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57 ABSTRACT

A swashplate-type pivot bearing, or an axial piston machine
that has the swashplate-type pivot bearing, which ensure reli-
able operation. The swashplate-type pivot bearing for a
hydraulic axial piston machine has a housing section, a
swashplate section and a multiplicity of rolling bodies. The
swashplate section is pivotably mounted in the housing sec-
tion by the rolling bodies and the rolling bodies are arranged
in a full-roller configuration and/or without a cage in at least
one rolling body row. The swashplate-type pivot bearing also
has at least one follow-up device for follow-up adjustment
and/or synchronization of the rolling bodies, which is
arranged and/or formed at an end of the rolling body row. The
follow-up device is controlled by a slotted guide.

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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SWASHPLATE-TYPE PIVOT BEARING AND
AXTAL PISTON MACHINE

This application claims the priority of DE 10 2009 013
094.2 filed Mar. 13, 2009, which is incorporated by reference
herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a swashplate-type pivot bearing
having a housing section, having a swashplate section and
having a multiplicity of rolling bodies, with the swashplate
section being pivotably mounted in the housing section by
means of the rolling bodies, with the rolling bodies being
arranged in a full-roller configuration and/or without a cage in
at least one row, and having at least one follow-up device
which, for providing a follow-up adjustment and/or synchro-
nization of the rolling bodies, is arranged and/or formed at an
end of the rolling body row. The invention also relates to an
axial piston machine having the swashplate-type pivot bear-
ing.

Swashplate-type pivot bearings are used for example in
hydraulic axial piston machines, with a partially cylindrical
plate section being pivotably mounted in a partially hollow
cylindrical housing region. The pivotable mounting takes
place by means of rolling bodies which, as a whole, form a
rolling body segment. In some embodiments, bearing shoes
are arranged on the plate section, which bearing shoes, during
the pivoting movement of the plate section, move pistons of
the axial piston machine. The rolling bodies extend only over
a circular segment and are moved back and forth during the
pivoting movement.

Since displacements can also occur, in addition to the roll-
ing movement of the rolling bodies, on account of vibrations
or other disturbances during the pivoting movement, it is
necessary to use means which synchronize the positioning of
the rolling bodies such that the latter are always arranged in a
favorable position for the pivoting movement.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

Document DE 10 2005 023 275 Al relates, for example, to
a swashplate-type pivot bearing of said type, in which,
according to a first embodiment, the rolling bodies are held
and guided in a cage. The control of the cage, and therefore
the synchronization of the rolling bodies, takes place by
means of the interaction of toothings on the plate section and
on the housing and toothings which are arranged in an encir-
cling fashion on the rolling bodies. The toothed rolling bodies
are situated at the two opposite ends of the row of rolling
bodies. In a further embodiment, a swashplate-type pivot
bearing is proposed which is of full-roller configuration or
has no cage, with the toothings in the plate or housing section
extending over the entire length of the row of rolling bodies
and with each rolling body having an encircling toothing,
such that each rolling body is synchronized independently of
its neighbors.

Document US2006291765A1 likewise relates to a full-
roller swashplate-type pivot bearing, wherein in contrast to
the device in the document cited above, only the in each case
two outer rolling bodies have the encircling toothing. Said
document arguably forms the closest prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object on which the invention is based is that of pro-
posing a swashplate-type pivot bearing, and an axial piston
machine having the swashplate-type pivot bearing, which
ensure reliable operation.
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The swashplate-type pivot bearing according to the inven-
tion is preferably suitable and/or designed for an axial
hydraulic pump, in particular in an adjusting mechanism for
changing the feed volume of the pump. Specifically, the
change in feed volume takes place by means of an adjustment
of an angle of inclination of the swashplate.

The swashplate-type pivot bearing has a housing section, a
swashplate section and a multiplicity of rolling bodies which
are arranged such that the swashplate section is pivotably
mounted in the housing section. The housing section and
swashplate section may serve to provide raceways for the
rolling bodies in an integrated fashion; in modified embodi-
ments, the raceways are arranged in bearing shells which are
placed onto and/or inserted into the housing section and the
swashplate section.

The rolling bodies are preferably designed as rollers, in
particular as cylindrical rollers. The swashplate-type pivot
bearing preferably comprises precisely one row of rolling
bodies which are arranged and/or formed in cross section as a
partial segment of a full circle. The housing section has a
hollow cylindrical raceway which is arranged opposite a
cylindrical raceway of the swashplate section. Both raceways
are preferably curved with a common central point, with the
central point simultaneously defining the pivot axis.

The rolling bodies are arranged in a full-roller configura-
tion with respect to one another, in particular in direct contact
without intermediate and/or guide elements, and/or are posi-
tioned without a cage. Even though such full-roller bearings
are less suitable for use at high rotational speeds, they have a
higher load capacity, which is advantageous in the present
embodiment.

For providing a follow-up adjustment and/or synchroniza-
tion of the rolling bodies, a follow-up device is arranged at
least one end of the rolling body row, which follow-up device
ensures that the rolling bodies always remain in a favourable
position for the pivoting movement. During a pivoting move-
ment, the follow-up device is displaced relative to the housing
section and simultaneously relative to the swashplate section
and/or is guided concurrently with the rolling bodies. A fol-
low-up device of said type is preferably arranged at each end
of the rolling body row.

Itis proposed according to the invention that the control, in
particular of the relative movement with respect to the hous-
ing section and/or with respect to the swashplate section, is
realized by means of a slotted guide, with the slotted guide
preferably providing positive guidance for the follow-up
device.

Here, it is a consideration of the invention to replace a
cumbersome toothing of bearing shells and/or cylindrical
rollers with a simple slotted guide which is cost-effective to
produce. Furthermore, functionally reliable operation is real-
ized by means of the slotted guide.

In one preferred realization of the invention, the follow-up
device comprises an end stop for the rolling body at the end of
the rolling body row. The end stop is moved by the slotted
guide concomitantly with the rolling bodies during a pivoting
movement of the swashplate-type pivot bearing. The syn-
chronization and/or follow-up adjustment of the rolling bod-
ies therefore takes place in a sliding fashion by means of the
rolling bodies being acted on with force in the rolling direc-
tion thereof.

In one preferred structural embodiment of the invention,
the slotted guide has a first and a second guide slot, the guide
slots being fixedly connected to the housing section and
swashplate section, respectively.

In an alternative embodiment of the invention, the guide
slots of the slotted guide are moved concomitantly with the
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follow-up device. Said alternative constitutes a kinematic
reversal of the alternative specified above.

In one possible structural realization, it is provided that the
first and second guide slots intersect at least in one plane of
projection, with the intersection point forming a guide point
for the follow-up device. During the pivoting movement and
therefore the relative movement between the housing section
and swashplate section, the intersection point or the guide
point travels along the first and second guide slots, such that
the follow-up device is positively guided by the two guide
slots together. Since the guide slots intersect at the guide
point, positive guidance is obtained without a degree of free-
dom.

In one preferred embodiment, the follow-up device has a
guide member which engages into both guide slots. The guide
member therefore forms the sliding block(s) for the slotted
guide. Here, it may for example be provided that the guide
member engages at one side into both guide slots, at two sides
in each case into both guide slots, or at two sides in each case
into one guide slot.

In one preferred embodiment, the guide member is
designed as a bolt whose free ends engage as sliding block
into the first and second guide slots.

In one possible structural realization, the guide slots are
arranged on or in one or more planes which is or are perpen-
dicularto the rotational axes of the rolling bodies and/or in the
same direction as the longitudinal extent of the rolling body
row.

However, it is more preferable if the guide slots extend on
one or more surfaces, which are arranged parallel to and/or
which are formed by the raceways of the rolling bodies. If said
surfaces or used, it is possible to realize a synchronization of
the swashplate-type pivot bearing without increasing the
installation space in terms of bearing height and/or in the
width direction. This advantage is particularly pronounced in
the case of arrangements in which installation space is lim-
ited.

In one preferred structural realization, the guide slots are
arranged or formed on or in the raceways for the rolling
bodies and/or an extension of the raceways for the rolling
bodies. The extensions may be designed as extensions of
constant curvature, but may alternatively be designed as any
desired type of extensions, for example planar sections or
sections curved in some other way.

In production terms, it is preferable if the guide slots are
formed as slots in the raceways. Such slots may be formed in
a simple and cost-effective manner.

To obtain positive guidance of the follow-up device, it is
preferable if the first guide slot is arranged, in particular
inserted, on or in the raceway or its extension of the housing
section, with the longitudinal extent of the first guide slot
being inclined with respect to the longitudinal extent of the
raceway of the housing section by a first angle, preferably in
the plane or curved plane of the raceway. By a first definition,
the first angle is determined in cylindrical coordinates on the
cylindrical running surface, while by a second possible defi-
nition, the first angle is measured ina projection in a plan view
of the running surface.

It is also preferable for the second guide slot, which is
arranged, in particular inserted, in the raceway or its exten-
sion of the swashplate section, to be inclined with respect to
the longitudinal extent of the raceway of the swashplate sec-
tion by a second angle. It is also possible for the second angle
to be defined both in cylindrical coordinates and also in a
projection view.

Itis particularly preferable for the first and second angles to
be equal in magnitude and/or to differ by less than 15°,
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preferably less than 10° and in particular less than 5°. The
deviation of the angle permits fine adjustment of the positive
guidance, as a result of which influences of the different radii
of the raceways can be compensated. In particular, in all
positions of the swashplate-type pivot bearing, the angles are
arranged, in a projection, symmetrically with respect to aline
perpendicular to the longitudinal extent of the raceway, which
lies in the raceway surface.

A final subject matter of the invention relates to an axial
piston machine with variable throughput volume, which axial
piston machine is characterized by the swashplate-type pivot
bearing as described above, or according to one of the pre-
ceding claims. The swashplate-type pivot bearing is prefer-
ably designed as a pivoting-base bearing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages, features and effects of the invention
can be gathered from the following description of a preferred
exemplary embodiment of the invention and from the
appended figures, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic, partially sectional illustration of
an axial hydraulic pump with a swashplate-type pivot bearing
as a first exemplary embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a detail of the swashplate-type pivot bearing
in FIG. 1 in a similar illustration; and

FIG. 3 shows the detail of FIG. 2 in a schematic plan view.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an axial piston machine having a cylinder
drum 1 which is arranged on a shaft 2, with the shaft 2 being
a pump or motor drive input shaft or drive output shaft
depending on the use of the machine. The shaft 2 is mounted
by means of bearings 5 and 6 in a housing composed of the
housing section 3 and housing part 4. Within the cylinder
drum 1, pistons 8 are arranged within cylinder bores 7, which
pistons 8 are supported via sliding shoes 9 on a swashplate 10.
The swashplate 10 has a cylindrical bearing surface 11 which
is situated opposite a hollow cylindrical bearing surface 12 in
the housing section 3. Said two surfaces are spaced apart from
one another by a bearing gap 22. The stroke of the pistons 8 in
the cylinder bores 7 is set in a known way by varying the
angular position of the swashplate 10 with respect to the axis
13 of the shaft 2. For this purpose, an adjusting device (not
illustrated) engages, for example, on a lever 14 which is
fixedly connected to the swashplate 10. Arranged in the bear-
ing gap 22 between the bearing surfaces 11 and 12 is a rolling
bearing segment 15. Arranged spaced apart therefrom is a
further rolling bearing segment 15 (not visible), such that the
swashplate 10 is supported twice.

The rolling bearing segment 15 comprises a multiplicity of
cylindrical rollers 16 which are arranged in a full-roller con-
figuration and/or without a cage and/or in direct contact with
one another in the bearing gap 22. The full-roller configura-
tion has the advantage that, in comparison with a design with
acage, it is possible to arrange a greater number of cylindrical
rollers 16 over the same distance, such that the load rating is
increased.

To ensure that, as the swashplate 10 is pivoted by the lever
14, the rolling bearing segment 15 or cylindrical rollers 17 are
guided concomitantly in the correct position, the swashplate-
type pivot bearing 17 formed by the cylindrical bearing sur-
face 11, hollow cylindrical bearing surface 12 and the rolling
bearing segment 15 has, in each case, one follow-up device 18
at the free ends of the rolling bearing segment 15. The follow-
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up devices 18 synchronize the position of the rolling bodies
with the position of the bearing surfaces 11 and 12. Even
though the rolling bearing segment 15 is in principle guided in
the correct position by the housing part 3 and swashplate 10,
it is not possible to rule out the possibility of some cylindrical
rollers 16 slipping out of the most favorable position for the
pivoting movement on account of vibrations or other distur-
bances. In order to reliably provide a follow-up adjustment
and/or synchronization of the cylindrical rollers 16 and there-
fore of the rolling bearing segment 15, the follow-up devices
18 are provided, which both move relative to the housing part
3 and the swashplate 10 in the event of an actuation of the
lever 14 and which press or slide the cylindrical rollers into
the predefined position during the movement.

For a detailed illustration of the follow-up device 18, ret-
erence is made to FIGS. 2 and 3, which show the region
around the follow-up devices 18 in a similar view (FIG. 2) and
in a schematic plan view (FIG. 3) of the cylindrical bearing
surface 11 of the swashplate 10.

As can be seen from FIG. 2, the follow-up device 18 com-
prises, as a guide member, a central bolt 19 which is held in a
rotatable and—as can be seen in particular from FIG. 3—sl-
idable fashion in an end stop body 20. A diameter step in the
bolt 19 firstly prevents the bolt from being able to slip out of
the end stop body 20 and to damage the swashplate-type pivot
bearing 17. The diameter step also provides a guide surface
between the bolt 19 and bearing surfaces 11, 12. Said guide
surface ensures that the bolt cannot tilt. The greater the diam-
eter difference is at the diameter step, the larger said guide
surface. The end stop body 20 has, on the side facing toward
the cylindrical rollers 16, a curved surface which is adapted to
the shape of the cylindrical rollers 16 and which is designed
for making contact with the cylindrical rollers 16. In particu-
lar, the curved surface serves to provide intimate contact.
During a pivoting movement of the lever 14 and a resulting
displacement of the rolling bearing segment 15, the end stop
body 20 is guided by the bolt 19 in or counter to the rolling
direction of the cylindrical rollers 16, and thereby defines an
end stop for these. By virtue of the follow-up device 18 being
arranged at both sides, a region in the bearing gap 22 is
delimited at both sides between the follow-up devices 18, in
which region the rolling bearing segment 15 and/or the cylin-
drical rollers 16 must be arranged in a positionally defined
manner.

The guidance of the bolt 19 takes place by means of slots,
with a first slot 21 being arranged in the cylindrical bearing
surface 11 and a second slot 23 being arranged in the hollow
cylindrical bearing surface 12, that is to say opposite in rela-
tion to the bearing gap 22. The first slot 21 is inclined in
relation to the extent of the rolling bearing segment by an
angle a.in the plan view of FIG. 3. In the same way, the second
slot 23 is also inclined by an equal or similar angle a, spe-
cifically in such a way that, in the plan view shown in FIG. 3,
the two slots 21,23 cross at an intersection 25. As can be seen
from the plan view, the intersection 25 at the same time
defines a bearing point 26 for the bolt 19, which is positively
guided by the first and second slots 21, 23 in the manner of a
slotted guide.

If the cylindrical bearing surface 11 and the hollow cylin-
drical bearing surface 12 are now moved relative to one
another in the event of an actuation of the lever 14, then the
intersection 25 and therefore the bearing point 26 in FIG. 3
travels perpendicularly to the direction of extent 24 of the
rolling body segment 15 in the axial direction of the swash-
plate-type pivot bearing 17. Here, the bolt 19 is driven con-
comitantly and moves in the end stop body 20 along a slotted
hole 27. At the same time, it is ensured by means of the first
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and second slots 21,23 that the end stop body 20 has covered
an equal or similar distance relative to the housing section 3
and the swashplate 10. The follow-up devices 18, which form
the synchronization elements, therefore serve to ensure the
correct position of the rolling bearing segment 15 with respect
to the housing section 3 and the swashplate 10 or between the
swashplate 10 and the housing section 3, at all times and in all
positions of the lever 14.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 Cylinder drum
2 Shaft
3 Housing section
4 Housing part
5 Bearing
6 Bearing
7 Cylinder bores
8 Piston
9 Sliding shoes
10 Swashplate
11 Cylindrical bearing surface
12 Hollow cylindrical bearing surface
13 Axis
14 Lever
15 Rolling bearing segment
16 Cylindrical rollers
17 Swashplate-type pivot bearing
18 Follow-up device
19 Bolt
20 End stop body
21 First slot
22 Bearing gap
23 Second slot
24 Extent
25 Intersection
26 Bearing point
27 Slotted hole
The invention claimed is:
1. A swashplate-type pivot bearing, comprising:
a housing section;
a swashplate section;
rolling bodies, with the swashplate section being pivotably
mounted in the housing section by the rolling bodies,
with the rolling bodies being arranged in at least one
rolling body row in at least one of a full-roller configu-
ration and a cage-free configuration, the at least one
rolling body row having a first end and a second end
opposite the first end; and
a first follow-up device arranged at the first end of the at
least one rolling body row and a second follow-up device
arranged at the second end of the at least one rolling
body row, each of the first and second follow-up devices
being movable relative to each of the swashplate section
and the housing section during a pivoting movement of
the swashplate-type pivot bearing,
wherein the first follow-up device is controlled by a slotted
guide of the first follow-up device, the second follow-up
device is controlled by a slotted guide of the second
follow-up device, each of the first and second follow-up
devices is configured as an end stop for the rolling bod-
ies, the first follow-up device is moved by the slotted
guide of the first follow-up device concomitantly with
the rolling bodies during the pivoting movement of the
swashplate-type pivot bearing, the second follow-up
device is moved by the slotted guide of the second fol-
low-up device concomitantly with the rolling bodies
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during the pivoting movement of the swashplate-type
pivot bearing, wherein each slotted guide has a first
guide slot, which is fixedly connected with the housing
section, and a second guide slot, which is fixedly con-
nected with the swashplate section,

the first follow-up device has a first bolt that engages into

the first guide slot and the second guide slot of the slotted
guide of the first follow-up device,

the second follow-up device has a second bolt that engages

into the first guide slot and the second guide slot of the
slotted guide of the second follow-up device,

wherein the first guide slots are inserted on or in a raceway

of'the housing section, with a longitudinal extent of each
of the first guide slots being inclined with respect to a
longitudinal extent of the raceway of the housing section
by a first acute angle,

wherein the second guide slots are formed on or in a race-

way of the swashplate section, with a longitudinal extent
of each of the second guide slots being inclined with
respect to a longitudinal extent of the raceway of the
swashplate section by a second acute angle, the first
acute angle and the second acute angle differing in mag-
nitude from one another.

2. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein a
relative movement of the first follow-up device relative to the
slotted guide of the first follow-up device during the pivoting
movement of the swashplate-type pivot bearing is concomi-
tant, and a relative movement of the second follow-up device
relative to the slotted guide of the second-follow up device
during the pivoting movement of the swashplate-type pivot
bearing is concomitant.

3. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
the first and second guide slots of each slotted guide have, in
a plane of projection, an intersection, with the intersection
forming a guide for a respective one of the first and second
follow-up devices.
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4. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
each of'the first guide slots and each of the second guide slots
extend in a direction perpendicular to a respective rotational
axis of each of the rolling bodies and/or to a pivot axis of the
swashplate-type pivot bearing.

5. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
each of'the first guide slots and each of the second guide slots
extend in a direction parallel to the raceway of the housing
section and the raceway of the swashplate section.

6. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 5, wherein
each of'the first guide slots is formed as a slot in the raceway
of the housing section and each of the second guide slots is
formed as a slot in the raceway of the swashplate section.

7. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
the first and second acute angles differ by less than 15°.

8. The Swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
the first and second acute angles differ by less than 10°.

9. The Swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
the first and second acute angles differ by less than 5°.

10. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
the rolling bodies are arranged in the at least one rolling body
row in the cage-free configuration.

11. The swashplate-type pivot bearing of claim 1, wherein
each of the first and second bolts includes a center section, a
first end section and a second end section, the center section
disposed between the first end section and the second end
section, and the center section having a greater diameter than
the first end section and the second end section such that a first
diameter step on each of the first and second bolts provides a
first guide surface with a first bearing surface of the swash-
plate section and a second diameter step on each of the first
and second bolts provides a second guide surface with a
second bearing surface of the housing section.

12. An axial piston machine with variable throughput vol-
ume, comprising the swashplate-type pivot bearing according
to claim 1.



