row of rolling bodies; and

a cage, the rolling bodies being arranged in the cage such

that the rolling bodies roll between the outer raceway
carrier and the inner raceway carrier in such a way that
the outer raceway carrier can be pivoted about acommon
pivot axis with respect to the inner raceway carrier, the
cage having a first end portion and a second end portion
each at a corresponding circumferential end of the row
of rolling bodies that is circumferentially outside of the
row of rolling bodies,

wherein the cage is directly connected to at least one of the

segment carriers, the direct connection being only at the

first end portion and the second end portion, and
wherein at a first circumferential end of the row of rolling

bodies the first end portion and at least one of the seg-
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ment carriers is configured to form a first radial stop to
limit movement of the cage and the at least one of the
segment carriers relative to one another in a radial direc-
tion and at a second circumferential end of the row of
rolling bodies the second end portion and the at least one
of the segment carriers is configured to form a second
radial stop to limit movement of the cage and the at least
one of the segment carriers relative to one another in the
radial direction.

2. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 1,
wherein the segment rolling bearing forms a self-supporting
structural unit.

3. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 1,
wherein the first radial stop comprises the first end portion,
the first end portion having a first lug section, and the at least
one of the segment carriers having a first undercut section,
which axially receives the lug first section, and the second
radial stop comprises the second end portion, the second end
portion having a second lug section, and the at least one of the
segment carriers having a second undercut section, which
axially receives the second lug section.

4. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 3,
wherein the first lug section and the second lug section extend
around a rotational axis in a circumferential direction.

5. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 3,
wherein the first undercut section and the second undercut
section are manufactured without removal of material.

6. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 3,
wherein the first lug section and the second lug section are
snap-in lug sections which can be deflected in an axial sec-
tion.

7. The segment roller bearing according to claim 3, further
comprising a holding rim that extends radially from the at
least one of the segment carriers and prevents the cage from
migrating axially, the first and the second undercut sections of
the at least one of the segment carriers arranged on the hold-
ing rim.

8. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

asynchronizing unit which synchronizes the inner raceway

carrier, the outer raceway carrier and the cage with
respect to one another.

9. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 8,
wherein the synchronizing unit comprises a receiving slot
formed in the cage, and a control section extending into each
of a first slot in the outer raceway carrier and a second slot in
the inner raceway carrier, the control section being displace-
able within each of the first slot and the second slot in such a
way that the outer raceway carrier and the inner raceway
carrier are synchronized with respect to one another.
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10. The segment rolling bearing according to claim 1,
wherein the cage has axial securing sections which, in an
axial projection, are arranged congruently with holding rims
of the inner raceway carrier and/or the outer raceway carrier.

11. An axial hydraulic pump, comprising:

the segment rolling bearing according to claim 1.

12. The segment roller bearing according to claim 1,
wherein at least one of the end portions is a thickened portion
that has a greater thickness in a radial direction than a remain-
der of the cage outside of the at least one of the end portions.

13. The segment roller bearing according to claim 1,
wherein the radial stops each comprise at least one of an
undercut region and a lug connection.

14. A segment rolling bearing, comprising:

an outer raceway carrier;

an inner raceway carrier, the outer raceway carrier and the

inner raceway carrier being segment carriers that extend
only over a circular segment of less than or equal to 180°;

a plurality of rolling bodies;

a cage; and

a synchronizing unit which synchronizes the inner raceway

carrier, the outer raceway carrier and the cage with
respect to one another,

the rolling bodies being arranged in the cage such that the

rolling bodies roll between the outer raceway carrier
having a first guide slot and the inner raceway carrier
having a second guide slot in such a way that the outer
raceway carrier can be pivoted about a common pivot
axis with respect to the inner raceway carrier,

wherein the cage is connected to at least one of the segment

carriers directly and captively in at least one connecting
region, at least in a radial direction with respect to the
common pivot axis, whereby the cage is held securely in
the at least one of the segment carriers during mounting
of the segment rolling bearing,

wherein the cage has an elongate slot, in which a control

section is mounted displaceably, the control section
comprising an outer end section and an inner end sec-
tion, the outer end section and the inner end section
slidingly arranged within the first guide slot and the
second guide slot, respectively, in such a way that the
outer raceway carrier and the inner raceway carrier are
synchronized with respect to one another, and

wherein the control section is formed by a rotationally

symmetrical control pin with a center region having a
greater diameter than the outer end section and the inner
end section.



