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1
TANK STORAGE DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention broadly relates to a storage device
for dive tanks, and, more particularly, to an inflatable storage
device operatively arranged to be expandable in order to hold
dive tanks but also collapsible for compact, easy storage.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A dive tank, also referred to as a diving cylinder or scuba
tank, is a gas cylinder used to store and transport high pressure
breathing gas primarily used while scuba diving. Because
dive tanks contain pressurized air, they can be hazardous if
not stored properly or if mishandled during transport. There-
fore, it is preferable that dive tanks are stored in a substan-
tially upright position as opposed to a horizontal position.
Furthermore, since dive tanks act as a life support means
while a diver is underwater, extra precautions should be taken
to prevent damage, marring, and scratches to the tanks, which
can eventually lead to corrosion. Nevertheless, dive tanks are
often times left on the deck of a boat, loose and unsecured.

Storage devices used to store and transport dive tanks are
well known. Dive tanks typically have an internal volume of
between 0.11 and 0.64 cubic feet. The base of the tank typi-
cally ranges in diameter between 3 to 8 inches and the height
typically varies between 10 to 30 inches, with the most com-
mon size tank having approximately a 7.25-inch base and
approximately a 25- to 26-inch height. A problem with prior
tank storage devices is that they are generally hard and rigid,
which can present several problems. First, the rigidity of the
storage device limits the size of the dive tanks that can be
accommodated. Second, they can be bulky and cumbersome
to transport, and when not in use, they take up valuable space
on the deck of a boat. Third, hard and rigid tank storage
devices can pose a safety hazard on a boat.

One tank storage device, found in U.S. Pat. No. 6,405,882
(Baxter), includes a plurality of molded cylinders, made from
plastic, resin, fiberglass, etc., and a frame. Each cylinder has
a bottom surface, a top surface, and a throughbore that
extends from the top surface to slightly above the bottom
surface. As mentioned above, a disadvantage of this type of
tank storage device is that it is made of a hard, rigid material,
which limits the size of tanks that can be held. Additionally,
the hard material can scratch the surface of the tanks, causing
them to corrode. Furthermore, the hard material can also
present a safety hazard for divers on a boat because the hard
material can cause injury to a diver if a diver abuts against the
device or if the device topples over onto the diver. A further
disadvantage is that the reference device does not collapse;
and therefore, it would be large and difficult to store when not
in use, taking up already limited space on a boat.

Another tank storage device, shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,299,
721 (Cummings), comprises a receptacle, a cover covering
the receptacle interior and having holes for receiving scuba
tanks, and lock plates adjustably and slidably mounted on
side walls of the receptacle that engage with the boat. The
reference tank storage device is made from plastic, wood,
metal, etc. As mentioned above, a disadvantage of this type of
tank storage device is that it is made of a hard, rigid material,
which limits the size of tanks that can be held, and because it
does not collapse, it would be large and difficult to store when
not in use. Furthermore, it is not portable, as permanent
hardware mounted to the boat is required to secure and sta-
bilize the device.
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U.S. Pat. No. 7,341,377 (Baxter) discloses a container bag
for storing cylindrical tanks, such as dive tanks, comprising
mesh or canvas sides, at least two openings for storing cylin-
drical tanks, a bottom cover, a lid, and carry handles. Baxter
discloses that the tank storage device is made of mesh or
canvas siding. Mesh material is generally not durable and can
be prone to rips and tears, while many canvas materials are be
prone to mold and mildew when exposed to water. Addition-
ally, the mesh or canvas siding offers little protection from the
tank surface being scuffed or marred. Furthermore, the mesh
or canvas material limits the size of dive tanks that can be
accommodated.

Thus, there is a long-felt need for a device that can accom-
modate various sizes of dive tanks. There is also a long-felt
need for a storage device that can expand to hold dive tanks
when in use and that can collapse to be compact for easy
storage and to conserve space on a boat when not in use.
Additionally, there is a long-felt need for a device that is soft
and flexible, which not only protects the integrity of the dive
tanks while they are being held but also lowers the risk of
injury to divers. Furthermore, there is a long-felt need for a
dive tank storage device that is durable and resistant to the
elements.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
device for holding at least one dive tank. The device generally
has at least one inflation valve, a top wall including at least
one top opening, a bottom wall, a plurality of side walls
connecting the top and bottom walls, at least one chamber at
least partially enclosed by the top, bottom, and side walls, and
a plurality of sleeves. Each sleeve includes a respective top
end bounded by a respective top opening, a respective bottom
end, and a respective body connecting the top and bottom
ends and forming a respective space at least partially enclosed
by the respective body. The at least one inflation valve is
arranged to introduce into the at least one chamber a medium
to inflate the device. When the device is inflated the respective
space is arranged to receive and hold a respective dive tank,
and the respective bottom end is arranged to support the
respective dive tank. Moreover, the respective bottom end is
integral with the bottom wall and the bottom wall is made of
a solid material not capable of inflation with the medium.
Preferably, the plurality of sleeves partially encloses the at
least one chamber. The respective bottom end is substantially
the same size as or smaller than the respective top opening.

In one embodiment, the at least one chamber includes first
and second airtight chambers with a common wall connecting
the first and second airtight chambers. The at least one infla-
tion valve includes first and second inflation valves for the
first and second airtight chambers, respectively. The first air-
tight chamber includes the top wall, the second airtight cham-
ber includes the bottom wall, and the plurality of sleeves is
partially disposed in each of the first and second airtight
chambers. Additionally, the first airtight chamber includes a
first portion of the plurality of side walls and the second
airtight chamber includes a second portion of the plurality of
side walls. The first airtight chamber is enclosed by the top
wall, the first portion of the plurality of side walls, the com-
mon wall, and respective first portions of the plurality of
sleeves including the respective top openings. The second
airtight chamber is enclosed by the bottom wall, the second
portion of the plurality of side walls, the common wall, and
respective second portions of the plurality of sleeves includ-
ing the respective bottom end. Additionally, the bottom end of
each sleeve further includes at least one drainage aperture and
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at least one of the plurality of side walls includes a handle.
Furthermore, each sleeve further comprises an insert dis-
posed within the space proximate to the bottom end of each
sleeve and the bottom wall includes at least one foot tab
extending outwardly therefrom.

Preferably, the device is substantially rectangular in shape
and the top opening of each sleeve is substantially oblong or
circular in shape. Furthermore, the top opening of each sleeve
has a diameter D, wherein diameter D is approximately
24.765 centimeters. The device has a length [, a width W, and
a height H. Preferably, the length L is approximately 90
centimeters, the width W is approximately 60 centimeters,
and the height H is approximately 50 centimeters. However, it
should be appreciated that the device, top openings, and
sleeves can vary in size, shape, and configuration. Moreover,
the device is preferably made of a polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
material, such as an 1,100 decitex PVC material. However, it
should be appreciated that the device can be made of any
suitable material known in the art.

In another embodiment, the assembly generally includes at
least two modules. Each module has at least one inflation
valve, a top wall including a plurality of top openings, a
bottom wall, a plurality of side walls connecting the top and
bottom walls, at least one chamber at least partially enclosed
by the top, bottom, and side walls, and a plurality of sleeves.
Each sleeve includes a respective top end bounded by a
respective top opening, a respective bottom end, and a respec-
tive body connecting the top and bottom ends and forming a
respective space at least partially enclosed by the respective
body. The at least one inflation valve is arranged to introduce
into the at least one airtight chamber a medium to inflate the
device. When the device is inflated the respective space is
arranged to receive and hold a respective dive tank and the
respective bottom end is arranged to support the respective
dive tank. Moreover, the respective bottom end is integral
with the bottom wall and the bottom wall is made of a solid
material not capable of inflation with the medium. Further-
more, each module includes a plurality of teeth, where the
plurality of teeth is disposed along the surface of at least one
side wall, such that when a first module is paired with a
second module, the plurality of teeth on each corresponding
module interlock to form a zipper.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The nature and mode of operation of the present invention
will now be more fully described in the following detailed
description of the invention taken with the accompanying
drawing figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the tank
storage device of the present invention, shown secured to a
boat and holding two dive tanks;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the tank storage device of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the tank storage device
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view of the tank storage
device of FIG. 1,

FIG. 5is top plan view of the tank storage device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the tank storage device,
taken generally along line 6-6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the tank storage device,
taken generally along line 7-7 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 8 is bottom plan view of the tank storage device of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the
tank storage device, depicting four sleeves; and,
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FIG. 10 1s a perspective view of yet another embodiment of
the tank storage device, showing an assembly including a
plurality of modules connected to one another via interlock-
ing teeth.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural root elements of the invention.
Moreover, although any methods, devices or materials similar
or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the
practice or testing of these embodiments, some embodiments
of methods, devices, and materials are now described.

Furthermore, it is understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and, as such, may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular aspects only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present invention, which is limited only
by the appended claims.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. It should be appreciated that the term “substantially™
is synonymous with terms such as “nearly”, “very nearly”,
“about”, “approximately”, “around”, “bordering on”, “close
t0”, “essentially”, “in the neighborhood of”, “in the vicinity
of”, etc., and such terms may be used interchangeably as
appearing in the specification and claims. Although any meth-
ods, devices or materials similar or equivalent to those
described herein can be used in the practice or testing of the
invention, the preferred methods, devices, and materials are
now described.

Adverting now to the figures, FIG. 1 illustrates one
embodiment of the tank storage device of the present inven-
tion. FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the
tank storage device, hereinafter referred to as device 10. As
depicted in FIG. 1, bottom wall 13 (not shown in FIG. 1) of
device 10 is adapted to rest upon a substantially horizontal
surface, such as boat deck 91, so that dive tanks 93a, 935 can
be safely stored in a substantially upright position. As an
additional safety feature, device 10 is shown secured to boat
90 via mounting brackets 92a, 926. Handles 26a-d (not
shown in FIG. 1) can be secured to mounting brackets 92a,
92b through a variety of means, such as by connecting the
handle to the mounting bracket via a rope or a bungee cord.

The following should be viewed in light of FIGS. 1 through
8. The following discussion in directed to device 10; however,
it should be understood that the discussion is applicable to
device 40 and assembly 50 as well. Generally, device 10
includes inflation valves 21a, 215, top wall 12 which includes
top openings 16a-f, bottom wall 13, side walls 23a-d connect-
ing top wall 12 and bottom wall 13, and chamber 11, and
plurality of sleeves 18a-f. Chamber 11 is at least partially
enclosed by top wall 12, bottom wall 13, and plurality of side
walls 23a-d.

In one embodiment device 10 is substantially rectangular
in shape and each top opening 16a-f of each sleeve 18a-fis
substantially oblong or circular in shape. Top wall 12 and
bottom wall 13 are diametrically opposed to one another and
are connected by four (4) side walls 23a, 235, 23¢, and 23d.
For example, side wall 23a extends upwardly from and sub-
stantially perpendicular to bottom wall 13 and extends down-
wardly from and substantially perpendicular to top wall 12,
such that side wall 23« intersects both top wall 12 and bottom
wall 13 at substantially right angles. Side wall 2356 extends
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upwardly from and substantially perpendicular to bottom
wall 13 and extends downwardly from and substantially per-
pendicular to top wall 12, such that side wall 235 intersects
both top wall 12 and bottom wall 13 at substantially right
angles. Side wall 23¢ extends upwardly from and substan-
tially perpendicular to bottom wall 13 and extends down-
wardly from and substantially perpendicular to top wall 12,
such that side wall 23¢ intersects both top wall 12 and bottom
wall 13 at substantially right angles. Side wall 234 extends
upwardly from and substantially perpendicular to bottom
wall 13 and extends downwardly from and substantially per-
pendicular to top wall 12, such that side wall 234 intersects
both top wall 12 and bottom wall 13 at substantially right
angles. Furthermore, side wall 23¢ is adjacent and substan-
tially perpendicular to side wall 236 and side wall 23d, and
diametrically opposed to side wall 23¢. Side wall 235 is
adjacent and substantially perpendicular to side wall 23a¢ and
side wall 23¢, and diametrically opposed to side wall 23d4.
Side wall 23c¢ is adjacent and substantially perpendicular to
side wall 235 and side wall 234, and diametrically opposed to
side wall 23a. Side wall 234 is adjacent and substantially
perpendicular to side wall 23a and side wall 23¢, and dia-
metrically opposed to side wall 234.

As shown in FIG. 5, the top opening of each sleeve has
diameter D, where diameter D is approximately 24.765 cen-
timeters. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, device 10 has length L,
width W, and height H. In a preferred embodiment, length L.
is approximately 90 centimeters, width W is approximately
60 centimeters, and height H is approximately 50 centime-
ters. However, it should be appreciated that the device can
vary in size, shape, and configuration.

As shown in the figures, sleeves 18a-f partially enclose
chamber 11. In one embodiment, device 10 includes six (6)
sleeves 18a, 185, 18¢, 184, 18¢, and 18f. Each sleeve 18a-f
includes respective top end 19a-f bounded by respective top
opening 16a-f, respective bottom end 20a-f, and respective
body 17a-f connecting top ends 19a-f'and bottom ends 20a-f,
respectively, which form respective space 27a-f at least par-
tially enclosed by respective body 17a-f. It should be appre-
ciated that, preferably, each respective bottom end is integral
with the bottom wall and the bottom wall is made of a solid
material not capable of inflation with the medium, as depicted
in FIGS. 6 and 7.

For example, sleeve 18a includes top end 19a bounded by
top opening 16a, bottom end 20a, and body 174, which form
space 27a. Body 17a extends upwardly from and substan-
tially perpendicular to bottom end 20a and extends down-
wardly from and substantially perpendicular to top end 19a,
such that bottom end 20a and top end 19qa are diametrically
opposed to one another. Space 27a is partially enclosed by
body 17a, such that space 27a is enclosed by bottom end 20a
and exposed by top opening 16a. Sleeve 185 includes top end
195 bounded by top opening 165, bottom end 205, and body
175, which form space 27b. Body 1756 extends upwardly from
and substantially perpendicular to bottom end 205 and
extends downwardly from and substantially perpendicular to
top end 195, such that bottom end 2056 and top end 195 are
diametrically opposed to one another. Space 275 is partially
enclosed by body 1754, such that space 2756 is enclosed by
bottom end 205 and exposed by top opening 165. Sleeve 18¢
includes top end 19¢ bounded by top opening 16¢, bottom end
20c¢, and body 17¢, which form space 27¢. Body 17¢ extends
upwardly from and substantially perpendicular to bottom end
20c¢ and extends downwardly from and substantially perpen-
dicular to top end 19¢, such that bottom end 20c¢ and top end
19¢ are diametrically opposed to one another. Space 27¢ is
partially enclosed by body 17¢, such that space 27¢ is
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enclosed by bottom end 20c¢ and exposed by top opening 16c¢.
Sleeve 184 includes top end 194 bounded by top opening 164,
bottom end 204, and body 174, which form space 274. Body
17d extends upwardly from and substantially perpendicular
to bottom end 204 and extends downwardly from and sub-
stantially perpendicular to top end 194, such that bottom end
20d and top end 194 are diametrically opposed to one another.
Space 274 is partially enclosed by body 174, such that space
27d is enclosed by bottom end 204 and exposed by top open-
ing 16d. Sleeve 18¢ includes top end 19¢ bounded by top
opening 16e, bottom end 20e, and body 17e, which form
space 27¢. Body 17e extends upwardly from and substantially
perpendicular to bottom end 20e and extends downwardly
from and substantially perpendicular to top end 19e, such that
bottom end 20e and top end 19¢ are diametrically opposed to
one another. Space 27¢ is partially enclosed by body 17e, such
that space 27¢ is enclosed by bottom end 20e and exposed by
top opening 16e. Sleeve 18fincludes top end 19/ bounded by
top opening 16, bottom end 207, and body 17f, which form
space 27f. Body 17fextends upwardly from and substantially
perpendicular to bottom end 20f and extends downwardly
from and substantially perpendicular to top end 19/, such that
bottom end 20 and top end 197 are diametrically opposed to
one another. Space 27f1s partially enclosed by body 17/, such
that space 27f1s enclosed by bottom end 20f'and exposed by
top opening 161

In one embodiment chamber 11 includes first airtight
chamber 14 and second airtight chamber 15. As shown in
FIGS. 6 and 7, common wall 32 is substantially parallel to and
connects first chamber 14 and second chamber 15. First
chamber 14 includes top wall 12 and second chamber 15
includes bottom wall 13. Each sleeve 18a-f'is partially dis-
posed in both first chamber 14 and second chamber 15. Addi-
tionally, first chamber 14 includes first portion 33a-d of side
walls 23a-d, respectively, and second chamber 15 includes
second portion 34a-d of side walls 23a-d, respectively. First
chamber 14 is enclosed by top wall 12, first portion 33a-d of
side walls 23a-d, common wall 32, and respective first por-
tions of sleeves 18a-fincluding respective top openings 16a-f.
Second chamber 15 is enclosed by bottom wall 13, second
portion 34a-d of side walls 23a-d, common wall 32, and
respective second portions of sleeves 18a-fincluding respec-
tive bottom ends 20a-f-

Furthermore, first portion 33a is adjacent and substantially
perpendicular to first portion 335 and first portion 33d, and
diametrically opposed to first portion 33c¢. First portion 335 is
adjacent and substantially perpendicular to first portion 33a
and first portion 33¢, and diametrically opposed to first por-
tion 33d. First portion 33c¢ is adjacent and substantially per-
pendicular to first portion 336 and first portion 33d, and
diametrically opposed to first portion 33a. First portion 33d is
adjacent and substantially perpendicular to first portion 335
and first portion 33d, and diametrically opposed to first por-
tion 3354. Similarly, second portion 34a is adjacent and sub-
stantially perpendicular to second portion 346 and second
portion 34d, and diametrically opposed to second portion
34c. Second portion 345 is adjacent and substantially perpen-
dicular to second portion 34a and second portion 34¢, and
diametrically opposed to second portion 34d. Second portion
34c¢ is adjacent and substantially perpendicular to second
portion 345 and second portion 34d, and diametrically
opposed to second portion 34a. Second portion 344 is adja-
cent and substantially perpendicular to second portion 345
and second portion 344, and diametrically opposed to second
portion 344.

Inflation valves 21a, 215 are arranged to introduce a
medium into airtight chambers 14, 15, respectively, to inflate



US 9,156,531 B2

7

device 10. First inflation valve 214 is affixed via first attach-
ment means 22q to first portion 33d of side wall 234, such that
first inflation valve 21a is disposed substantially perpendicu-
lar to first portion 33d of side wall 23d. A pressurized medium
is introduced into first inflation valve 21a to inflate first air-
tight chamber 14. Second inflation valve 215 is affixed via
second attachment means 225 to second portion 344 of side
wall 234, such that second inflation valve 215 is disposed
substantially perpendicular to second portion 344 of side wall
23d. A pressurized medium is introduced into second infla-
tion valve 215 to inflate second airtight chamber 15.

In one embodiment, side wall 23« includes straps 254, 25b
and handles 264, 265, respectively, and side wall 23¢ includes
straps 25¢, 25d and handles 26¢, 26d, respectively. Straps
25a, 25b are disposed substantially parallel to first portion
33a of side wall 23a. Strap 255 extends outwardly from first
portion 33a and slants upwardly at approximately a 35-degree
angle, whereas strap 25a extends outwardly from first portion
33a and continues such that strap 25a is substantially parallel
with the horizontal surface upon which the device rests.
Straps 25¢, 25d are disposed substantially parallel to first
portion 33c¢ of side wall 23¢. Strap 25d extends outwardly
from first portion 33¢ and slants upwardly at approximately a
35-degree angle, whereas strap 25¢ extends outwardly from
first portion 33¢ and continues such that strap 25¢ is substan-
tially parallel with the horizontal surface upon which the
device rests. Handles 26a, 265 are secured to straps 25a, 255,
respectively, and handles 26¢, 264 are secured to straps 25¢,
254, respectively. It should be understood that the straps can
be mounted to the device by any suitable means known in the
art, as well as the handles can be secured to the straps by any
suitable means known in the art.

In order to store and transport the dive tanks, individual
dive tanks, as shown in FIG. 1, are inserted via corresponding
top openings into respective spaces within each sleeve, when
the device is inflated. Each sleeve accommodates a single dive
tank. It should be appreciated that while each sleeve is pref-
erably arranged to hold a dive tank, it may support any type of
tank, such as a helium tank, a propane tank, an air storage
tanks, etc., or any tank known in the art. The body of each
sleeve surrounds the dive tank in order to hold the tank in a
substantially upright position within each space. Addition-
ally, the bottom end of each sleeve is arranged to support the
respective dive tank. Furthermore, bottom wall 13 includes
foot tabs 24a-d. Each foot tab 24a-d is disposed substantially
planar to and extending outwardly from a respective corner of
bottom wall 13. Each foot tab is provided so that a user can
step on one of the foot tabs depending on the location of the
dive tanks within the sleeves, and hold down the device, while
pulling upwardly on the dive tank to remove it from the
sleeve.

As shown in FIGS. 6 and 8, each bottom end 20a-f'of each
sleeve 18a-f, further includes drainage apertures 29a-f,
respectively. For example, drainage aperture 29a is located
proximate to the center of bottom end 20a. Drainage aperture
295 is located proximate to the center of bottom end 205.
Drainage aperture 29¢ is located proximate to the center of
bottom end 20c. Drainage aperture 294 is located proximate
to the center of bottom end 20d. Drainage aperture 29¢ is
located proximate to the center of bottom end 20e. Drainage
aperture 29f'is located proximate to the center of bottom end
20f. Optionally, each sleeve 18a-fincludes respective insert
28a-f disposed within respective space 27a-f proximate to
bottom end 20a-f of each respective sleeve 18a-f. For
example, insert 28a is disposed within space 27a proximate to
bottom end 20a. Insert 284 is disposed within space 27b
proximate to bottom end 205. Insert 28¢ is disposed within
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space 27¢ proximate to bottom end 20c. Insert 284 is disposed
within space 274 proximate to bottom end 20d. Insert 28e is
disposed within space 27e¢ proximate to bottom end 20e.
Insert 28f'is disposed within space 27f proximate to bottom
end 20f° Moreover, each insert 28a-f includes respective
insert aperture 31a-f, where each insert aperture corresponds
with a drainage aperture to permit water or other fluids to
easily drain out of the respective sleeve. In one embodiment,
the inserts may be inflatable and made of a PVC material
similar to the device. In another embodiment, the inserts may
be made of a foam material. However, it should be appreci-
ated that the inserts can be made of any suitable material
known inthe art and can vary in size and shape. The inserts are
included to protect the respective bottom ends from wearing
due to the constant insertion and removal of a dive tank.

FIG. 9 illustrates another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, similar to the embodiment of device 10. In this embodi-
ment, device 40 is shown having four (4) sleeves 48a-d as
opposed to six (6) sleeves, as shown in the embodiment of the
device in FIGS. 1 through 8. It should be understood that
devices 10, 40 are not limited to a particular quantity of
sleeves and that other numbers of sleeves, other than those
shown in the figures of the present disclosure, are possible.

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view of yet another embodiment of
the tank storage device, showing assembly 50 having plural-
ity of modules 51a-d secured to one another via a zipper. Each
module 51a-d includes a single sleeve 58a-d, respectively.
Each module 51a-d further includes a plurality of teeth,
where the plurality of teeth is disposed along the surface of at
least one side wall, such that when a first module is paired
with a second module, the plurality of teeth on each corre-
sponding module interlock to form a zipper 52a-52¢. For
example, module 51a is connected to module 515 via zipper
52a, module 515 is connected to module 51c¢ via zipper 525,
and module 51c¢ is connected to module 51d via zipper 52¢.

Devices 10, 40, and assembly 50 can be made of any
suitable material known in the art, including, but not limited
to plastic, such as polyvinyl chloride (PVC), and more par-
ticularly, 1,100 decitex PVC material. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the PVC material is approximately 0.75 millimeters
thick. However, it should be appreciated that the device or
assembly can be made of any suitable material known in the
art and be any thickness.

Thus, it is seen that the objects of the present invention are
efficiently obtained, although modifications and changes to
the invention should be readily apparent to those having ordi-
nary skill in the art, which modifications are intended to be
within the spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. It also
is understood that the foregoing description is illustrative of
the present invention and should not be considered as limit-
ing. Therefore, other embodiments of the present invention
are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for holding tanks, comprising:

at least two inflation valves;

a top wall including at least one top opening;

a bottom wall;

a common wall;

a plurality of side walls connecting the top and bottom
walls;

at least two chambers at least partially enclosed by the top,
bottom, common, and side walls, wherein each chamber
includes at least one of the at least two inflation valves;
and,
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a plurality of sleeves, each sleeve including:

a respective top end bounded by a respective top open-
ing;

a respective bottom end; and,

a respective body connecting the top and bottom ends
and forming a respective space at least partially
enclosed by the respective body, wherein:
each of the at least two inflation valves are arranged to

introduce into each of the at least two chambers a
medium to inflate the device; and,
when the device is inflated:
the respective space is arranged to receive and hold
a respective tank; and,
the respective bottom end is arranged to support the
respective tank, wherein the respective bottom
end is integral with the bottom wall and the bot-
tom wall is comprised of a solid material not
capable of inflation with the medium and the at
least two chambers are capable of inflation with
the medium.
2. The device of claim 1, wherein the plurality of sleeves
partially encloses the at least two chambers.
3. The device of claim 1, wherein the respective bottom end
is substantially the same size as the respective top opening.
4. The device of claim 1, wherein the respective bottom end
is smaller than the respective top opening.
5. The device of claim 1, wherein:
the at least two chambers includes first and second airtight
chambers with a common wall connecting the first and
second airtight chambers;
the at least two inflation valves includes first and second
inflation valves for the first and second airtight cham-
bers, respectively;
the first airtight chamber includes the top wall;
the second airtight chamber includes the bottom wall; and,
the plurality of sleeves is partially disposed in each of the
first and second airtight chambers.
6. The device of claim 5, wherein:
the first airtight chamber includes a first portion of the
plurality of side walls; and,
the second airtight chamber includes a second portion of
the plurality of side walls.
7. The device of claim 6, wherein:
the first airtight chamber is enclosed by the top wall, the
first portion of the plurality of side walls, the common
wall, and respective first portions of the plurality of
sleeves including the respective top openings; and,
the second airtight chamber is enclosed by the bottom wall,
the second portion of the plurality of side walls, the
common wall, and respective second portions of the
plurality of sleeves including the respective bottom
ends.
8. The device of claim 1, wherein the bottom end of each
sleeve further comprises at least one drainage aperture.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the plu- >

rality of side walls includes a handle.
10. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is substan-
tially rectangular in shape.

10

20

25

30

40

45

10

11. The device of claim 1, wherein the top opening of each
sleeve is substantially oblong in shape.

12. The device of claim 1, wherein the top opening of each
sleeve is substantially circular in shape.

13. The device of claim 1, wherein the top opening of each
sleeve has a diameter D, wherein diameter D is approximately
24.765 centimeters.

14. The device of claim 1, has a length [, a width W, and a
height H, wherein the length L. is approximately 90 centime-
ters, the width W is approximately 60 centimeters, and the
height H is approximately 50 centimeters.

15. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is made of a
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) material.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the device is made of
1,100 decitex PVC material.

17. The device of claim 1, wherein each sleeve further
comprises an insert disposed within the space proximate to
the bottom end of each sleeve.

18. The device of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall includes
at least one foot tab extending outwardly therefrom.

19. An assembly for holding tanks, comprising:

at least two modules, each module including:

at least one inflation valve;

a top wall including a plurality of top openings;

a bottom wall;

a common wall;

a plurality of side walls connecting the top and bottom
walls;

at least one chamber at least partially enclosed by the
top, bottom, and side walls;

a plurality of sleeves, each sleeve including:
arespective top end bounded by a respective top open-

mg;

a respective bottom end; and,

a respective body connecting the top and bottom ends
and forming a respective space at least partially
enclosed by the respective body, wherein:
the at least one inflation valve is arranged to intro-

duce into the at least one chamber a medium to
inflate the device; and,
when the device is inflated:

the respective space is arranged to receive and
hold a respective tank;

the respective bottom end is arranged to support
the respective tank, wherein the respective bot-
tom end is integral with the bottom wall and the
bottom wall is comprised of a solid material not
capable of inflation with the medium and the at
least one chamber is capable of inflation with the
medium; and,

a plurality of teeth, wherein the plurality of teeth is
disposed along the surface of at least one side wall,
such that when a first module is paired with a second
module, the plurality of teeth on each corresponding
module interlock.

20. The device of claim 19, wherein the plurality of teeth on
each corresponding module interlock to form a zipper.
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