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(57) ABSTRACT

A sensor for measuring at least one measurement variable,
a sensor network which has several sensors and a method for
operating the sensor network. The sensor initially has a
measurement variable sensor which is used to convert the
measurement variable into an electric signal. A transducer is
used to convert the electric signal into measurement data.
The sensor has a first communication interface for transfer-
ring the measurement data and other data in accordance with
a first protocol and a second communication interface for
transferring the measurement data and other data in accor-
dance with a second protocol. The sensor also has a data
exchange unit for exchanging data between the transducer,
the first communication interface and the second commu-
nication interface.
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1
SENSOR AND SENSOR NETWORK AND
METHOD FOR THE OPERATION THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a 371 of PCT/EP2010/062391 filed
Aug. 25, 2010, which in turn claims the priority of DE 10
2009 040 382.5 filed Sep. 7, 2009. The priority of both
applications is hereby claimed and both applications are
incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a sensor for measuring at
least one measurement variable. The invention also relates to
a sensor network having a plurality of sensors and to a
method for operating the sensor network.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

DE 103 26 249 Al shows a measuring device having a
control device for controlling functions of the measuring
device and/or processing measurement data. The measuring
device has a communication interface in order to be able to
communicate with an identical measuring device.

DE 101 60395 A1 shows a data transmission arrangement
for selectively transmitting data from a multiplicity of
measurement sections to at least one radio interrogator. The
data generated by one or more transmitters are continuously
forwarded to the radio interrogator by radio via a receiver
and a radio transmitter and/or via an integrated receiving/
transmitting unit.

DE 195 19 164 B4 discloses a decentralized apparatus for
controlling operations for detection, transmission and con-
trol by seismic equipment installed in an investigation area.
Seismic data are transmitted to a local central station from
a multiplicity of local units. The seismic data are transmitted
to a central station from one or more of the local central
stations.

DE 100 64 420 B4 shows an apparatus for the decentral-
ized detection and evaluation of physical events. One or
more measuring elements are connected to an internal bus
system and can be programmed via the latter. The data
transmitted on the internal bus system can be emitted to the
outside via at least one one-part or multi-part evaluation
unit. The disadvantage of this solution is the increased
outlay for the evaluation unit without which it is not possible
to transmit the measurement data from the one or more
measuring elements to the outside. The connection of the
measuring element(s) to the internal bus system allows
communication inside the apparatus, as a result of which
measurement data and data for programming the measuring
elements can be interchanged between the measuring ele-
ments and the evaluation unit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

On the basis of the prior art, the object of the invention is
to be able to link sensors of a sensor network to one another
and to the outside with little outlay.

The object is achieved by a sensor and a sensor network
which are both disclosed herein. The invention also provides
a method for operating a sensor network.

The sensor according to the invention is used to measure
at least one measurement variable, for example a physical or
chemical property, for example pressure, rotational speed,
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force, acceleration, temperature. The function according to
the invention is not restricted to a particular type of mea-
surement variable. The sensor first of all comprises at least
one measurement variable pickup in order to convert the
measurement variable into an electrical signal. At least one
converter is used to convert the electrical signal into mea-
surement data. The converter may be formed, for example,
by an A/D converter which provides the digital measurement
data. The sensor according to the invention has a first
communication interface for transmitting the measurement
data and further data according to a first protocol. It may be,
for example, a proprietary bus connection, a serial interface
according to RS422 or a WEAN interface. The sensor
according to the invention also comprises a second commu-
nication interface for transmitting the measurement data and
further data according to a second protocol. The second
communication interface may also be any desired interface,
for example a twisted pair network connection or a GSM
interface. In any case, two different communication inter-
faces are available in the sensor according to the invention.
The sensor also comprises a data interchange unit for
interchanging data between the converter, the first commu-
nication interface and the second communication interface.
The data to be interchanged are primarily measurement data,
for example measurement data which were output by the
converter, and measurement data which were transmitted
from another sensor to the first communication interface.
The data may also comprise, for example, control data for
controlling the converter or process parameters.

The sensor according to the invention can be used uni-
versally inside a sensor network or alone. The first commu-
nication interface allows data to be transmitted between a
plurality of sensors. The second communication interface
allows transmission to an external device. In this case, both
the measurement data which were measured by the sensor
connected to the external device and those measurement
data which were transmitted to this sensor from further
sensors via the first communication interface are transmitted
to the external device. There is no need for a device with a
gateway function in order to transmit the measurement data
from the one or more sensors according to the invention to
an external device. In addition, it is possible to transmit
further data, for example control data, from the external
device to the sensor via the second communication interface,
these control data being able to be transmitted to further
sensors via the first communication interface.

This sensor according to the invention is particularly
preferably in the form of a vibration sensor in order to be
able to be used for state and process monitoring in a system.
In this case, mechanical vibrations of the system to be
monitored are the measurement variable.

The first communication interface and the second com-
munication interface can be selected according to the
requirements. The first communication interface is prefer-
ably suitable for transmitting measurement data and further
data from a sensor according to the invention to a further
sensor according to the invention. The second communica-
tion interface is preferably suitable for transmitting the
measurement data and further data from a sensor according
to the invention to an external device, for example to a
control room. In this case, the first communication interface
and the second communication interface may be based on
different media, for example a cable connection, an optical
waveguide connection or a radio connection.

In one preferred embodiment of the sensor according to
the invention, the data interchange unit comprises a pro-
grammable processor. With the aid of the programmable
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processor, it is possible, for example, to adapt the inter-
change of data between the converter, the first communica-
tion interface and the second communication interface to
changing requirements. Furthermore, the measurement data
can be preprocessed and/or evaluated by the programmable
processor.

The processor is preferably programmable via the first
communication interface and/or the second communication
interface. As a result, it is possible, for example, for the
processor to be programmable from the control room, if the
processor of a sensor according to the invention is program-
mable via the first communication interface, the processor
can also be programmed when it is not directly connected to
the control room via the second communication interface.

In another preferred embodiment of the sensor according
to the invention, the converter is controllable via the first
communication interface and/or via the second communi-
cation interface. This makes it possible to adapt, for
example, the sampling frequency of the A/D converter to a
changing measurement variable without having to make
adjustments to the converter in situ for this purpose.

A sensor network according to the invention comprises a
plurality of sensors according to the invention which are
connected to one another via their first communication
interfaces. The sensor network according to the invention
also comprises a control room interface which is formed by
the second communication interface of one of the sensors.
Measurement data and further data can be transmitted inside
the sensor network via the first communication interfaces of
the sensors. In order to transmit the measurement data to
outside the sensor network, the measurement data are trans-
mitted via the control room interface. This sensor having the
control room interface ensures communication between the
sensor network and an external apparatus, for example a
control room. There is no need for an additional apparatus
with a gateway function in order to make it possible to
transmit data between the sensor network and the control
room.

A particular advantage of the sensor network according to
the invention is that the sensor network can be modified with
little outlay, for example by subsequently connecting further
sensors according to the invention to the sensor network.
The first communication interface of the sensors to be
subsequently connected ensures that the measurement data
from these sensors can be transmitted into the network in
order to then be transmitted to an external apparatus via the
control room interface. Another advantage of the sensor
network according to the invention is that further data, for
example control data or process data, can be transmitted
inside the sensor network and from and to the outside via the
control room interface. This makes it possible to adapt the
sensors to changed measurement requirements via the exter-
nal apparatus without the need to access individual sensors
in situ for this purpose. This is particularly advantageous if
the installation locations of the sensors are difficult to access.

The sensor network according to the invention is suitable
for a wide variety of measuring tasks in terms of nature and
technology, for example for acquiring seismic data or for
monitoring complex technical apparatuses. It is also possible
to provide individual technical components, for example
pumps or fans, with a respective single sensor according to
the invention, a sensor network according to the invention
being created at the user end by the user interconnecting a
plurality of these technical components.

The sensor network according to the invention can be
designed to monitor complex natural or technical processes.
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In this case, the sensors of the network can be provided for
a wide variety of measurement variables.

The method according to the invention is used to operate
a sensor network according to the invention. The method
first of all comprises a step in which measurement data from
a first of the sensors are transmitted, via its first communi-
cation interface, to the sensor having the control room
interface. In a further step, the measurement data from the
first sensor and measurement data from the sensor having
the control room interface are transmitted via the control
room interface. These may be all measurement data from
these sensors or selected measurement data from these
sensors. The measurement data from the first sensor and
from the sensor having the control room interface are
preferably preprocessed and/or evaluated before they are
transmitted via the control room interface. If the sensor
network to be operated comprises further sensors in addition
to the first sensor and the sensor having the control room
interface, measurement data from the further sensors can
also be preferably transmitted to the sensor having the
control room interface via the first communication interfaces
of the further sensors. This is preferably carried out in such
a manner that the measurement data from a second of the
sensors are transmitted, via its first communication interface,
to the first sensor. The measurement data from the second
sensor are also transmitted to the sensor having the control
room interface via the first communication interface of the
first sensor. Like the measurement data from the first sensor
and the measurement data from the sensor having the control
room interface, the measurement data from the second
sensor are transmitted via the control room interface.

In one preferred embodiment of the method according to
the invention, control data are also transmitted via the
control room interface. The control data are transmitted by
the sensor having the control room interface, via its first
communication interface, to the first sensor where they are
used to control the converter of the first sensor. With the aid
of these method steps, the converter of the first sensor can
be adapted to changing measurement requirements by means
of control data which are transmitted to the sensor network
from the outside via the control room interface. It goes
without saying that control data may also be used in the
sensor having the control room interface and in further
sensors to control the converters there.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A measuring system according to the prior art and a
measuring system having a sensor network according to the
invention are described below with reference to the drawing,
in which:

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a measuring system
having a preferred embodiment of a sensor network accord-
ing to the invention; and

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a measuring system
according to the prior art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a measuring system 1
according to the prior art. The measuring system 1 first of all
comprises three sensors 2, 3, 4 which are each used to
measure a measurement variable. The three sensors 2, 3, 4
have an interface 5 for outputting the measurement data, via
which they are connected to a central unit 5. The connections
between the central unit 6 and the three sensors 2, 3, 4 may
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have, for example, a linear or tree-like structure. The central
unit 6 makes it possible for the measurement data from the
three sensors 2, 3, 4 to be transmitted to a control room 7.
Consequently, the central unit 6 is assigned a gateway
function. Conversion is carried out between a protocol
which is used in the interfaces of the sensors 2, 3, 4 and a
protocol which is used in the interface of the control room
6. In many cases, the medium is converted at the same time.
The central unit 5 is already required when only one of the
sensors 2, 3, 4 is used.
FIG. 1 shows a measuring system 10 having a preferred
embodiment of a sensor network 12 according to the inven-
tion. In the example shown, the sensor network 12 consists
of three sensors 14, 16, 18 according to the invention. The
three sensors 14, 16, 18 have, on the one hand, a first
communication interface 20 via which they are connected to
one another. Measurement data from the first sensor 14 and
from the third sensor 18 are transmitted to the second sensor
16. Control data for controlling the sensors 14, 16, 18 are
also interchanged between the three sensors 14, 16, 18. The
three sensors 14, 16, 18 each also have a second commu-
nication interface 22 which is illustrated only in the second
sensor 16. The second communication interface 22 of the
second sensor 16 forms a control room interface via which
second the sensor 16 is connected to a control room 24. In
contrast to the measuring system 1 according to the prior art
shown in FIG. 2, there is no need for a central unit in order
to collect the measurement data from the three sensors 14,
16, 18 and to convert said data according to the protocol
used by the interface 22 of the control room 24. Control data
for controlling the three sensors 14, 16, 18 can be transmit-
ted from the control room 24 to the second sensor 16 and are
forwarded to the first sensor 14 and to the third sensor 18 via
the first communication interface 20 of the second sensor 16.
In the simplest case, data can be transmitted in the first
communication interface 20 of the sensors 14, 16, 18 and in
the second communication interface 22 of the sensors 14,
16, 18 in a unidirectional manner. In this case, the first sensor
14 and the third sensor 18 transmit the measurement data to
the second sensor 16, while the second sensor 16 transmits
the measurement data from all sensors 14, 16, 18 to the
control room 24. Data are preferably transmitted in the first
communication interface 20 and in the second communica-
tion interface 22 of the sensors 14, 16, 18 in a bidirectional
manner, as a result of which data transmission can also be
safeguarded, for example.
The invention claimed is:
1. A sensor for measuring at least one measurement
variable, comprising:
a measurement variable pick-up operatively arranged to
measure the at least one measurement variable and
convert the measurement variable into an electrical
signal;
a converter operatively arranged to convert the electrical
signal into measurement data;
a first communication interface operatively arranged to
transmit the measurement data and further data accord-
ing to a first protocol to and from a further sensor;
a second communication interface operatively arranged
to:
collect the measurement data from the further sensor;
and,

transmit the collected measurement data and further
data from the further sensor according to a second
protocol to an external device directly without a
gateway function device; and,

a data interchange unit operatively arranged to:
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interchange and adapt the measurement data between the

converter, the first communication interface and the

second communication interface according to changing
requirements.
2. The sensor as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
communication interface and the second communication
interface are based on different media.
3. The sensor as claimed in claim 1, wherein the data
interchange unit comprises a programmable processor.
4. The sensor as claimed in claim 3, wherein the processor
is programmable via the first communication interface and/
or via the second communication interface.
5. The sensor as claimed in claim 1, wherein the converter
is controllable via the first communication interface and/or
via the second communication interface.
6. The sensor recited in claim 1, wherein the data to be
interchanged is control data for controlling the converter or
process parameters.
7. The sensor recited in claim 1, wherein the at least one
measurement variable is mechanical vibrations.
8. The sensor recited in claim 1, wherein the data to be
interchanged is control data for controlling the sensors.
9. A sensor network, comprising:
a plurality of sensors each having:
a measurement variable pickup operatively arranged to
measure at least one measurement variable and con-
vert the at least one measurement variable into an
electrical signal;
a converter operatively arranged to convert the electri-
cal signal into measurement data;
a first communication interface operatively arranged to
transmit the measurement data and further data
according to a first protocol to and from the plurality
of sensors;
a second communication interface operatively arranged
to:
collect the measurement data from the plurality of
sensors; and,

transmit the collected measurement data and further
data according to a second protocol to an external
device directly without a gateway function device;
and,

a data interchange unit operatively arranged to:
interchange and adapt the measurement data

between the converter, the first communication
interface and the second communication interface
according to changing requirements, wherein:
the sensors are connected to one another via the first
communication interface; and,

a control room interface, formed by the second commu-

nication interface of one of the sensors.

10. The sensor network as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
sensors measure different measurement variables.

11. The sensor network recited in claim 9, wherein the
data to be interchanged is control data for controlling the
converter or process parameters.

12. The sensor network recited in claim 9, wherein the at
least one measurement variable is mechanical vibrations.

13. The sensor network recited in claim 9, wherein the
data to be interchanged is control data for controlling the
Sensors.

14. A method for operating a sensor network comprising
sensors, which each have a measurement variable pick-up
operatively arranged to convert the measurement variable
into an electrical signal, a converter operatively arranged to
convert the electrical signal into measurement data, a first
communication interface, which connects the sensors to one
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another and transmits the measurement data and further data
according to a first protocol among the sensors, a second
communication interface operatively arranged to collect the
measurement data from the sensors and transmit the mea-
surement data and further data according to a second pro-
tocol to an external device directly without a gateway
function device, and a data interchange unit operatively
arranged to interchange and adapt the measurement data
between the converter, the first communication interface and
the second communication interface according to changing
requirements, and a control room interface, which is formed
by the second communication interface of one of the sen-
sors, the method comprising the following steps:
transmitting the measurement data from a first of the
sensors via the first communication interface of the first
sensor to another of the sensors which has the control
room interface; and,
transmitting the measurement data from the first sensor
and measurement data from the another sensor having
the control interface via the control room interface.
15. The method as claimed in claim 14, further compris-
ing the following steps:
transmitting the measurement data from a second of the
sensors, via the first communication interface of the
second sensor, to the first sensor;
transmitting the measurement data from the second sensor
to the another sensor having the control room interface
via the first communication interface of the first sensor;
and,
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transmitting the measurement data from the second sensor
via the control room interface.

16. The method as claimed in claim 14, further compris-
ing the following steps:

transmitting control data via the control room interface;

transmitting the control data by the another sensor having
the control room interface, via the first communication
interface of the another sensor, to the first sensor; and,

using the control data in the first sensor to control the
converter.

17. The method as claimed in one of claim 14, including
preprocessing and/or evaluating the measurement data from
the first sensor and the measurement data from the another
sensor having the control room interface before the mea-
surement data from the first sensor and the measurement
data from the another sensor having the control room
interface are transmitted via the control room interface.

18. The method recited in claim 14, wherein the data to be
interchanged is control data for controlling the converter or
process parameters.

19. The method recited in claim 14, wherein the at least
one measurement variable is mechanical vibrations.

20. The method recited in claim 14, wherein the data to be
interchanged is control data for controlling the sensors.
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