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57 ABSTRACT

A method for controlling a friction clutch in a drive train of a
motor vehicle, using a clutch actuator, on the basis of a clutch
model. A nominal characteristic curve of the clutch moment,
which is transmitted via the friction clutch, is adapted con-
tinuously to actual operating parameters. In order to counter-
act a loss of comfort of the motor vehicle, which is caused by
the running-in behavior, for example, of the friction linings of
the friction clutch, the friction clutch is operated by way of
different sets of operating parameters during a running-in
phase of the friction clutch, and after the run-in phase of the
friction clutch.
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1
METHOD FOR CONTROLLING A FRICTION
CLUTCH

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is filed pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120
and §365(c) as a continuation of International Patent Appli-
cation PCT/DE2012/000137 filed Feb. 16, 2012 which appli-
cation claims priority from German Patent Application No.
10 2011 013 939.7, filed Mar. 14, 2011, and German Patent
Application No. 10 2011 015 639.9, filed Mar. 31, 2011,
which applications are incorporated herein by reference to
their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method for controlling a friction
clutch in a drivetrain of a motor vehicle by means of a clutch
actuator, on the basis of a clutch model in which a nominal
characteristic of the clutch torque, which is transmitted by the
friction clutch, is adapted continuously to current operating
parameters.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Methods for controlling friction clutches are known from
numerous serial applications in drivetrains of motor vehicles.
For example, in drivetrains having a dual-clutch transmis-
sion, where in each case a friction clutch is situated between
the crankshaft of a combustion engine and a transmission
input shaft of a sub-drivetrain, and a shifting between two
gears situated on the two sub-drivetrains occurs by means of
an uninterrupted overlapping shift mechanism through over-
lapping disengagement of one friction clutch and engagement
of'the other, an especially exact control of the friction clutches
is necessary in order to enable comfortable operation of the
drivetrain.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One or two clutch actuators are provided for the purpose of
controlling the friction clutch(es). The clutch actuator con-
trols the clutch torque to be transmitted via the friction clutch
depending on operating parameters. For example, depending
on the clutch torque to be transmitted, an actuating or actuator
path, or a set point value which produces these, is specified
from a clutch model. The clutch model depicts the real behav-
ior of'the friction clutch, where a nominal characteristic curve
establishes a connection between the set point value and the
clutch torque that is to be transmitted. This characteristic is
adapted continuously, depending on the operating parameters
of'the friction clutch. For example, the clutch characteristic is
relocated along the set point value by adapting a contact point
at which the friction clutch begins to transmit torque.
Through adaptation of a coefficient of friction, the frictional
behavior of the friction clutch is modeled, for example, as a
function of wear, hysteresis, and temperature. Furthermore,
the shape of the nominal characteristic can be adapted to
current properties of the friction clutch or to changing prop-
erties throughout the service life.

The realization of a set point value obtained from the clutch
model is accomplished, for example, initially as a pre-control
value, which is set unregulated in the clutch actuator, and
subsequently, is regulated exactly by means of a position
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control. The set point value can then be followed by a slip
regulation process, which sets the set point value while regu-
lating a specified slip.

It has been found here that the nominal characteristic is of
only limited help in the case of a clutch that has not yet been
run-in and with specified comfort demands. For example, the
torque transmission behavior of a so-called “green” friction
clutch having friction linings in new condition changes
greatly, a fact which can be attributed to unevenness of the
friction linings, friction surfaces of the friction linings which
are not yet adapted to each other, and the complementary
friction surfaces of pressure plate and opposing pressure
plate, setting effects of the lining resiliency and the like. Due
to the great variability of the torque transmission behavior,
there can be a loss of comfort at least some of the time when
the nominal characteristic and its adaptation routines are
used.

The object of the invention is therefore to propose a method
for controlling a friction clutch, or two friction clutches pro-
vided in a dual-clutch transmission, which improves the driv-
ing comfort performance of a drivetrain over its entire service
life.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments are disclosed, by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying schematic drawings
in which corresponding reference symbols indicate corre-
sponding parts, in which:

FIG. 1 is a flow chart showing control of a friction clutch
during and after a run-in phase for the clutch.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a flow chart showing control of a friction clutch
during and after a run-in phase for the clutch. As further
described below, the method starts with step 102. In step 104,
a determination is made as to whether the clutch is in a run-in
phase. If yes, step 106 is executed, if no, step 108 is executed.
The object is fulfilled by a method for controlling a friction
clutch in a drivetrain of a motor vehicle by means of a clutch
actuator, on the basis of a clutch model in which a nominal
characteristic curve of the clutch torque which is transmitted
by the friction clutch is adapted continuously to current oper-
ating parameters, where the friction clutch is operated using
different sets of operating parameters during a running-in
phase and a post-running-in phase of the friction clutch. By
this means, it is possible to provide a separate control of the
friction clutch for each of the two operating states, namely a
friction clutch in the running-in state and in the post-running-
in state, which indeed provides a control of the friction clutch
in each case on the basis of a clutch model using a nominal
characteristic curve, but whose operating parameters are
designed for the two states. The type of parameterizing and
the realization of the set point values can be different in the
different sets, with the provision of achieving greater driving
comfort. For example, the nominal characteristic curve using
a set of operating parameters adapted for general driving
operation with the friction clutch already run in is retained,
and the set of operating parameters in the running-in state of
the friction clutch is adapted to this operating state.

In one embodiment, it is advantageous in this connection to
change the temperature-dependence of the coeficient of fric-
tion, since the coefficient of friction for a friction clutch
differs significantly from the temperature behavior of a fric-
tion clutch that has been run in. The temperature behavior of
the coefficient of friction can be specified in the characteristic
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on the basis of empirically obtained data, as forms or in a
similar manner. Furthermore, modified and adaptable oper-
ating parameters in the set for the running-in process can also
be applied, for example, as the adaptation of a general change
of the temperature, temperature gradients, friction, speed of
rotation, slip speed and the like.

Since the running-in process runs continuously, it is advan-
tageous to transform the set of the running-in state to the set
of'the post-running-in state of the friction clutch with increas-
ing operation of the friction clutch. A measure of the transi-
tion from the running-in state to the post-running-in state can
be provided, as a function of energy input into the friction
clutch. For example, energy input into the friction clutch,
such as frictional energy of 10 MIJ, can be provided as the
threshold for the transition from the running-in state to the
post-running-in state. At the same time, the development of
the operating parameter can be controlled, for example, by
appropriate weighting of the adaptation results, independent
of'the energy input, so that at the threshold at the transition of
the two sets to each other the adapted state of the operating
parameters during the running-in phase corresponds essen-
tially to the parameterizing of the operating parameters in the
unchanged state of the post-running-in friction clutch, so that
in effect a constant and flowing transition of the two states to
each other can occur. The threshold of the transition can be
set, definable by additional parameters. For example, the
threshold can be dependent on the driving behavior of the
driver over time, on the outside temperature integrated over
the time period of the running-in state, the number of clutch
processes, the number and intensity of the slip processes
and/or the like.

Operating parameters of the friction clutch may be, for
example, the coefficient of friction, a contact point, a shape of
the characteristic and/or a clutch hysteresis of the friction
clutch. In this case, the coefficient of friction and the contact
point reflect the position of the characteristic in the field
spanned by the clutch torque and the set point value. The
shape of the characteristic curve reflects the behavior of the
coefficient of friction, for example, non-linear, which further-
more can differ from the post-running-in state in the case of a
friction clutch. The hysteresis reflects the direction-depen-
dent behavior of the clutch torque when disengaging and
engaging the friction clutch.

In one embodiment, a frequency of the adaptation of the
operating parameters and/or an execution of an adaptation are
undertaken differently in the two sets under specified operat-
ing conditions of the drivetrain. Due to the increased variabil-
ity of the torque transmission behavior of the friction clutch in
the running-in state, it is advantageous to increase the fre-
quency of adaptation of the operating parameters. This can be
achieved by changing the adaptation conditions which are
usual in the post-running-in state. For example, the frequency
of the adaptation can be increased by lowering the torque
threshold of the combustion engine, by expanding a valid
range for speeds of rotation, by detecting friction levels or
adapting at less precise engine torques, for example, during a
torque intervention in the combustion engine, during transi-
tion from idling to driving of the motor vehicle, during an
onset of torque caused by a turbocharger and the like, in
which case the reliability of these adaptations can be evalu-
ated on their own.

When using special adaptation situations, for example,
learning a contact point by means of torque ramps when
standing still with a gear selected or the speed of rotation of
the transmission input shaft with a non-active friction clutch
in a dual-clutch transmission, the rate of repetition of the
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corresponding adaptation steps in the running-in state of the
friction clutch can be increased.

Alternatively or in addition, an adaptation effective on at
least one operating parameter can be carried out at different
speeds in the two sets. For example, in addition to increasing
the adaptation frequency, an additional increase in the speed
of adaptation can be appropriate. This can be achieved
directly, for example, by increasing the reinforcement of
return to the adaptive parameters. In this case, through the use
of minimum error bands an error or erroneous amount of an
operating parameter found through adaptation can be adapted
only partially, so that in total through a plurality of adaptation
steps a possibly correct value of a prior adaptation is specified
more slowly, and greatly fluctuating adaptation values are
averaged. For example, in the stationary case of adaptation
values that are not completely executed over the set point
value, the corresponding torque errors at the friction clutch
are in act greater, but in the dynamic case they are smaller due
to their averaging function.

Alternatively or in addition, during the running-in phase at
least one adapted operating parameter can be pre-controlled
prior to regulation. For example, in an inactive friction clutch
of a dual-clutch transmission, it can be beneficial to pre-
control the adaptive parameters in addition to the existing
compensations, above all if the friction clutch has been inac-
tive already for an extended time and it can be assumed that
the transmission behavior has changed. Since hard shifts/hard
clutch engagement are regarded as more critical than easy
excursions of the combustion engine, the slight increase in the
coefficient of friction of the inactive friction clutch can be
advantageous. Through the additionally occurring slippage or
a slip phase prolonged thereby, the frequency of adaptation
can also be increased.

In another embodiment, it is also advantageous if at least
one operating parameter is adapted asymmetrically during
the running-in phase in support of increased driving comfort.
In this case, easy excursion of the combustion engine is
advantageous to hard clutch engagement, and in this respect
an asymmetrical adaptation of at least one operating param-
eter acting in this direction is advantageous. This can be
achieved, for example, by using different reinforcements of
return when adapting operating parameters, depending on
arithmetic signs of the latter. For example, as a result of the
asymmetrical adaptation of the coefficient of friction with the
same torque error, it is possible to adapt upward more quickly
than downward. It is also possible to provide different error
thresholds for positive or negative torque errors at which an
adaptation is carried out at all. For example, an adaptation of
the coefficient of friction can occur when the torque error is
greater than 10 Nm or smaller than —20 Nm.

Finally, alternatively or in addition, there can be provision
in the control method to increase operating states with a
slipping friction clutch during a running-in phase compared
to the post-running-in phase. In the increase in the proportion
of driving with slipping friction clutch, the frequency of adap-
tation can be increased automatically in this case. Due to the
higher proportion of slippage itself, on the one hand the
driving comfort increases in this case, and on the other hand,
through the more frequent adaptation processes of the friction
clutch its torque precision of the clutch torque is increased,
which again results in an increase in the driving comfort.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling a friction clutch in a drivetrain
of'a motor vehicle by means of a clutch actuator, comprising:

transitioning from a running-in phase of the friction clutch

to a post-running-in phase for the friction clutch based
on a threshold, wherein the threshold is selected from a
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group consisting of energy input to the friction clutch,

driving behavior of a driver, a number of clutch pro-

cesses, and a number and intensity of slip processes for
the friction clutch;

operating the friction clutch using:

a first set of operating parameters during the running-in
phase; and,

a second set of operating parameters, different from the
first set of operating parameters, during the post-run-
ning-in-phase of the friction clutch;

specitying from a clutch model, a clutch torque to be trans-

mitted and at least one set point value which produces

the clutch torque;

establishing a connection, with a nominal characteristic

curve, between the set point value and the clutch torque;

transmitting the clutch torque by the friction clutch; and,
continuously adapting, using the clutch model, the nominal
characteristic curve of the clutch torque;

according to the first set of operating parameters during
the running-in phase; and,

according to the second set of operating parameters dur-
ing the post-running-in phase.

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the operating
parameters of the friction clutch are a coefficient of friction, a
contact point, a shape of the characteristic curve or a clutch
hysteresis of the friction clutch.

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the operating
parameters of the friction clutch are a coefficient of friction, a
contact point, a shape of the characteristic curve and a clutch
hysteresis of the friction clutch.

4. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

undertaking a frequency of the adaptation of the operating

parameters or an execution of an adaptation ditferently
in the first and second sets under specified operating
conditions of the drivetrain.

5. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

undertaking a frequency of the adaptation of the operating

parameters and an execution of an adaptation ditferently
in the first and second sets under specified operating
conditions of the drivetrain.

6. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

carrying out an adaptation effective on at least one operat-

ing parameter in the first and second sets at different
speeds.

7. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

pre-controlling, during the running-in phase, at least one

adapted operating parameter prior to regulation.

8. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

adapting asymmetrically, during the running-in phase, at

least one operating parameter in support of increased
driving comfort.

9. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:

increasing, during a running-in phase, operating states,

with a slipping friction clutch, compared to the post-
running-in phase.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one set point
includes:

a first set point for the running-in phase; and,

a second set point, different from the first set point, for the

post-running-in phase.
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11. A method for controlling a friction clutch in a drivetrain
of'a motor vehicle by means of a clutch actuator, comprising:

operating the friction clutch using:

a first set of operating parameters during a running-in
phase in which friction linings for the friction clutch
are in a new condition or have not yet adapted to each
other; and,

a second set of operating parameters, different from the
first set of operating parameters, during a post-run-
ning-in phase of the friction clutch in which the fric-
tion linings for the friction clutch are not in the new
condition or have adapted to each other;

specifying from a clutch model, a clutch torque to be trans-
mitted and at least one set point value which produces
the clutch torque;

establishing a connection, with a nominal characteristic
curve, between the set point value and the clutch torque;

transmitting the clutch torque by the friction clutch; and,

continuously adapting, using the clutch model, the nominal
characteristic curve of the clutch torque:

according to the first set of operating parameters during
the running-in phase; and,

according to the second set of operating parameters dur-
ing the post-running-in phase.

12. A method for controlling a friction clutch in a drivetrain
of'a motor vehicle by means of a clutch actuator, comprising:
operating the friction clutch using:

a first set of operating parameters during a running-in
phase in which friction linings for the friction clutch
are in a new condition or have not yet adapted to each
other; and,

a second set of operating parameters, different from the
first set of operating parameters, during a post-run-
ning-in phase of the friction clutch in which the fric-
tion linings for the friction clutch are not in the new
condition or have adapted to each other;

specifying from a clutch model, a clutch torque to be trans-
mitted and at least one set point value which produces
the clutch torque;

establishing a connection, with a nominal characteristic
curve, between the set point value and the clutch torque;

transmitting the clutch torque by the friction clutch; and,

continuously adapting, using the clutch model, the nominal
characteristic curve of the clutch torque:
according to the first set of operating parameters during
the running-in phase; and,
according to the second set of operating parameters dur-
ing the post-running-in phase, wherein the at least one
set of point value includes:

a first set point for the running-in phase; and,
a second set point, different from the first set point, for the
post-running-in phase.
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